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Not Home Yet 
 

One day a missionary was return-

ing home after several seasons 

overseas. As he rode the train, he 

met a man who asked him, “Was 

anybody there to welcome you 

when you got off the ship?” The 

missionary said there hadn’t been. 

The man snickered a bit and said, 

“Sir, after all that service and no 

one to cheer your return—has it 

been worth your effort?” The mis-

sionary could only reply, “I’m not 

home yet.” 

 

Hearing this remark, the man 

thought the missionary was imply-

ing he would be met at his last stop 

by some admirers, a few souls 

thankful for the missionary’s faith-

ful service. But it was not to be. 

When they arrived at the home sta-

tion, there was no one to greet the 

preacher. The man resisted the 

urge to say anything more and 

simply walked away. Standing 

alone, the missionary was a little 

hurt. He had done, to the best of 

his ability, what God had asked 

him to do. Would it have hurt 

somebody, anybody, to come out 

to welcome him back? 

 

Then, standing there alone, the 

Lord spoke to the missionary’s 

heart and said, “Remember, you’re 

not home yet.” Those words com-

forted the missionary a great deal. 

He recalled what he had been 

preaching all those years: this 

world is a temporary home for 

Christians. It is a place of transi-

tion. No one who lives in this 

world can say that they have truly 

reached “home.” 

 

So it is for us, too, as we live our 

lives. Each passing day takes us 

closer to that moment when we 

will breathe our last. Will that time 

be filled with uncertainty and fear? 

Will we struggle against a “great 

unknown”? Not if Jesus is our Sav-

ior. Christ entered this world to 

bridge the gap our sins have 

caused—a gulf that separated us 

from our Heavenly Father. Jesus 

lived, suffered, died, and rose so 

that we might approach God with 

freedom, not fear; with confidence, 

not cowardice. Now Jesus sends 

His Holy Spirit to comfort us and 

keep us in the faith so that death is 

no longer a fearful prospect. 

[continued next page] 

 

 

The King’s 
 

 

Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
 

Grace Lutheran 
179 Holiday Island Drive 

Holiday Island, AR 72631 
479-253-9040 

www.gracelutheranhi.org 

 



 

 

 

 

The blood Jesus shed for you and 

me is God’s divine declaration that 

forgiveness has been won for all 

mankind. Because Jesus took our 

sins to the cross, now, in repentant 

faith we can trust Him as our Lord 

and Savior. We are welcome in His 

presence. And yet, though this is 

true, we—like the un-applauded 

missionary—will still encounter 

problems as we travel home. There 

will still be crosses to bear, pains 

to endure, and all the things that 

come with living in this sinful 

world. 

 

But we know Jesus is with us on 

this journey, watching over us, 

keeping us safe until the time 

comes when we eventually reach 

our heavenly home. This is why 

the birth of Jesus is so important to 

us and all the world. Merry 

Christmas! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Never the End 
 

It seems as if I have reached the 

end of writing articles for Grace’s 

newsletter. My time of serving you 

as your pastor comes to end in a 

few short days. I can look at my 

years of fulfilling God’s call to me 

to be a pastor as “never ending” (I 

did start my ministry in July of 

1978) but in reality it seems like 

just yesterday I began this journey 

with the Lord and His church. 

 

The people who have blessed my 

life, the communities I have lived 

in, the opportunities the Lord has 

given me have filled my heart with 

joy and love. A young guy (who 

really didn’t know what he was 

doing) was shaped and formed by 

the Lord in so many ways during 

these 44 years so that now I have a 

deep respect and belief that God 

does everything according to His 

goodness and mercy. 

You aren’t really interested in what 

I did or learned in the early years 

of my work as a pastor. What is 

important is that the Lord brought 

me to you through the call extend-

ed by Grace in 2014. I’ve men-

tioned this before, but your call to 

me to serve as your pastor brought 

revitalization to my ministry and I 

was able to regain a love for the 

task of being a pastor that the years 

and circumstances had worn down. 

For that, I am forever grateful. 

 

By God’s direction, we were able 

to work together to serve in the 

Lord’s vineyard. Did we get every-

thing done? No, of course not. But 

we did make sure that God’s Word 

was preached, the sacraments cele-

brated, and we shared God’s love 

wherever we could. 

 

I retire as pastor of Grace Lutheran 

Church. I do not retire as a mem-

ber of God’s Church here on earth. 

There will be more opportunities 

for me to speak of Jesus. Those of 

you who have retired from your 

careers have a sense of what I’m 

saying – you never stop being the 

person you are just because the 

title behind your name changes. 

