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Misplaced 
Doubt 

 

(I thank our Lutheran Hour speak-

er, Dr. Michael Zieger, for the fol-

lowing thoughts) 

 

Now Thomas, one of the twelve, 

called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came [after rising from 

the dead]. So the other disciples 

told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Un-

less I see in His hands the mark of 

the nails, and place my finger into 

the mark of the nails, and place my 

hand into His side, I will never be-

lieve.” John 20:24-25 

 

Doubting was not Thomas’ prima-

ry problem. That he doubted 

wasn’t the real issue. Whom he 

doubted was. In a world like this, 

breathtakingly beautiful, yet devas-

tatingly broken by sin, I don’t fault 

anyone for having doubts. People 

often cannot be depended upon. 

Leaders often seem to care more 

about power and politics and pos-

turing than about doing the right 

deeds for the right reason. Those 

we love the most sometimes hurt 

us the worst. Nothing on earth can 

be counted on 100 percent. So, 

doubt isn’t entirely misplaced. 

Doubting probably keeps us from 

being gullible and vulnerable to 

what seems too good to be true. 

 

The promises of Jesus often seem 

too good to be true. He promises 

us peace that the world cannot 

give, peace that the chaos in the 

world can’t chase away. He prom-

ises to take away sins that the 

world will not ever forgive. He 

promises life and love. So, if you 

doubt what God has done for you 

in Jesus Christ, your doubts are 

misplaced. 

 

Martin Luther once quipped: For 

“although Christians continue to 

believe until they die, yet they of-

ten stumble and begin to doubt” 

(Luther’s Works 54: 454). Being 

baptized does not mean you are no 

longer human; it does mean that, in 

the struggle of being all-too-

human, you’ve been given a bap-

tismal promise, a promise that en-

gulfs your doubts in three splashes 

of water in the strong name of the 

Holy Trinity. Praise Jesus who 

says: “Do not disbelieve, but be-

lieve” (John 20:27b). Speaking life 

through Word and the Sacraments, 

the Holy Spirit creates and curates 

our faith. 
[continued next page] 
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In this life itself we will have trouble believing. “Un-

less I see in His hands the mark of the nails,” Thomas 

defiantly proclaims, unless I “place my finger into the 

mark of the nails, and place my hand into His side, I 

will never believe.” Piercing the cloud of doubt, Jesus 

helps Thomas finally see the truth, and the doubter 

confesses the faith exuberantly: “My Lord and my 

God” (John 20:28b). This same risen Lord walks vic-

toriously right through our skepticism and cynicism 

and raises you and me from our sea of doubt. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Channels of God’s 
Amazing Love 

 

Because God is love, His nature is 

to love. Love is not merely an at-

tribute of God; it is His character. 

“God is love,” (1 John 4:8), and 

His love to us is a gift. From the 

time that He created the world, 

God has never stopped pouring out 

His love. He gives us His complete 

and perfect love not because we 

are worthy or attractive people, but 

because He is a God of unfathom-

able love. That love moved Him to 

give His Son to rescue us from sin 

that entered the world when Adam 

and Eve disobeyed God by eating 

the forbidden fruit. Out of obedi-

ence to His Father and love for us, 

Jesus gave His life for us. Through 

His birth, life, death, and resurrec-

tion from that death, we through 

faith have received the forgiveness 

of our sins and life eternal.   
 

We often find it very difficult to 

love someone we believe does not 

deserve our love or who does not 

reciprocate our love. God’s love 

overcomes those barriers that each 

of us has. He loves us even though 

we are unworthy of His love. He 

doesn't love us because we please 

Him. He loves us simply because 

He is love. His love is uncondi-

tional. This is the difference be-

tween God and us. Since “God 

shows His love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8), 

we must realize that we, too, are 

undeserving. How can we withhold 

love from others when we our-

selves have received such abun-

dant, undeserved love from our 

Father in Christ? 

 

God charges us to share His love. 

As the Holy Spirit leads and di-

rects us, convicts and encourages 

us, the command to love others 

becomes a joy, not an obligation. It 

is God’s love flowing through us 

to others that makes loving others 

natural and joyful. Throughout 

God’s Word, He calls us to love 

everyone which includes not only 

our families and friends but our 

enemies, neighbors, and strangers. 

