
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  January 2022 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Believer Sent –  

Message Received! 
  

Sharing your faith is easier than 

you think. You and I, as Christians, 

are appointed, anointed, and sent 

out into this world to tell the fun-

damental message about Jesus. On 

that first Christmas, angels brought 

a clear message about Jesus to the 

shepherds. Upon hearing the news, 

shepherds hurried to see Jesus. 

They couldn't help sharing all that 

they had heard and seen. Believer 

sent; message received. 

  

The method is the same for us. 

Let's say a volunteer reads a 

Christmas book with a child; along 

the way, the child says to the vol-

unteer, "I've never heard this story 

before." Believer sent; message 

received. 

  

But hasn't everyone heard of Je-

sus? Times have changed! Many 

grownups will hear about Jesus for 

the first time, learning that they 

have a Savior. Imagine that! They 

find out that the God of the uni-

verse knows and loves them per-

sonally and has rescued them from 

hopeless anonymity and aimless-

ness.  

  

Jesus is for you. Jesus took your 

pain and confusion. Jesus carried 

the heavy load to the cross and has 

this eternal, abundant life in store 

for you right now! It's not just that 

Jesus wants you to know His 

grace, His mercy, and peace for 

yourself; He wants you to see the 

joy of seeing others receive it for 

themselves! 

  

As believers in Jesus, we are His 

people now and forever. And with 

that new identity, the Bible says 

that you are here: “... that you 

may proclaim the excellencies of 

him who called you out of dark-

ness into his marvelous light" (1 

Peter 2:9).          [continued next page] 
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You are sent, dear friends! Go 

about living your life, but with 

eyes wide open to the grace of God 

in Jesus for you and for others. 

Sharing this essential truth does 

have some risk — some people 

may welcome you as you share 

your heart and your hope in Jesus, 

while others may not. You might 

be nervous as you share your faith 

and hope, but there is joy in know-

ing how your message has become 

a precious gift in someone's life. 

They will remember the one who 

brought them a new and eternal 

life in Jesus Christ.  

  

That is our goal for 2022: Believer 

Sent—message received. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Experiencing the  

Joy of Generosity 
 

In a couple of weeks, we will 

begin our stewardship emphasis 

titled “Experiencing the Joy of 

Generosity.” I believe this will be a 

blessing to those who already are 

experiencing the joy of being gen-

erous with the gifts God has given 

them and we pray that this effort 

will help everyone experience the 

joy that comes from giving faith-

fully and generously. 

 

When we give to God through giv-

ing to our church and others, we 

experience one of the true joys of 

being Christians. Jesus said, “It is 

more blessed to give than to re-

ceive.” (Acts 20:35) God doesn’t 

need our gifts, but He asks us to 

give them. He accepts and uses 

them and gives us joy in sharing 

them. As we respond to God’s love 

for us by giving back to Him part 

of what He’s given to us, He reacts 

by giving us even more. “Give, 

and it will be given to you. Good 

measure, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over, will be 

put into your lap. For with the 

measure you use it will be meas-

ured to you.” (Luke 6:38) Alt-

hough we don’t give so that we 

will receive God’s blessings, 

God’s Word promises us that, 

when we give faithfully and will-

ingly, we will receive an abun-

dance of spiritual blessings and, 

for some, material blessings as 

well. 

 

Have you ever wondered why 

you’re left with such a joyful feel-

ing when you’re able to give a gift 

to your church or to help a person 

in need? The answer to that ques-

tion may be rooted in us as Chris-

tians who are being recreated in 

the image of God. To be made in 

God’s image means we are made 

to be like Him whose nature is to 

give. Giving helps us feel fulfilled 

as we reflect His nature. Although 

the image of God was lost by sin, 

as those converted by faith in Je-

sus, we “have put on the new self, 

which is being renewed in 

knowledge after the image of its 

creator.” (Colossians 3:10) Our 

Creator empowers us to give joy-

fully to our church and others ac-

cording to His will. With this atti-

tude of joyful gratitude, God keeps 

us close to Him and other see His 

image through us. 

 

Our pursuit for fulfillment and joy 

culminates in the discovery that we 

receive those things when, by 

God’s grace, we respond with ea-

gerness to God’s directive to give. 

Like David, we exclaim, “But who 

(are we) … that we should be 

able thus to offer willingly? For 

all things come from You, and of 

Your own have we given You.” 

(1 Chronicles 29:14) 

 

I pray that the emphasis “Experi-

encing the Joy of Generosity” will 

be a blessing to you! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies’ Guild 
Since there was not December meeting, there are 

no minutes from it.  However, the following was 

in the previous minutes: Next Bible study/ busi-

ness meeting scheduled for January 18, 2022, at 

10:00 a.m.  Dianna will give the devotion and 

Barbara will provide refreshments. 

Men’s Fellowship 
 

We will meet on the second Monday of January as 

the usual time – 8:30am – and place – the fellowship 

hall.  We will have breakfast and a brief meeting then 

take down the Christmas decorations. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 
Birthdays 

Paula Sell 11 

Dianna Mancuso 29 

Randall Garrett 30 

Tony Willmuth 31 

 

January 
Anniversaries 

Lyle and Charlotte Bonner 9 

Sheldon & Lee Knuth 11 

Robert & Barbara Herring 25 

 
Dean & Lisa Bennett 

Gordon & Nancy Harris 

Ken & Bernie Haydon 

Lavern & Terri Herman 

Pastor & Barb Herring 

Joe & Sherry Steichen 

Phyllis Wiegers 

Thank you! 
 

Bernie and I wish to send a 

very big THANKS! To all 

of you for your Christmas 

greetings, cards and gifts.  

The Congregational gift 

was exceedingly generous 

and we appreciate it very 

much.  However, the great-

est gift you have given is 

the love and fellowship we 

have had together through 

out the past year – and that 

in some trying times. 

 

We pray God will bless all 

of you in the coming year 

as we seek to serve our 

Lord together. 

 

Ken and Bernie Haydon 

 

A blessed 2022 to all! 

 
Another baptism: Edward James Bleser!  Welcome to God’s family. 

 
Edward’s family joining him in this time of joy. 


