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In View of 
God’s Mercy 

 

Lent is a season when we take a 

look at our lives in view of God’s 

mercy toward us in the sacrifice of 

His Son for us on the cross. We, in 

turn, are called by God, especially 

during this time of repentance and 

reflection, to be living sacrifices 

for Him, displaying our devotion 

to Him in word and deed. Our 

midweek Lenten services reflect 

this theme, “In View of God’s 

Mercy,” and we will begin with 

our Ash Wednesday service at 5:00 

pm on March 2nd. Holy Commun-

ion and the Imposition of Ashes 

will be part of our service. The 

Women’s Guild will have a Taco 

Bar following the service for eve-

ryone to enjoy as their evening 

meal. 

 

Here are the weekly themes for 

you to consider: 

 

Ash Wednesday (March 2) – 

Mercy in Ashes, Joel 2:13. As we 

are marked with ashes on this day, 

a reminder to us of our sins, we are 

reminded, too, of the mercy of our 

God who lifts us from our ashes to 

new life in Christ. 

 

Lent Midweek 1 (March 9) – 

Mercy in Temptation, 1 Corinthi-

ans 10:13. In the midst of tempta-

tions, our merciful God provides 

us with a way out through His Son, 

who was tempted just as we are, 

yet without sin. 

 

Lent Midweek 2 (March 16) – 

Mercy in Suffering, 1 Peter 2:23. 

No life is without suffering, but 

our sufferings are not worth com-

paring to the glory to be revealed 

to us in Jesus by God’s great mer-

cy. 

 

Lent Midweek 3 (March 23) – 

Mercy in Betrayal, 1 Peter 3:11. 

Though we may turn away from 

our God again and again, our Lord 

continues to call us back into His 

merciful arms for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Lent Midweek 4 (March 30) – 

Mercy in Relationships, Ephesians 

4:32. Within the communities God 

has placed us, we are given the 

grace to treat one another as Christ 

has cared for us in His love and 

mercy. 
[continued next page] 
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Lent Midweek 5 (April 6) – Mer-

cy in Service, Hebrews 6:10. In 

response to God’s kindness to us in 

Jesus, we serve in mercy the needs 

of those around us by Christ’s ex-

ample. 

 

I pray you can join us for all of 

these services to learn of God’s 

mercy for all of us. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Trust Prompts 
Giving 

 
Jesus tells an amazing story about 

a poor widow who places all of her 

trust in the Lord.  The Gospel of 

Luke (also in Mark) records Jesus’ 

observing a poor widow putting 

two small copper coins into the 

temple collection box.  At the same 

time, He saw some wealthy indi-

viduals giving large amounts of 

money.  Jesus said something sur-

prising when He said that the wid-

ow “has put in more than all of 

them.” (Luke 21:3).  We are told 

that the wealthy “contributed out 

of their abundance.” (verse 4).  

These people made a show of their 

wealth by dropping large coins in 

the box so others could hear as 

well as see their giving.  The rich 

gave abundantly, but their giving 

didn’t cost them that much, be-

cause they still had plenty left over 

for themselves.  The poor widow’s 

giving witnessed to her trust in 

God and in His ability to care and 

provide for her.  With her trust and 

faith in her heavenly Father, she 

gave everything she had with joy 

and confidence   She didn’t have 

money for her next meal, but she 

gave willingly.  In a sense, she was 

giving herself.  She knew that God 

would supply the provisions that 

she would need.   

 

When is the last time, you’ve given 

your entire paycheck to God 

through your church, or when is 

the last time you’ve given away all 

of your savings?  Most of us would 

say that this has never happened.  

While God may not be calling 

most of us to give all that we have 

away, He does want us to give 

regularly and generously of all we 

receive.  Why do many of us fail to 

give in proportion to what we earn 

to the Lord through our church and 

other Christian organizations?  

Each of us has different and unique 

circumstances, but the one com-

mon element that keeps most of us 

from giving freely and generously 

is fear.  We hold tightly onto our 

money because we are afraid that 

the money we’ve accumulated may 

not be enough.  We allow the 

money and stuff that we accumu-

late to become our security.  The 

poor widow had little, but, if she 

had any fear, she overcame it.  She 

gave all that she had out of trust in 

the Lord. 

 

Jesus spoke a lot about giving be-

cause giving is an important part of 

our lives as God’s people.  Wheth-

er we have little, like the poor 

widow, or much, like the 

“wealthy” we read about in Luke, 

God calls us to give regularly and 

generously.  Giving expresses our 

gratitude to God for Who He is and 

what He has done for us especially 

through His Son, Jesus.  Every-

thing that we have has come from 

the Lord.  “What do you have 

that you did not receive?  If then 

you received it, why do you boast 

as if you did not receive it?” (1 

Corinthians 4:7).  By grace, God 

gives each of us life, and He pro-

vides everything we need for our 

lives.  All that we are and have are 

gifts from God.  Giving is one of 

the many ways that we express our 

thanks and our worship of Him. 

 

May God help us place our trust in 

the Lord and demonstrate that trust 

through our generous giving. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

After the Transfiguration, Matthew tells us in chapter 17: 

9 And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son 

of Man is raised from the dead.”  

22 As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into the 

hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly dis-

tressed. 



