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First Impressions 
They Could Make 

a Spiritual Difference 
 

It is said that first impressions are 

very important. Although first 

impressions don’t often last, those 

impressions that do last are 

especially powerful. We never 

know the amount of influence we 

will have on another person. 

 

During World War II, a woman 

received a letter from a soldier on 

the battlefield. His name was 

Charles. She didn’t recognize the 

name but went on to read his letter 

anyway. 

 

Charles wrote that he had once 

attended her Sunday school class, 

and that she spoke about Christ as 

a hero for boys. He even 

mentioned the date and wrote that 

he had always remembered the 

exact date that she spoke those 

words because they had changed 

his perspective on life. 

 

Now, the teacher had kept a diary 

all her life, so she looked up the 

date Charles had mentioned. On 

that diary page, she read that she 

had come home that Sunday 

discouraged and thought about 

giving up teaching Sunday school. 

Her entry for that day read: “Had 

an awful time. The class was so 

restless. I am not cut out for this 

thing. The superintendent gave me 

an additional class because one 

teacher was ill. None of the 

children seemed to be listening 

except a boy from the other class 

named Charles. He was very quiet. 

I suspect he was just shy.” 

 

Just as the shadow of that woman 

fell across that boy’s life and made 

a lasting impression, we never 

know how our own lives of faith 

and service will influence those 

around us. 

 

We know that Christ died on the 

cross for our sins and rose again 

for our eternal life, so, in faith, we 

go about our daily tasks, living and 

serving Him. It’s a curious thing 

that the most effective impressions 

are usually made while we are 

doing simple acts of service, or 

from words we dismiss as 

powerless, for we never know 

what the Holy Spirit might use to 

touch another person’s heart. 
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God has promised that He will 

send His Holy Spirit to us, and He 

even gives us the words to speak. 

He will use our lives to write a 

letter of His love for those around 

us. We are His witnesses to this 

generation. 

The apostle Paul writes: “And you 

show that you are a letter from 

Christ delivered by us, written 

not with ink but with the Spirit 

of the living God, not on tablets 

of stone but on tablets of human 

hearts.” (2 Cor. 3:3) 

So, let’s keep on doing it—living 

our faith and hope, sharing our 

love and joy in Jesus. Who knows, 

the impression we leave could 

have eternal significance! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Who Are You? 
 

If you were asked to tell someone 

about yourself, what would you 

say first? Would you begin by tell-

ing where you live?  Is one of the 

first things that you would point 

out is whether you are single or 

married?  Do you identify your 

vocation such as a (retired) plumb-

er, teacher, dentist, salesman, etc.? 

Would you describe your family?  

Would you talk about your educa-

tion? Would you talk about your 

interests and hobbies? When 

would you say you are a Christian 

who God loves so much that He 

has adopted you as one of His 

children?     

 

Each of us would describe our-

selves in different ways. We each 

have several different roles such as 

father, mother, husband, wife, son, 

daughter, grandpa, grandma, etc. 

We play several or a variety of dif-

ferent roles such as neighbors, em-

ployees or employers, volunteers, 

or church members.  

 

One role that affects all our roles is 

our role as a steward. A steward is 

one who has been entrusted with 

property which is to be adminis-

tered according to the owner’s will 

or direction. We oversee God’s 

property. God has called and cho-

sen us to be His stewards. As 

stewards, we automatically think 

of our role as stewards of our time, 

talents, and treasures, but we are 

also stewards of the environment, 

relationships with others, and the 

life-saving Gospel. 

 

Everything we do, everything we 

say, and everywhere we go ema-

nates from our sense of identity. 

Our identity is either in Christ or in 

the world.  C.S. Lewis once said, 

“There are two kinds of people: 

those who say to God, ‘Thy will be 

done,’ and those to whom God 

says, ‘All right then, have it your 

way.’” For some it’s “God’s will 

be done” and for others it’s “my 

will be done.” If it’s “my will be 

done,” the focus is only on our-

selves.  Understanding that God 

has called us to be His stewards 

determines what we do.   

 

In Rick Warren’s book The Pur-

pose Driven Life, he begins by say-

ing “It’s not about you.” He is ex-

actly right. The Christian life is 

initiated by God and sustained by 

God. Our value, our identity, is not 

to be found in what we “do” in life.  

