
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  August 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Surprising  
Ways of God 

 

I could bore you with more stories 

of what has happened in my life 

over the years to show me the 

surprising ways God has for me as 

opposed to what I thought was 

right and good. But I thought this 

time it would be better to go to 

Scripture itself and let you see for 

yourself that the Lord has surprises 

for all of us. 

 

In the book of Genesis, one of the 

main characters is Abraham. He is 

a strong man of faith whom the 

Lord puts to the test several times. 

We also read about his wife, Sarah, 

a lady who had to be tough as nails 

to endure all she faced as well 

(Wives, how many times have your 

husbands attempted to pass you off 

as his sister in order for him to 

escape trouble? Abraham did.). 

The toughest test for Sarah was her 

inability to have children – a real 

burden and curse in their culture. 

 

Finally, in Genesis 18, we read 

about the Lord visiting Abraham 

and telling him the news that he 

and Sarah will have a son. 

Abraham’s response is not 

recorded but in verse 12 it says, 

“So Sarah laughed to herself, 

saying, ‘After I am worn out, 

and my lord is old, shall I have 

pleasure?’” It’s almost too 

surprising for Sarah to believe that 

a woman at her age (beyond 

normal childbearing years) would 

have a baby! 

 

But sure enough, in Genesis 21, 

“the Lord did to Sarah as he had 

promised. And Sarah conceived 

and bore Abraham a son in his 

old age …” This is not what was 

expected nor anticipated by 

Abraham or Sarah. But God’s 

ways aren’t always our ways. He 

does know what is best for us. I am 

sure you can look back over your 

life and see such moments and 

events that have God’s “surprise” 

attached to them for your good. 

 

What does this mean for us today? 

We can trust in our Lord without 

fear and qualification because He 

does have our best interests always 

in His heart. Things may not 

proceed in the direction we had 

hoped or planned but God sees 

things with a clearer vision than 

we could ever hope to see with. 
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That trust gives us confidence 

everyday knowing that all things 

will work out for our good and the 

good of those we love. It may take 

some more time than we had 

allotted but the end result is that 

God’s will is going to be 

accomplished – His perfect will for 

our lives. 

 

Sarah offers us further insight into 

God’s surprising ways for our 

lives, when in verse 6 of chapter 

21 she says, “God has made 

laughter for me; everyone who 

hears will laugh over me.” May 

we also laugh as we see God’s will 

in action in our daily living in very 

surprising ways. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

In Giving 
We Receive 

 

God is the greatest giver, and, be-

cause we were made in His image, 

we were created to give.  God uses 

giving to help direct our hearts to 

Him and away from the love of the 

world.  Faithful and generous giv-

ing is evidence that God is first in 

our lives.  In giving, we break the 

grip that this world has on us.   

 

We don’t give to be blessed, but 

God’s Word clearly tells us that 

through our faithful generosity 

God will bless us. Several verses in 

Scripture promise us God’s abun-

dance when we honor Him through 

our giving. (Proverbs 3:10; Mala-

chi 3:10: Luke 6:38). We are cer-

tain of His spiritual blessings and 

possibly material blessings. 

 

In the miracle of the Feeding of the 

Five Thousand, which is found in 

all four Gospels, we find a truism 

that God blesses those who give. 

Jesus had attracted a large crowd 

to whom He was preaching. When 

it was time for dinner, Jesus’ disci-

ples wanted to send the people 

away to find their own food. An-

drew, one of the disciples, told Je-

sus that a boy had given them five 

barley loaves and two fish. If the 

disciples had chosen to keep the 

boy’s lunch for themselves, it 

could possibly have been enough 

food for Jesus and His twelve dis-

ciples. Realizing that Jesus intend-

ed to use the lunch to feed the 

crowd of people, the disciples be-

came anxious about their situation, 

overlooking what Jesus could do 

with this meager amount of food. 

 

Jesus had another idea: He had the 

people sit down in groups. He gave 

thanks for the bread and fish.  Af-

ter the blessing, the disciples began 

to distribute the food. As the disci-

ples gave each person a portion of 

the bread and pieces of the fish, the 

food never ran out. In his book 

Thank, Praise, Serve, and Obey, 

William Weedon shares the fol-

lowing: Stop and ask yourself what 

would have happened if the disci-

ples had held onto their little 

lunch, had kept it for themselves in 

fear, terrified that there would be 

no more if they gave it away and 

then they would go hungry? How 

much would each have had at the 

close of that day? A handful? 

That’s it. But Jesus began to open 

their eyes that day to see a new 

truth in God’s economy. By giving 

away to others, they ended up 

richer themselves! They ended up 

with a basket of bread each, far 

more than that fistful they had 

started out with. Hands clutching 

in fear were transformed into 

hands opened wide to give away. 

