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All In! 
 

1 Corinthians 15:16-17 - For if 

the dead are not raised, not even 

Christ has been raised. And if 

Christ has not been raised, your 

faith is futile and you are still in 

your sins. 

 

What an incredible verse! What a 

clear testimony to what this Jesus 

means to those who love and trust 

Him. What a verse to demonstrate 

to you how the cross and the resur-

rection of Jesus are God's way of 

saying to the world "I'm all in" 

when it comes to your salvation, to 

your redemption, and your way of 

living by faith in the things that 

God has accomplished down 

through history. 

 

All in! I used to be a basketball 

player back in the days of my 

youth. Oh, it was fun. Well, it was 

fun sometimes. There were times 

you didn't want to practice; you 

didn't want to run another step. 

The teams that I played on empha-

sized a defensive way to play 

where we would "press" the other 

team from the time they got the 

ball until the time they would re-

linquish it back to us through a 

missed shot or a turnover. To get 

ready to play that kind of basket-

ball, every person on the floor, 

every person on the bench, every 

person, every coach, every play-

er—they had to be all in as it were. 

Such a winning game plan couldn't 

work if some people were all in 

and others were not. 

 

All in. That means no excuses; you 

do whatever it takes to make the 

defense work, to stop the other 

team in their tracks. It didn't matter 

how tired you were or whether you 

had a good game last week. Game 

day was about being all in with 

your teammates; it was about en-

gaging with those you were teamed 

with, encouraging them, challeng-

ing them, winning or losing with 

them. Why? Because you were all 

in for the cause, for those you were 

partnered with, for those you 

sought to engage as well. 

[continued next page] 

 

 

 

The King’s 
 

 

Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
 

Grace Lutheran 
179 Holiday Island Drive 

Holiday Island, AR 72631 
479-253-9040 

www.gracelutheranhi.org 

 



 

 

 

 

And that's the point Paul makes 

about Jesus and His team, the 

church. Jesus was all in for you. 

No cross got in His way to live 

your life, to die your death, and to 

give you His life as a gift. Do you 

hear me? God is all in for you in 

Jesus Christ. Not only did He not 

shrink back from this sinful 

world's opposition, He took up that 

challenge to rescue and reconcile a 

sinful world back to the One who 

loves them. 

 

His all-in commitment makes life 

possible for us again. It challenges 

us to look to others with that same 

commitment to love them as God 

loves us. So, the next time you 

think about the struggles you have 

at work, at home, or in your neigh-

borhood – remember you have an 

all-in Savior who wants you to be 

all-in for those you love. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Blessings Through 

Our Giving 
 

God sets no boundaries on His giv-

ing to us. In the words of Martin 

Luther, “He richly and daily pro-

vides me with all that I need to 

support this body and life.” (Mar-

tin Luther’s Small Catechism). In 

response to God’s great love for us 

and His bountiful gifts to us, we 

are enabled by grace to share with 

others the wealth He has given us. 

God uses us as conduits of His 

love and His goodness so that no 

one has to be in need.   

 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to 

give than to receive” (Acts 

20:35). We don’t give to be 

blessed, but God’s Word clearly 

tells us that through our faithful 

generosity God will bless us. Jesus 

makes giving more than giving 

when we give to help those in 

need. 

 

In his book Money Is Everything, 

Herb Miller shares a humorous sto-

ry about how we get back more 

than what we invest:  A young in-

tern came into a hospital nursing 

station one evening shaking his 

head. “There is an old man in the 

lobby by the vending machines,” 

he said, “and he’s putting dollar 

bills into the money changer. Eve-

ry time he gets his quarters, he 

yells ‘Jackpot!’ and dances 

around.” A few hours later, the 

nurses on their way to a coffee 

break saw a repairman fixing a 

vending machine. When they asked 

why he was working so late, he 

said, “I have to get this money 

changer fixed. It’s been giving 

$1.50 in quarters every time some-

one puts in a dollar bill.” 

 

When we give to those in need, we 

receive something much better 

than some extra quarters. God 

blesses us spiritually and at times 

materially when we give faithfully. 

Through our generosity, we re-

ceive God’s peace and joy. May 

we all experience the joy in giving. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Fall Bible Study 
 

The arrival of September means 

that our Bible classes resume, and I 

want you to know about what is 

upcoming. On Sunday mornings, 

our class begins at 11 – 11:15 (de-

pending on how many are still dis-

cussing and drinking their coffee). 

Our study this fall will be the Gos-

pel of Luke and we’ll look at the 

many aspects of what this book of 

the Bible contains for us. 

 

Our Thursday afternoon study 

(which meets at 2:00 pm in the 

basement) will look at the “Luther-

an Difference” of several topics 

that are relevant to our lives. The 

first unit will be centered on the 

doctrine of Law and Gospel and 

how the Lutheran way of thinking 

about this belief stands out from 

other denominations. This should 

create some good discussion. 

