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The Story of the Footprints 
 

This year, the Christian Church 

will celebrate its New Year’s Day, 

the First Sunday in Advent on 

Sunday, November 28! Advent is a 

season of preparation for the cele-

bration of Christmas. During this 

Advent season, please look for 

some footprints as you listen to the 

message of the Lord’s coming—

which is what “Advent” means—

as our Savior from sin. 

The first set of footprints are those 

of John the Baptizer. What a trail-

blazer! As the herald, the Way-

Preparer, of the promised Messiah, 

John left his marks in the desert. 

He was the voice of one calling in 

the wilderness, “Get ready!” He 

called those who came out to him 

to a baptism of repentance and 

forgiveness of sins. 

John preached Law and Gospel. 

He called for a decisive turn from 

sin and pointed to “the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of 

the world.” John departed from 

the scene long ago, but time has 

not destroyed his “footprints.” 

Through the Bible John’s call to 

“prepare the way for the Lord” 

still touches our hearts in the Ad-

vent season. 

More significant than the foot-

prints of John or of any others are 

the footprints that Jesus Christ left 

in the sands of time. The eternal 

Son of God became a human being 

with a human body—feet and all—

by birth of a virgin woman. In His 

ministry Jesus walked the dusty 

lanes of Galilee, Judea, and Samar-

ia. He walked the streets of Caper-

naum and Jerusalem and Jericho, 

and sometimes led His disciples 

into regions outside the land of the 

Jews. He was a Man ministering to 

men and women. 

Everywhere He went, however, it 

was His spiritual “footprints” that 

made the lasting imprints—in the 

lives of people. He healed the sick 

and preached the Good News of 

forgiveness and peace. He brought 

new hope. 

The most dramatic of His foot-

prints were those on the way to the 

cross. They were physical, for he 

was a Man who suffered one of the 

most torturous deaths—but they 

were also spiritual, for “he carried 

our sins in his body on the 

cross.” He suffered their conse-

quences, forsaken by God, endur-

ing the hell that we deserve. And 

He did it, the Bible assures us, 

“once for all.” 
[continued net page] 
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We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
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There is a third set of footprints. 

They are the footprints of those 

who follow Jesus. Peter, a dis-

ciple and apostle of Jesus, 

wrote, “To this you were 

called, because Christ left you 

an example, that you should 

follow in his steps.” Jesus 

warned that His way is not easy: 

“If anyone wants to come af-

ter me he must deny himself 

and take up his cross and fol-

low me.” The way of self-

denial and service sometimes is 

hard, but it is the right way, the 

only rewarding way, for it fol-

lows in the footsteps of Him 

who is the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life. 

Advent is full of footprints. The 

important thing for you is that 

yours is among them. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Who Is Jesus? 
 

Some couples expecting a baby are 

eager to know the sex of the child 

beforehand for obvious reasons – 

like appropriate nursery décor, 

blue or pink clothing, even choos-

ing names. Others like to wait till 

the baby is born to find out if they 

are parents of a baby boy or a baby 

girl. 

 

Joseph and Mary had no such di-

lemma. An angel appeared to each 

with the same message: “She will 

bear a son, and you shall call His 

name Jesus, for He will save His 

people from their sins. All this 

took place to fulfill what the 

Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

‘Behold, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and they shall 

call His name Immanuel’ (which 

means God with us)” (Matthew 

1:21-23).  

 

 Thirty plus years later, this Jesus 

rode into Jerusalem as people 

shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of 

David!  Blessed is He Who comes 

in the name of the Lord!” but 

some asked, “Who is this?” After 

all Jesus had done throughout His 

three-year ministry, people still 

didn’t know who He was! Even 

those who answered the question 

gave an insufficient reply: “This is 

the prophet Jesus, from Naza-

reth in Galilee” (Matthew 21:9-

11).   

 

The same terrible reality is ours 

today: Not everyone knows who 

Jesus is. Some, like those in Jesus’ 

triumphal path that day, say He 

was a great prophet or teacher. 

Others say He was a fake, an im-

poster. How would you answer the 

question, “Who is Jesus?” We, like 

Peter, have the only true answer: 

“[He is] the Christ, the Son of 

the living God” (Matthew 16:16). 

