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Perspective 
 

You and I may look at the same 

situation and see it two different 

ways. It all depends upon our per-

spective. Here is an example: We 

walk into a room together and I 

may judge the temperature as be-

ing too cool and you may consider 

it to be too warm in the same 

space. We look at a painting in a 

museum—I don’t like it and you 

do. It all depends upon our per-

spective. 

 

Thanksgiving is a wonderful time 

to examine our perspective for you 

see that we can quibble with our 

family and friends at our turkey 

feast about our likes and dislikes 

about certain foods and who 

should get the last piece of pie. But 

there are hundreds of thousands of 

Haitians in the Caribbean who will 

go hungry this November due to 

do the turmoil that their country 

has faced the past several years. 

 

I don’t say these things trying to 

spoil your holiday celebration. In-

stead, I simply want to remind you 

to thank your Lord for all the 

countless blessings that are yours 

again this year. Whether it is a full 

featured dinner table at Thanksgiv-

ing surrounded by loved ones, 

please remember there are those 

close to you who will not enjoy 

those same types of blessings. A 

friend may have lost a loved one 

due to death and will have to face 

the holidays dealing with that loss. 

They might be able to use some 

love from you. 

 

A co-worker is facing the possibil-

ity of financial change in life and 

could use a word of support. Your 

words and prayers may be just 

what they need. A neighbor’s 

household is facing upheaval due 

to divorce. Your act of kindness 

may be the relief for the moment 

of stress that neighbor is looking 

for. Don’t be afraid to reach out to 

them. 

 

[continues on net page] 

 

 

 

The King’s 
 

 

Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
 

Grace Lutheran 
179 Holiday Island Drive 

Holiday Island, AR 72631 
479-253-9040 

www.gracelutheranhi.org 

 



 

 

  

 

 

Giving thanks can give us the per-

spective of understanding the 

depth of God’s love for us. He 

gave us His Son, Jesus, Who died 

on the cross for each of us to re-

deem us from that which robs us 

from a life of eternal peace and 

joy. That love enables us to love 

others and to give back to God and 

to those around us a portion of the 

many blessings that are ours. That 

is the perspective from which we 

view the world today and every 

day. 

 

It’s easy for our perspective to get 

out of balance from where it 

should be. When you feel your 

perspective going the “wrong” 

way, let me suggest this verse from 

the Apostle Paul, “… giving 

thanks always and for every-

thing to God the Father in the 

Father in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ …” (Ephesians 

5:20). These words will assist you, 

as they do me, in getting your per-

spective back in the right direction. 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

In View of 
God’s Mercy 

 
The World Book Dictionary de-

fines mercy as: “More kindness 

than justice requires; kindness be-

yond what can be claimed or ex-

pected.” Mercy is one of the at-

tributes of God. God is not obligat-

ed to show mercy, but He chooses 

to do so in keeping with His na-

ture. God shows mercy because 

God is “merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love and faithfulness” 

(Exodus 34:6). Because God is 

merciful, we do not receive our 

due penalty for our sins. God gives 

us underserved blessing after 

blessing. 

 

Through faith, we understand how 

blessed we are that God is merciful 

toward us. So how should we re-

spond to God’s mercies expressed 

in Christ? The Apostle Paul in his 

letter to the Romans told them, and 

He tells us the following: “There-

fore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God—which 

is your spiritual act of worship” 

(Romans 12:1 NIV). 

 

In response to God’s mercy, we 

respond with praise and thanksgiv-

ing. In the Old Testament, one of 

the ways that God’s people hon-

ored and thanked God for His mer-

cy and blessings was through ani-

mal sacrifices. Animals were cer-

emonially killed and presented to 

the Lord. Jesus’ death on the Cross 

became the sacrifice that eliminat-

ed the ongoing need for animal 

sacrifices.  As New Testament 

Christians, Paul is now asking the 

Romans and us to “offer [our] 

bodies as living sacrifices.” In-

stead of bringing animals as substi-

tutes for us, we offer ourselves. 

Through the Holy Spirit working 

in us, we are able and willing to 

respond to God’s mercy by faith-

fully offering our lives and bodies 

through using our time, talent, and 

money in service to the Lord.  Paul 

calls this our “spiritual act of 

worship.” 

 

In the second verse in Romans 12, 

Paul is exhorting us, “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you 

may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and accepta-

ble and perfect.” Paul is telling us 

that “in view of God’s mercy” we 

can and should stop following the 

ways of the world. With the help 

of the Holy Spirit, we are changed 

and transformed into new creations 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) who are ena-

bled to say “no” to the ways of the 

world and live according to God’s 

will. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving Worship Service 
Our Service for Thanksgiving will be held, as in the past, on the 

Wednesday evening before at 5:00pm with communion 

This year’s Thanksgiving Service is November 24. 



