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Loving Jesus 
 

“O, how I love Jesus 

O, how I love Jesus 

O, how I love Jesus 

Because He first loved me” 

 

Maybe you’ve sung the refrain 

above. I learned that as I was 

preparing these thoughts, once I 

had that refrain in my mind, I 

couldn’t stop singing it! 

Living in the Bible Belt, you may 

hear the expression, “Do you love 

Jesus?” A simple question with a 

difficult answer. I do love Jesus 

(and I know you do too) but it is a 

love I struggle with and I suspect 

every honest Christian will admit 

to the same struggle. It’s one thing 

to confess what I believe but I’m 

not always in love with that belief. 

When what I believe causes me to 

see the darkness in my heart more 

clearly, it’s hard for me to admit 

that I love the Jesus who shines 

light on what I would rather have 

hidden. When I am confronted 

with the inconsistency between my 

faith confessed and my words 

spoken, the thoughts of my mind, 

or the way I live my life, it’s hard 

to admit that I love Jesus who 

exposes this disconnect. When I 

am faced with a choice between 

what I want and what I know is 

good and right and true according 

to God’s wisdom, it’s hard to admit 

that I love the Jesus who calls me 

to do good against what’s easy and 

comfortable to choose the right 

path. When I’m caught up in my 

desires and want nothing more 

than to pursue them with abandon, 

I will admit that it’s hard to love 

the Jesus who calls me to live a 

self-controlled, upright, and godly 

life. I think you understand where 

I’m going. 

It’s too easy to say “I love Jesus” 

and let that stand in place of a 

confession of faith prompted by 

the Holy Spirit and given shape in 

our Creeds. It’s too easy to say “I 

love Jesus” while the struggle 

within our hearts pushes back 

against Jesus and His way, truth, 

and life. It’s for this reason that we 

daily meet Him on the ground of 

repentance when we seek His 

forgiveness again and again. Daily 

we wrestle to believe in the Lord 

Jesus Christ and to live in His 

Word. It might be more than we 

are capable of to love Him all the 

while. 
[continued next page] 
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St. Peter famously got irritated 

when Jesus asked him if he loved 

Him. I suspect the apostle knew 

the struggle. After all, when Jesus 

asked him and the rest of the 

apostles if they, too, were going to 

abandon Him, St. Peter didn’t 

exactly respond with a glowing 

answer of confidence. “Where else 

can we go?” Indeed, that’s the 

dilemma. Where else? Who else 

has forgiveness for our sinful souls 

or hope in the midst of despair or 

life in the midst of death? It’s not 

that we love Jesus or are in love 

with Him or think He and His 

ways are simply wonderful. We 

have no real choice. As hard as the 

way of Christ is, it’s the only way. 

As hard as the truth of Christ is, 

it’s the only truth. As hard as the 

life of Christ is, it’s the only life. 

 

Do I love Jesus? Some days. Some 

days I’m not so sure. Most days 

it’s enough for me to join the saints 

of old, “Lord, I believe. Help my 

unbelief.” How about you? 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

In View of 
God’s Mercy 

 
The World Book Dictionary de-

fines mercy as: “More kindness 

than justice requires; kindness be-

yond what can be claimed or ex-

pected.” Mercy is one of the attrib-

utes of God. God is not obligated 

to show mercy, but He chooses to 

do so in keeping with His nature. 

God shows mercy because God is 

“merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in stead-

fast love and faithfulness” (Exo-

dus 34:6). Because God is merci-

ful, we do not receive our due pen-

alty for our sins. God gives us un-

deserved blessing after blessing. 

 

Through faith, we understand how 

blessed we are that God is merciful 

toward us. So how should we re-

spond to God’s mercies expressed 

in Christ? The Apostle Paul in his 

letter to the Romans told them, and 

He tells us the following: “There-

fore, I urge you, brothers, in 

view of God’s mercy, to offer 

your bodies as living sacrifices, 

holy and pleasing to God—which 

is your spiritual act of worship” 

(Romans 12:1 NIV). 

 

In response to God’s mercy, we 

respond with praise and thanksgiv-

ing. In the Old Testament, one of 

the ways that God’s people hon-

ored and thanked God for His mer-

cy and blessings was through ani-

mal sacrifices. Animals were cer-

emonially killed and presented to 

the Lord. Jesus’ death on the Cross 

became the sacrifice that eliminat-

ed the ongoing need for animal 

sacrifices. As New Testament 

Christians, Paul asks the Romans 

and us to “offer [our] bodies as 

living sacrifices.” Instead of 

bringing animals as substitutes for 

us, we offer ourselves.  Through 

the Holy Spirit working in us, we 

are able and willing to respond to 

God’s mercy by faithfully offering 

our lives and bodies through using 

our time, talent, and money in ser-

vice to the Lord.  Paul calls this 

our “spiritual act of worship.” 