The Sunday morning class is ongo-

ing (the introduction has already 

been covered) and we’ll look at 

Luke 1 this  

Sunday. Our Thursday class will 

begin on September 8 and every-

one is welcomed to join us. 

 

Spend some time learning more 

from God’s Word! 

 

Pastor Herring 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 
Birthdays 

Thomas Achord 3 

Janice Willmuth 8 

Kenneth Haydon 20 

 

September 
Anniversaries 

Tony & Janice Willmuth 7 

Thomas & Becky Achord 18 

LaVerne & Terri Herman     20 

Ken & Ruth Wegener  25 

Ladies’ Guild 
Dear Sisters,  

All women of Grace are invited to at-

tend our next Women’s Guild meeting 

on Tuesday, September 20th beginning 

with fellowship at 10:30 AM. I would 

like for everyone to share what you all 

have been doing for the past three 

months. Our ladies have been so busy 

and productive this year, and I’m ex-

cited to find out what we have in store 

for the remainder of the year! It would 

be much appreciated if you would 

bring a couple (or more) of canned 

goods with you that we can donate to 

Flint Street Food Pantry. Anything will 

help as the pantry has been low in sup-

plies. “I have called you friends for 

everything that I learned from my fa-

ther I have made known to you.” John 

15:15 

Terri Herman 

 
Grandmas are Great 

 
But Mom is still Best 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

As we come into fall, the Grace 

Men’s Fellowship will again be 

holding their monthly meetings 

on the second Monday of the 

month.  We will begin at the 

usual time of 8:30am. 

Following breakfast there will 

be a short meeting and then a 

program- fellowship is in all. 

JOIN IS US, GUYS! 

 



 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

Since this newsletter is coming out 

about Labor Day, I thought it 

would be good to look at some 

Biblical views of labor.  This will 

use a few points from Scripture 

that are more general although 

there are more passages that do 

pertain to this. 

 

Many today appear to think that 

life is only about pleasure and en-

tertainment.  While each of those 

do have a place and an importance, 

this neither the center nor the all-

there-is of life. 

 

Since we are Lutherans who be-

lieve in creation and the inspiration 

of Scripture, we will go there.  

God’s primary intentions may be 

found at creation and before the 

fall into Sin. 

Genesis 2:15 
15 The Lord God took the man 

and put him in the garden of 

Eden to work it and keep it. 

As someone once put it: Adam was 

not designed to lie in a hammock 

and just pluck fruit all day.  While 

we do not know all the details of 

what “to work it and keep it” 

meant, it was clearly not a burden.  

In fact, it appears that it was a de-

lightful undertaking which was 

pleasing to God and to Adam.  

That is, until we get to chapter 

three. 

 

Genesis 3:17c-19a 
17 And to Adam he said, . . . 

Cursed is the ground because of 

you; 

    in pain you shall eat of it all the 

days of your life; 
18 thorns and thistles it shall bring 

forth for you; 

    and you shall eat the plants of 

the field. 
19 By the sweat of your face 

    you shall eat bread, 

OUCH!  Sin entered and the rela-

tionship with God and all of crea-

tion was changed and corrupted.  

This did not eliminate the possibil-

ity of finding satisfaction in work, 

but that will come only through 

hard work and some pains.  The 

real key to getting through that is 

to keep your focus on God and His 

continued love and care for us.  

More below and at a later time al-

so. 

 

Ecclesiastes is a part of the ‘wis-

dom’ literature where Solomon – 

noted for his wisdom – shares les-

sons he had learned during his life-

time.  The beginning of the third 

chapter is the famous section on 

“there is a time for…”.  This fol-

lowed up with the following ob-

servations. 

 

Ecclesiastes 3:9-13 
9 What gain has the worker from 

his toil? 10 I have seen the busi-

ness that God has given to the 

children of man to be busy with. 
11 He has made everything beau-

tiful in its time. Also, he has put 

eternity into tan's heart, yet so 

that he cannot find out what God 

has done from the beginning to 

the end. 12 I perceived that there 

is nothing better for them than to 

be joyful and to do good as long 

as they live; 13 also that everyone 

should eat and drink and take 

pleasure in all his toil—this is 

God's gift to man. 

 

God’s gift?  Yes, but we need to 

keep our focus on God.  We need 

to set apart time to hear God – His 

Word – and to communicate with 

Him, i.e. PRAYER! 

 

Exodus 20:9-10a 
9 Six days you shall labor, and do 

all your work, 10 but the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to the Lord your 

God. 

Set aside time for God.  This is 

done when we spend time with 

God’s Word in private, in family 

and with fellow believers. 

 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

No Christian and, indeed, no historian could accept the epigram which defines religion as “what a man does 

with his solitude.”  It was one of the Wesley’s, I think, who said that the New Testament knows nothing of soli-

tary religion.  We are forbidden to neglect the assembling of ourselves together. Christianity is already institu-

tional in the earliest of its documents. The Church is the Bride of Christ.  We are members of one another. 

CS Lewis, From: The Weight of Glory 

 