 
 

Women’s Guild 
 

The Women’s Guild met on Feb-

ruary 15, 2022, at 3:00 PM for a 

short meeting and to set-up for the 

Valentines Pizza Dinner held in the 

Fellowship Hall at 5:00 PM.  

 

There were 9 women present at the 

meeting where President Terri 

Herman opened the meeting with 

prayer and a devotion titled:  Pray-

ers from the Heart, (based on Mat-

thew 6:5) from the book – “The 

Illustrated Word of Jesus for 

Women.  

 

Minutes and Treasurers Report 

were read and approved.   

 

LCMS Mission Project – Mercy 

Medical Teams was presented, 

discussed and approval was given 

to support them with $250.00.  

MMT program exists to enhance 

medical care in underserved region 

around the globe.  

 

Two categories of teams exist:  

Primary Care Teams- Usually 

operate mobile, primary-care clin-

ics for two to six days per location.  

  

Community Health Education 

Teams – Are deployed to urban & 

rural areas to teach positive health 

habits to people in some of the 

poorest places in the world.  They 

incorporate local leaders and con-

centrate on efforts of long term 

solutions that break the cycle of 

poverty and disease.   

 

We continue to work on updating 

or re-creating the GLWG Bylaws.   

Our Mission & Purpose statement 

is also being updated.   

 

The Yard Sale scheduled for April 

has been put on hold for the time 

being.  Stay tuned for further up-

dates.  

 

We plan to serve a Taco Dinner 

after the Ash Wednesday Service, 

and a sign-up sheet will be posted.   

 

All women of Grace are invited to 

attend.  It is generally held the 3rd 

Tuesday of the month at 11:00 

AM.  A Bible Study starts at 10:00 

AM.   

This may be subject to change. 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  

Barbara Herring, Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 
Birthdays 

Tom Mancuso 11 

Sharon Schultz 16 

Chris Hardgrove     17 

Deana Moore 18 

Ramona Koch 19 

Lisa Bennett 21 

Myles Schultz 26 

 

March 
Anniversaries 
   Tom & Dianna Mancuso 18 

   Bruce & Jane Bleser 20 

 

 
Birthday Girl, Phyllis 

CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP  

is the free and joyous activity of the child of God and 

God's family, the church, in managing all of life and 

life's resources for God's purposes. 
 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

The Book of Ecclesiastes is part of 

the Biblical “Wisdom Literature”.  

This is identified as coming from 

Solomon, Son of David, the king 

following his father. 

When Solomon was a young king, 

God promised to give him whatev-

er he asked for.  Solomon asked 

for wisdom to rule God’s people.  

[see 1 Kings 3 for details]  From 

what follows, we see he did use his 

wisdom to rule the people.  How-

ever, unfortunately, he did not use 

that wisdom to rule his life.  You 

can find more of that in the rest of 

First Kings. 

according to several traditions, 

both Jewish and Christian, Ecclesi-

astes was written late in his life 

and it seems to indicate that he has 

found the folly in his life and re-

pents.  He offers warnings and 

wisdom to those who are willing to 

listen. 

You may be familiar with the line 

“Vanity of vanities, all is vanity!”  

Well now, just what does ‘vanity’ 

mean?  If you look it up, one defi-

nition is “empty” which pretty well 

captures the original language.  Let 

us look at some of things he calls 

‘empty’ or non-fulfilling or useless 

or inadequate. 

Chapter 2: self-indulgence, living 

wisely, toil. 

Chapter 3: about time. 

Chapter 4: about evil. 

Chapter 5: Wealth and Honor 

Chapter 6: Vanity 

All of these things he examines 

from the human point of view.  By 

‘human’ I mean the natural man as 

standard equipment – what Paul 

calls ‘the flesh’ and Luther calls 

‘the Old Adam’.  Left to human 

means alone, the sinful nature 

roars in and corrupts all.  Some 

never move beyond this way of 

looking at and doing things and 

even believers, as Solomon learned 

in his life, are not immune to temp-

tations and the wiles of Satan.  Left 

to our own devises, it is not a hap-

py picture. 

Succeeding chapters deal with 

God’s view and actions.  Here 

there is hope and a right basis to 

view and to use all that life has to 

offer.  True order and value come 

from God who created all things 

orderly and very good. 

Jesus captured this in His Sermon 

on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).  He 

sums it up in chapter 6: 33 But seek 

first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these 

things will be added to you.  

When we put God first and let Him 

lead, we can make headway with a 

purpose.  In our Baptism, God has 

given us His Holy Spirit to guide 

our understanding and actions. 

God has revealed His will and 

wisdom in Holy Scripture which 

the Spirit uses to create and pre-

serve faith in us thus making us 

part of God’s Kingdom.  As those 

whom God has made and called 

His children, we are never left 

alone.  Solomon sums it up in 

chapter 12: 

12 My son, beware of anything 

beyond these. Of making many 

books there is no end, and much 

study is a weariness of the flesh. 

13 The end of the matter; all has 

been heard. Fear God and keep 

his commandments, for this is 

the whole duty of man.  

Verse 12 in today’s world is that 

there are many opinions out there – 

see social media – but only God’s 

opinion matters. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 
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Eddy Bleser 
 

Eddy & mirror 

 
Ella Goline  

Willow & Ella 

 