Not only did Peter have the an-

swer, he directs us, “In your 

hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 

Always be prepared to give an 

answer to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope 

that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect…” (1 Pe-

ter 3:15 NIV).   

 

As stewards of the Gospel, we 

must be prepared. We must be 

studying God’s Word and be in 

prayer that we might be empow-

ered by the Word and equipped by 

His Spirit to give answers to those 

who ask and to use the wonderful, 

natural opportunities that the 

Christmas season affords to speak 

about the Savior, the reason for our 

Christmas joy.    

 

May God empower us all to spread 

the wonderful news that Jesus Who 

is the Savior of the world has come 

to redeem us and to give us an 

abundant life now and life with 

Him in eternity. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

If you wish to share a Poinsettia 

this Advent season, you may 

bring it at any time beginning 

for November 28 – the First 

Sunday in Advent. 

 

There will be a signup sheet 

in the narthex – please sign it 

if you bring a poinsettia. 

First Advent midweek Service 
December 1 at 5:00pm 

 

Following the service The Guild will host 

an Advent Dinner; we will serve barbeque 

and baked potatoes. 

 

Everyone is invited to stay and join the fel-

lowship and meal.  Thank you! 



 

 

 

Ladies Guild 
Prior to the business meeting, Terri Herman lead our 

Bible study on Joyful Worship. 

In the absence of President Sharon Schultz, Terri 

opened the business meeting with prayer.  Barbara 

gave the devotion on “You are Special.”  Five 

members were in attendance. 

 

REPORTS 

Minutes:   Dianna read the Minutes of the October 

meeting.  With no corrections or amendments, 

minutes approved as read. 

 

Correspondence: None to consider. 

 

Treasurer's Report:  The checking account balance is 

$2,133.05; savings account balance is $1,991.75.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

☧ The following officers were elected for 2022 and 

will be installed in January: Terri Herman, 

President; Jane Bleser, Vice President; Barbara 

Herring, Secretary; Dianna Mancuso, Treasurer. 

☧ We voted to donate $100.00 to Into the Light for 

Christmas presents for survivors of sex trafficking. 

☧ We voted to send our Seminarian, Jeremy 

McDonald, $400.00 for Christmas.  Dianna will 

buy an appropriate Christmas card as well. 

☧ We voted to tentatively schedule a rummage sale 

for next April during Eureka Springs' big Yard 

Sale April 29/30.  We will discuss in more detail at 

January meeting. 

☧ Since we have not been able to locate a 

Constitution and By-Laws for the Guild, Barbara 

has begun to develop new By-Laws using the 

LWML Constitution and By-Laws as a guide.  

Members agreed that Barbara should continue this 

effort. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

☧ The Guild will host an Advent Dinner after our 

first Advent Service on Dec. 1.  We will serve 

barbeque and baked potatoes. 

☧  The Guild will have our annual Christmas 

Luncheon at Myrtie Mae's on Dec. 7 at 11:00 a.m. 

☧ We will not be Christmas caroling this year. 

☧ Barb will look into recording Church services for 

our shut-ins. 

☧ There will be no Bible study/business meeting in 

December.  Next Bible study/business meeting 

scheduled for January 18, 2022, at 10:00 a.m.  

Dianna will give the devotion and Barbara will 

provide refreshments. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso, Secretary/Treasurer 
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December 
Birthdays 

Lelis Knuth 2 

Barbara Herring  8 

Hilda Krutz 11 

Norma Achord 22 

Joe Steichen 28 

 

December 
Anniversaries 
Maurice & Georgia Deubler 6 

 

 
Midweek Advent Services 

 

As Pastor Herring said earlier in 

this newsletter, Advent is pre- 

parathion for Christmas 

Our theme for the three midweek  

Advent services is “Ageless  

Advent Questions.”  

These are questions raised by  

those about Jesus which will  

help us sharpen our view of  

Advent and Christmas. 

Once Again! 
 

It is the time of year to get our membership list in order.  

In the narthex you will find a list that of the information 

we have.  Please check to see if your information is cor-

rect.  We may have missed a change or slipped in a ty-

po.  After the first of the year an updated list will be 

place in your mailbox.  
Our Birthday Girl 

 
Birthday Girl and Friends 