 

Barbara and I will remain as mem-

bers of Grace and continue living 

here in Holiday Island as long as 

the Lord wills it. We will not be 

worshiping here at Grace for sev-

eral weeks to allow you and Pastor 

Schultz to begin developing the 

wonderful relationship between a 

pastor and his members. Oh, we’ll 

still be going to church – but not 

here at Grace for a while. 

 

If you give Pastor Schultz the same 

love and enthusiasm for ministry I 

have seen these almost 9 years, 

Grace will continue to serve the 

Lord very well. 

 

Things may change, but this is 

never the end. God guarantees it. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once Again! 
 

It is the time of year to get our membership list in order.  In the narthex you will find a 

list that of the information we have.  Please check to see if your information is correct.  

We may have missed a change or slipped in a typo.   

After the first of the year an updated list will be place in your mailbox. 



 

 

Grace Lutheran Women’s Guild 
 

The Women’s Guild met on November 8, 2022, 

10:30 AM  

 

There were 8 women present along with 3 children. 

President Terri Herman opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

Devotion by Barbara Herring.   

 

October Minutes – approved as presented. 

Treasurers Report approved as presented.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

☧ Election of Officers - was held and the current 

      slate of Officers will remain for the 2023 year.   

Terri Herman, President;  

Jane Bleser, Vice President;  

Dianna Mancuso, Treasurer;  

Barbara Herring, Secretary.   

The vote was unanimous. 

☧ Grace Family Thanksgiving Dinner – Scheduled 

      for 11-13-22.  All in order.  

☧  “Into the Light” – Adopt a Trafficking Survivor 

for Christmas.  We have accepted one survivor to 

help provide a loving Christian Christmas Bless-

ing.  We have not yet received their Wish List.   

☧ GLWG Cookbook – Tabled until January 2023.   

  

NEW BUSINESS:     

☧  ‘Lead a Child’  - Approved sending $500.00 to 

support the educational efforts of Lead a Child in 

student learning around the World.  Mission assis-

tance. 

☧ Adopted Seminary Student -Jeremy McDonald – 

Approved sending a gift of $500.00 for Christmas.   

Seminarian Support. 

☧ ‘Angel Tree’ – We agreed to adopt an Angel Tree 

family (at least 4 children). The Women’s Guild 

will also provide an opportunity to the members of 

Grace to participate in sharing God’s love with 

these Children from ES Schools this year.  Watch 

for further information.   

☧ Advent Meal – Our first Advent service will be 

held on Wednesday November 30.  After the ser-

vice the WG will provide a Baked Potato Bar with 

Chili and additional toppings.  Come join us in the 

fellowship hall for this meal.   

☧ December Christmas Lunch – WG will not hold 

a meeting as such in December.  We will instead 

celebrate Christmas with our annual Lunch at 

Myrtie Mae’s at 11:00 AM.  Men are welcome to 

come as well.  You can celebrate at your own ta-

ble if you choose.   

 

REMINDERS:    

Next Meeting.  January 17th 10:00am  Fellowship & 

11:00 am Meeting   

Mite Box Collection:  $47.87.  Thank you to every-

one that dropped your change and bills into the Wom-

en’s Guild, Mite Box.  These Mites will be utilized for 

Mission projects in the future.  May God Bless you 

for your generosity.   

All women of the congregation are invited to attend 

the Guild Meetings.  Are meetings are normally held 

the 3rd Tuesday of the Month.  Fellowship at 10:00 

with the Meeting starting at 11:00.   If you have ques-

tions, please ask a Guild member.  

Respectfully Submitted:  

Barbara Herring, Secretary 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Luncheon Note 
 

Yes, this is by the Women’s Guild 

and all the ladies of the congregation 

are invited; but, as noted, husbands 

are welcome to come.  I was told 

they would have a separate table for 

us and I was told it would be hus-

band height and not kiddie height.  I 

hope to see you all there. 

Editor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 
Birthdays 

Lelis Knuth 2 

Barbara Herring  8 

Hilda Krutz 11 

Joe Steichen 28 

 

December 
Anniversaries 

None Listed 

 
If you would like to share 

at poinsettia for the Advent 

and Christmas seasons, 

please feel free to bring it 

at any time now. 

 

If you bring one, be sure to 

sign the sheet in the nar-

thex – Thank You! 

 
In November a group from Grace went to the Sight And Sound presentation in Branson.  Can you find yourself? 

One couple did come after this picture was taken.  Sorry LaVern, but the picture taker must not have liked you. 

 

  