Jesus tells His disciples that, when 

they feed the hungry, give drink to 

the thirsty, welcome the stranger, 

clothe the naked, care for the sick 

and visit those in prison, they are 

really doing it for Jesus (Matthew 

25:35-40). When we love our 

neighbors, God’s love is perfected 

and shown in us and through us. 

 

God’s love to us in Christ is that 

power that enables us to love Him 

and others. “We love because He 

first loved us” (1 John 4:19). By 

God’s grace, we become people 

responding out of love to serve 

those He places in our lives. When 

needs arise, Jesus opens our eyes 

and hearts so we can respond to 

those needs. The Apostle John 

wrote, “But if anyone has the 

world’s goods and sees his 

brother in need, yet closes his 

heart against him, how does God 

love abide in him?” (1 John 3:17). 

Are others seeing God’s love 

through us?” May God help us all 

be channels of God’s amazing 

love. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Bank Parking Lot Dates 
 

Grace has the CS Bank [formerly: Cornerstone Bank] Parking Lot on Saturday, June 4 from 8:00 to 4:00. 

We will have a sign-up sheet in May for those who are able to work that day. 

Also note, the Women’s Guild has it on Saturday, July 2. (see Guild minutes) 

Please take note of these dates and put them on your calendar or “To Do” list. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/how-to-make-god-happy-701961
https://www.learnreligions.com/how-to-make-god-happy-701961


 
 

Grace Lutheran 
Women’s Guild 

 

Minutes – approved as corrected. 

Treasurers Report approved as 

presented.  

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  

WG Bylaws – A new copy of the 

Women’s Guild Bylaws were pre-

sented to all in attendance.  After 

discussion and corrections, the By-

laws were approved as corrected 

and will be distributed before the 

next meeting.  

 

Two versions of our Mission & 

Purpose were presented.  Discus-

sion was had and a vote to accept 

the updated version with the addi-

tion of these thoughts, ‘Provide 

opportunities for spiritual growth 

and Christian fellowship’, were 

accepted unanimously.  

 

The WG will decorate for the 

Easter Breakfast on Friday April 

15th at 10:00 AM. The WG will 

provide a Continental Breakfast for 

Easter this year. [completed, ed.] 

 

Circuit Pastors Lunch, for their 

April 19th Meeting here at Grace.  

We have planned an Asian meal 

and the membership has signed up 

for various items. The meal will be 

served at noon.  Please contact 

Barbara Herring if you wish to 

help. [completed, ed.] 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Yard Sale – As previously noted 

we postponed the Yards & Yards 

of Yard Sales at church for this 

Spring, instead we will have 3 ta-

bles at the HOLIDAY ISLAND 

BARN YARD SALE.  Which will 

be held Friday May 6th   from 9:00 

AM to 3:00 PM and Saturday May 

7th from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM.  If 

you have items you would like to 

include or if you would like to help 

on those days, please contact Terri 

Herman.  All money collected will 

be donated to the Women’s Guild 

for Mission Projects.  (Reminder 

– Women’s Guild rule – Please 

do not include clothing items for 

the sale.)   

WG GAME NIGHT – Friday 

June 3, at 5:00 PM.  This is our 

first scheduled Game Night.  Men 

and women are invited to partici-

pate.  Snacks will be provided.   

 

WG – Next Meeting.  –  Alternate 

Date.  We plan to meet on May 11 

for lunch at Thai House Restaurant 

in Eureka Springs.  This will not 

be a Full meeting.  Please watch 

for the sign-up sheet at the back of 

church (after Easter).  Carpool 

from Church will be available.  We 

will not hold a regularly scheduled 

meeting until September 20, 2022. 

 

REMINDERS:   May Meeting/ 

Lunch at Thai House on 5-11-22 

@ 11:00 AM (See Above) 

WG Bank Parking Day – Saturday 

July 2, 2022.  Watch for sign-up 

sheet 

 

All women of the congregation are 

invited to attend.  If you have ques-

tions, please ask a Guild member.  

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Barbara Herring, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 
Birthdays 

Robert Herring  6 

Kathy Stephens  7 

 
Dean & Lisa Bennett 

Gordon & Nancy Harris 

Ken & Bernie Haydon 

Lavern & Terri Herman 

Pastor & Barb Herring 

Joe & Sherry Steichen 

Phyllis Wiegers 

 

May 
Anniversaries 

Chris & Alejandra Hardgrove 17 



Easter – 2022  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Work Continues  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