 
 

Ladies Guild 
October 19, 2021 

 

Prior to the business meeting, 

President Sharon Schultz led our 

Bible study Joy: fully Lutheran.   

 

REPORTS 

Minutes: Dianna read the Minutes 

of the Sept. 20, 2021.  With no 

corrections or amendments, 

minutes approved as read. 

 

Correspondence: Sharon shared 

an announcement from Paula Sell 

regarding the “Adopt A Survivor 

for Christmas” project sponsored 

by Into the Light.  This project is 

aimed at providing Christmas gifts 

for survivors of sex trafficking.  

Further discussion at November 

meeting. 

 

Treasurer's Report: The checking 

account balance is $2,059.05; 

savings account balance is 

$1,991.75.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

☧ Election of officers for 2022 

will be held at November 

meeting. The following candi-

dates were accepted for 

election:  for President, Terri 

Herman; for Vice President, 

Jane Bleser; for Secretary, 

Barbara Herring; for Treasurer, 

Dianna Mancuso. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

☧ Thanksgiving Dinner is tenta-

tively scheduled for Sunday, 

November 14, after the annual 

Voters' Assembly.  A sign-up 

sheet for menu items will be 

posted in the narthex. 

☧ We have been unable to find a 

current approved Constitution 

and By-laws.  After some 

discussion, Barbara entered a 

motion to set our by-laws to 

include that voting will be 

based on a majority vote of 

members in attendance at 

meetings. Motion approved. 

☧ Bernie will announce in church 

that our local Food Pantry is in 

great need of financial help and 

food donations. 

 

With no further business to 

consider, meeting adjourned with 

The Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso,  

Secretary/Treasurer 
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November 
Birthdays 

Stephen Goline                  4 

Allyson Achord  9 

Bernie Haydon 12 

Phil Stephens 12 

Vicki Garrett 24 

 

November 
Anniversaries 
Myles & Sharon Schultz 27 

 

 
 

Thursday Bible Study 
 

Due to Pastor Herring’s 

schedule and Thanksgiving, 

the Mid-Week Bible Study 

will not be held during  

November, but will resume in 

December – watch for the  

Times and information. 

Thank you! 

The Advent Season of the 

church year will begin on Sun-

day, November 28 and mid-week 

Advent services on December 1. 

Daylight Saving’s Time 

ends at 2:00am November 7; 

set you clocks back Saturday! 

 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

November 
November can be a busy time.  

Thanksgiving is probably the most 

notable to most people as a time 

for families to ‘get together.’  But 

more on that later.  In Eureka 

Springs it can have to do with tour-

ism, but we will ignore that for 

now.  What about the Church? 

 

November first is All Saints’ Day 

which has many connections to the 

Reformation and to Church cele-

brations.  It also gives us Hallow-

een.  The Old English form of All 

Saints is All Hallows.  The night 

before is the evening or eve of the 

day, which was corrupted to Hal-

loween.  The theory was that All 

Saints’ Day was too holy for any 

evil spirits, so they made major 

mischief the night before – hence, 

ghost and ghoul costumes. 

 

The Church’s tradition was to re-

member the believers who have 

gone before us.  We remember and 

celebrate God’s blessing to and 

through them.  We also remember 

that the grace God showed to them 

is available to us today because of 

what Christ has done and that 

grace, given by the Holy Spirit, 

comes to us through Word and 

Sacrament. 

 

Thanksgiving as a name, embodies 

the giving of thanks to God for His 

blessings.  In past times, when 

most people were engaged in agri-

culture, it celebrated harvests.  The 

Jewish calendar had a spring day 

for thanksgiving and a fall day – 

different crops.  In this country, 

when most were in agriculture, it 

was the fall when most harvesting 

was completed and so the time for 

thanks.  Other occasions for giving 

thanks have been linked to this or 

other times. 

 

We also begin a new Church Year 

at the end of November, as it is this 

year, or the beginning of Decem-

ber.  The four Sundays prior to 

Christmas are celebrated as the 

Advent Season as we prepare to 

remember and celebrate the birth 

of our Savior. 

 

I by no means want to deny family 

and other celebrations.  I do want 

you to remember and consider the 

giving of equal time to The 

Church’s calendar and celebra-

tions.  May God guide our choices. 

 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
Freddie and Eddie 

Left: receiving new members.  Left to 

right: Jeanie, Pastor, Larry and Angie 