Not our performance, our position, 

our titles, our achievements, or the 

power we hold. Our identity is 

bound up in who we are in Christ. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN  

STEWARDSHIP  

is the free and joyous ac-

tivity of the child of God 

and God's family, the 

church, in managing all of 

life and life's resources for 

God's purposes. 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 
Birthdays 

Claude Riggin  5 

Lyle Bonner 22 

Jane Bleser 29 

 

June 
Anniversaries 

Phil & Kathy Stephens 14 

Claude & Linda Riggin  27 

 
Walter and Bruce 

 
Willow and Ella 

The Younger Folks 

 
Some of our gamers 

 
Progress is slow, but there is progress on the landscaping. 

Remember! 
 

We are currently having a Game 

Night in the Fellowship Hall on 

the first Friday of the month. 

 

Bring a snack and a game, if you 

have one, and join the fun! 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

We recently used the three ecu-

menical creeds on successive Sun-

days.  The term ‘ecumenical’ 

comes from the usage of these 

three creeds by almost all Chris-

tians.  Some are obviously used 

more than others.  But just what is 

a creed?  The term comes for the 

Latin “credo” meaning to believe.  

They are brief statements of faith.  

They all developed in the Church 

because of the need to confess the 

faith and/or to defend truth against 

false teachings.  Details of those 

situations could take a lot of space, 

but we will look at some basic 

background. 

 

The shortest is the Apostles’ 

Creed.  At one time, some thought 

it was written by the Apostles and 

some even tried to determine 

which Apostle wrote which piece.  

That was wrong thinking.  The 

name refers to the idea that this 

was what the Apostles taught.  The 

early Church rightly held the 

teachings of the Apostles in high 

regard. 

An early form of this creed is 

found in writings about 180.  There 

have been found several versions 

with minor variations over the ear-

ly years of the Church.  The ver-

sion we use is found about 390 and 

became ‘standardized’ over time.  

Luther used this creed in his Small 

Catechism which he presented, 

rightfully we believe, in a Trinitar-

ian form for his explanations – Fa-

ther, Son and Holy Spirit.  Most of 

us ‘old Lutherans’ memorized the 

creed and Luther’s explanations in 

confirmation classes. 

 

The Nicene Creed developed out 

of the Council of Nicaea held in 

325.  This council was held to set-

tle, hopefully, and theological ‘bat-

tle’ wage between Athanasias and 

Arius in Alexandria, Egypt.  To try 

to keep it simple, Arius denied the 

Trinitarian nature of God, denying 

thereby that Jesus was True God as 

well as true man.  Athanasias was 

a staunch defender of the true deity 

of Jesus and the true personhood of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 

Emperor Constantine decided that 

this issue, which was dividing the 

Church, should be settled once and 

for all and he called the Church 

leaders from around the empire to 

meet and decide between the two 

disputed teachings.  With few 

modifications, this creed was ap-

proved again formally in 381 and it 

has been central in the teaching 

and usage of the most Christian 

churches since.  It was used to 

combat the Arian heresy, which 

persisted, and still is found in var-

ied forms today. 

This persistence led to the Atha-

nasian Creed which was passed 

by the Council of Chalcedon in 

451.  It is most commonly used on 

Trinity Sunday, as we did again 

this year.  You may have noticed it 

is a bit longer than the other two.  

It is still of value to defend the true 

nature of the One True God and 

thus it is a valuable reminder to us 

as a differentiation between Chris-

tianity and other religions.  Yes, it 

may be a bit difficult to fully com-

prehend, but then we are mere hu-

mans trying to understand God 

who is our creator and redeemer, 

and far more than the human mind 

can fully comprehend. 

 

The Book of Concord from 1580 

is a compilation of documents 

which define our understanding of 

Holy Scripture and of what we be-

lieve and teach as Lutherans.  The 

first listed documents in this book 

are the three creeds just listed.  At 

ordination, our pastors swear to 

believe, teach and follow these po-

sitions.  While the other documents 

are longer than the creeds, they are 

not beyond the ability of most 

laymen to understand – remember 

that these were presented and un-

derstood by lay leaders as well as 

pastors.  Many of you are already 

familiar with one of the documents 

– Luther’s Small Catechism. 

 

If you wish to review the Athana-

sian Creed, it is on page 319 of the 

Hymnal and the Small Catechism 

follows right after.  Both are wor-

thy of periodic review. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

Our mid-week Bible Study, the Men’s Fellowship, and the Ladies’ Guild are on Summer Break. 

These will resume in September so watch for the returning schedules. 

 

Also watch for bulletin, newsletter and email notices of any special events. 


