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The Crossroads Crisis 
 

The following is an article I wrote 

in 2004. The statistics quoted are 

out of date and are probably much 

worse than they indicate 18 years 

ago but the basic thoughts and 

conclusions are still relevant to-

day. Please read this carefully and 

see what you can do to make a dif-

ference. 

 

Let me share with you some bits of 

information that all point to an im-

portant crossroads where Christi-

anity finds itself today: 

 

1. In the United States, there are 

     320,000 churches. Compare 

that to the 50,000 post offices and 

the 91,000 elementary and second-

ary schools. Compare that to the 

15,000 McDonald’s. As you think 

about our culture, who has the im-

pact on people’s lives? “We do not 

lack churches: we lack churches 

that are maximizing their potential 

to positively influence lives for 

Christ” (George Barna, The State 

of the Church 2002, pp. 129-130). 

 

2. Only 10-15% of the nation’s 

     churches could be rated highly 

effective in the way they form 

people in Christ. “Post-modern 

Christianity is chock-full of ‘reli-

gious’ men and women with little 

faith in Christ— ‘Christian agnos-

tics,’ if you will.” (Leonard Sweet, 

Soul Tsunami, p. 50). 

 

3. Over the last twenty years, six 

     churches have closed their 

doors every day. The church in the 

United States is rapidly losing its 

grip on the American culture. “Re-

ligious researches are already pre-

dicting that 60% of the congrega-

tions now in existence will be 

closed by 2050” (Norman Shaw-

chuck and Gustave Rath, Bench-

marks of Quality in the Church). 

 

Now, I invite you take this quiz: 

Can you, in your own words, state 

the words of John 3:16? Can you 

explain what “The Gospel” 

means? Can you define the “Great 

Commission”? If you answer 

“yes” to these three questions, you 

are in a small group of people: 4% 

of the adults of the United States 

population. That includes all the 

denominational executives, pas-

tors, leaders of churches, and eve-

ryone else! 
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I am very hopeful that you are 

among the group who could an-

swer those three questions correct-

ly. The fact of the matter is, along 

with other current information, it 

appears that Christianity is quickly 

falling by the roadside in terms of 

importance in the lives of people. 

It doesn’t have to be this way. 

 

Let me ask you—how are you 

demonstrating your belief that Je-

sus is Lord and Savior of your life 

and the world? Can your family 

members tell by watching how you 

live and by what you say that God 

is your number one priority? Do 

your co-workers know that you 

attend church and that Jesus is the 

main influence in your life? The 

Lord does not expect you to wit-

ness to every last person in this 

world—only those He has placed 

within your sphere of influence. 

 

Please, let your light shine so that 

there can be no question as to your 

allegiance to your Lord. We can 

turn around our influence in our 

world so that Christ and His mes-

sage of salvation is known and be-

lieved by many. Let’s start today! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Stewards Are Channels 
of God’s Blessings 

 
What is your response to the ques-

tion, “Are you a channel or a ter-

minal?” This question isn’t one at 

the forefronts of our minds, but it 

might be self-enlightening to con-

sider it. A channel is a person who 

receives God’s gifts and blessings 

and shares with others all that 

he/she is able. God made us to be 

channels of His blessings to others, 

and, through faith, we all become 

potential channels for God to use. 

In contrast, a person who acts as a 

terminal focuses on keeping what 

he/she receives. God’s blessings 

stay with that person. 

 

Why are some of us channels and 

others terminals? One of the major 

reasons is the different perspective 

on ownership. People who act as 

terminals view themselves as the 

true owners of what they have, be-

cause they don’t see God as the 

source of “every good gift and 

every perfect gift” (James 1:17). 

In their minds, they own what they 

possess, having earned it all with 

their sweat and skill. In order to 

become God’s channels instead of 

terminals, we need God to change 

our hearts. By His grace, we be-

come His channels. By grace, we 

are enabled to acknowledge God as 

the giver of our lives and all of our 

blessings. With this new under-

standing, we recognize how God 

wants to use us as His channels 

through whom He can serve oth-

ers. Our new hearts empower us to 

hold onto things loosely, freeing us 

to become giving and sharing peo-

ple. We become God’s channels 

through whom He shares both spir-

itual and material blessings. Peter 

the Apostle wrote, “As each has 

received a gift, use it to serve one 

another, as good stewards of 

God’s varied grace” (1 Peter 

4:10). 