 

May God grant us giving hearts so 

that He can multiply our gifts to 

help others and to extend His 

kingdom. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

I believe that God has made 

me and all creatures; that He has 

given me my body and soul, eyes, 

ears, and all my members, my rea-

son and all my senses, and still 

takes care of them. 

     He also gives me clothing and 

shoes, food and drink, house and 

home, wife and children, land, an-

imals, and all I have. He richly and 

daily provides me with all that I 

need to support this body and life. 

     He defends me against all dan-

ger and guards and protects me 

from all evil. 

     All this He does only out of fa-

therly, divine goodness and mercy, 

without any merit or worthiness 

me. For all this it is my duty to 

thank and praise, serve and obey 

Him. 

The Small Catechism 

Explanation of  

First Article, Apostles Creed 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 
Birthdays 

Freddie Bleser 11 

Eddie Bleser 13 

Charlotte Bonner 18 

Ruth Wegener 19 

Ken Wegener 22 

 

August 
Anniversaries 

Steve & Paula Sell 10 

 

 

Landscape 
Project 

 

As you can see in the pictures 

below, there has been some sig-

nificant progress made.  There 

were early delays due to the 

weather which delayed not only 

our work but that of the con-

struction people on all their 

work.  We wish to thank Lyle 

and all his helpers for their time 

and labor.  We can see the im-

provements already made to the 

appearance of the property as 

seen from the road.  We look 

forward to completion and the 

future of this work. 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

You do not have to be an avid fol-

lower of the news to know that 

there are a lot of bad things going 

on right now – in our country and 

around the world.  In fact, many 

are turning off the news early be-

cause there is so much that is un-

comfortable and frightening. 

 

Nevertheless, St. Paul tells us that 

this was happening and would con-

tinue to happen.  Here is an excerpt 

from the first chapter of his Epistle 

to the Romans: 
18 For the wrath of God is re-

vealed from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteous-

ness of men, who by their un-

righteousness suppress the 

truth. 19 For what can be known 

about God is plain to them, be-

cause God has shown it to them. 
20 For his invisible attributes, 

namely, his eternal power and 

divine nature, have been clearly 

perceived, ever since the crea-

tion of the world, in the things 

that have been made. So they 

are without excuse. 21 For alt-

hough they knew God, they did 

not honor him as God or give 

thanks to him, but they became 

futile in their thinking, and their 

foolish hearts were darkened. 22 

Claiming to be wise, they be-

came fools, 23 and exchanged 

the glory of the immortal God 

for images resembling mortal 

man and birds and animals and 

creeping things. 

 

When people turn away from God, 

bad things can and do happen.  The 

ultimate answer may well be called 

“Sin” – note the capital first letter 

– which is turning away from God 

and to self.  You will find the be-

ginning of this in Genesis Three.  

This has been true ever since that 

time.  We are imperfect while God 

is perfect; we are the creatures and 

God is the Creator.  No matter how 

hard people try to reverse this, it 

cannot happen. 

 

Here at Grace, we get a reminder 

every time we come to worship 

and look out the front windows.  

Paul wanted us to look around and 

see that there is evidence that God 

does exist and has been and is at 

work.  True science is constantly 

reminding us of the complexity 

and wonder of life in all forms 

around us.  You can see God has 

revealed Himself to us in the 

works we call Hoy Scripture.  Here 

we can find ‘the real thing’.  We 

will find that it is not we who 

reach God, but God who reaches 

us. 

 

Some have compared this to the 

reading of the owner’s manual.  

The instructions of the maker on 

how to use and operate what has 

been made.  Here we may learn 

what the maker did and how He 

intended it to be used.  We also 

find what we should do when we 

misuse or abuse what the maker 

intended.  When misuse – Sin – 

occurs, the needed thing is to re-

pent and ask for God’s for-

giveness. 

 

The next step would be to change 

that which is wrong.  Simple?  Not 

at all.  We cannot handle it by our-

selves.  God does not expect us to 

do so and has provided us the 

“Means of Grace” – His Word and 

Sacraments.  In Baptism we have 

received the Holy Spirit to create 

faith and empower our actions.  In 

the Lord’s Supper the Holy Spirit 

is at work assuring us of for-

giveness and powering our life. 

 

In times of trouble, as we noted we 

do have, the Word of God is of 

greatest importance.  Here God 

reveals Himself and His will for 

us.  Make good and careful use, 

but don’t be a speed reader.  Take 

the time to think about what is 

said.  The notes it the Study Bible 

can be a help.  The best help is 

asking the Holy Spirit to guide and 

enlighten you.  He will not disap-

point you! 

 

I am sure you have heard most of 

this before.  But in times of trou-

ble, we truly need to remind our-

selves of these truths. 

 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 