 

God honors us with the privilege 

and responsibility to be His chan-

nels. We may be reluctant to be-

lieve we can be blessings to others, 

thinking we are not adequate for 

God to use. Don’t be concerned! 

God can use us in many different 

ways. What we offer may only be 

a smile, a helping hand, a phone 

call, or words of encouragement. 

One of the more meaningful ways 

that God can use us is to share 

what we’ve gone through in our 

lives. Sharing our life’s struggles 

and challenges can be an encour-

agement to others as they face dif-

ficulties. 

 

When God uses us as channels for 

His blessings, we need to be mind-

ful that He is the one Who accom-

plishes all things. We are but hum-

ble servants prepared for His ser-

vice. Any success that comes from 

our service belongs to God.   

 

May God help us all to be channels 

rather than terminals. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 
 

Take Notice:  Ladies’ Guild, Men’s Fellowship, and Mid-Week Bible Study will be on ‘vacation’ for 

the summer months.  If, or when, something comes up for a project or need, information will be in the bulletins 

or will be email to the congregation.  Keep a look out for any information.  Thank you! 



 
Parking lot view – road view on next page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                            As begun! 

 

June 
Birthdays 

Sheldon Knuth 18 

Terri Herman                   21 

Glenna Cates 29 

 

June 
Anniversaries 

Dean & Lisa Bennett 1 

Randall & Vicki Garrett  17 

Ken & Bernie Haydon 19 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church, Iowa City 

 
Please read the Elders’ Thoughts on the next for information 

 

 
Trinity Sunday – June 12 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 
24 And let us consider how to stir 

up one another to love and good 

works, 25 not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another, and 

all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near. (Hebrews 10 ESV) 

We call them ‘churches’ – which 

may be fine for the building – but 

what we actually have are ‘congre-

gations’.  A congregation is a gath-

ering of God’s people for Word 

and Sacrament and encouragement 

of one another.  These can, and 

should be, places of joy and also 

good memories.  When God is at 

work, good things happen. 

My first church was Trinity in Des 

Moines where I was baptized, but I 

do not remember that since I was 

about a month-and-a-half old.  But 

later I have many good memories 

of attending services and other 

events with parents and grandpar-

ents. 

Our Redeemer in Iowa City was a 

place where our family were char-

ter members; where I was or-

dained; where Bernie first join a 

Lutheran congregation; where we 

were married (see anniversaries on 

pervious page).  I have great mem-

ories of things in congregations I 

have served and Grace is top on 

the list. 

I bring these up to encourage you 

to look at your life and your expe-

riences.  Look for ways in which 

God has blessed you through His 

people in various places and your 

life has been enriched and formed.  

Certainly, everyone has their own 

story and yet there can and will be 

similarities. 

The key has always been that these 

were place where God’s Word was 

central and was proclaimed.  It is 

through that Word that the Holy 

Spirit works to enliven and moti-

vate people to love and help one 

another.  I thank God regularly for 

all the blessing He provides in 

congregations. 

As we begin June this year by cel-

ebrating Pentecost and the sending 

of the Holy Spirit, it is a good time 

to reflect and give thanks.  When 

God said after creating Adam, “It 

is not good that the man should be 

alone; I will make him a helper fit 

for him” (Genesis 2:18), He was 

indicating more than the need for 

the creation of Eve.  We were not 

created to be alone and isolated but 

rather to be associated with others 

in families.  One of the largest 

families is the family of God – 

sons and daughters brought togeth-

er through Baptism into the name 

of the Triune God.  I thank Him for 

bringing us together. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Work on the new look to the front of the church’s 

property has begun but progress has been slowed 

by the weather.  Here is a view of some done recently. 

 
Here is some work which is progressing nicely 

God is providing the work of actual growth. 

Our thanks to those who have helped in this work. 