 

In the second verse in Romans 12, 

Paul is exhorting us, “Do not be 

conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of 

your mind, that by testing you 

may discern what is the will of 

God, what is good and accepta-

ble and perfect.” Paul is telling us 

that “in view of God’s mercy” we 

can and should stop following the 

ways of the world. With the help 

of the Holy Spirit, we are changed 

and transformed into new creations 

(2 Corinthians 5:17) who are ena-

bled to say “no” to the ways of the 

world and live according to God’s 

will. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 
 

Ladies Guild 
September 20, 2021 

 

President Sharon Schultz led our 

Bible study The Time is Now by 

Jan Brunette.  The focus of the 

study was to see others as Christ 

sees them.  Because Christ is in us, 

we are hidden in Him and can 

acknowledge that The Time is 

NOW to fulfill His calling for us.  

We ended the study by singing to-

gether Here I Am Lord. 

 

The business meeting began with a 

devotion, With God by Your Side 

You Never Have to be Alone, led 

by Barbara.  It reminded us that 

when one door closes, God always 

opens another and will lead us 

where we need to go. 

 

Treasurer Dianna Mancuso gave a 

brief financial report.  The check-

ing account balance is 2,941.05.  

Per Guild approval, she moved 

$1,500.00 from the savings ac-

count to the checking account in 

June.  This leaves a balance of 

$1,991.50 in the savings account as 

of June 30.  She reported that the 

proceeds from our 2 bank parking 

lot events in August amounted to 

$834.00.  Thanks to Terri for coor-

dinating these events.  Dianna also 

reported that, having received his 

new address, she will send our 

seminarian, Jeremy McDonald, the 

$500.00 the Guild voted to send 

him in May. 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

☧ Sharon read a letter from our 

seminarian detailing his move 

from Ft. Wayne, IN to  

☧ Keller, TX for his vicarage 

assignment.  He and his family 

are settling in and he is 

enjoying his duties as Vicar at 

Messiah Lutheran.  After one 

year, he will return to seminary 

to complete his final year. 

☧ Our rummage sale scheduled 

for August has been tentatively 

rescheduled for Spring 2022. 

Terri Herman will be holding a 

garage sale on Oct. 1 & 2.  For 

anyone desiring, Terri offered 

to sell your items at her sale 

with proceeds going to Guild. 

☧ Sharon briefly discussed mis-

sion opportunities, perhaps 

providing some type of finan-

cial help to the Border crisis in 

Texas. Paula spoke about Into 

The Light, an organization 

helping young people who 

have become victims of sex 

traffickers. Bernie mentioned 

that Pat's Angels Fund at Flint 

St. Fellowship is out of money. 

After some discussion, Terri 

moved to donate $500.00 to 

this Fund; Barbara seconded.  

Motion carried. 

☧ Sharon called for volunteers 

for Guild officers for 2022.  

Dianna volunteered to continue 

as Secretary/Treasurer, Glenna 

will continue as Vice President, 

and Terri Herman volunteered 

for President.  Officers will be 

installed in January 2022. 

  

NEW BUSINESS 

☧ Interested members will take a 

field trip to Bogle's Nursery in 

Bentonville, tentatively sched-

uled for Oct. 12.  Meet at 

church at 10:00 am to carpool.  

Lunch at Fish City Grill in 

Rogers prior to nursery visit. 

☧ Paula will lead the devotion at 

Oct. meeting and Bernie will 

provide refreshments. 

 

With no further business to consid-

er, meeting adjourned with The 

Lord's Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso, 

Secretary/Treasurer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

Where was I last Sunday – the 

26th?  Well, see the picture on the 

previous page.  It was a 50th anni-

versary (plus one due to the virus) 

of the congregation I previously 

served.  It was good to see some 

old friends and to see how God has 

worked in this place. 

 

Now I bring this up because we are 

looking here at a 50th anniversary 

coming up.  We will be looking at 

how God has worked over these 

years what blessings we have re-

ceived. 

 

God works through means.  When 

we say this, as Lutherans, we usu-

ally think: Word and Sacraments.  

This is indeed true, but it is not the 

whole story.  What else is there?  

St. Paul says: 5 What, after all, is 

Apollos? And what is Paul? Only 

servants, through whom you came 

to believe—as the Lord has as-

signed to each his task. 6 I planted 

the seed, Apollos watered it, but 

God has been making it grow. 7 So 

neither the one who plants nor the 

one who waters is anything, but 

only God, who makes things grow. 
8 The one who plants and the one 

who waters have one purpose, and 

they will each be rewarded accord-

ing to their own labor. 9 For we 

are co-workers in God’s service; 

you are God’s field, God’s build-

ing. (1 Corinthians 3) 

 

So it was then and is today that Gd 

uses people to serve in and further 

His Kingdom.  We celebrate peo-

ple as gifts which God has given 

us.  As I reminisced with old 

friends and remembered more who 

had moved or gone home to be 

with the Lord, I realized more that 

only when we talk about God is it 

in the singular, but when we talk 

about Church or congregations, it 

is always in the plural. 

 

God has used and still uses many 

people in many different ways, 

even as St. Paul reminded the Co-

rinthians.  As it is here and in eve-

ry place, God gives many    differ-

ent   gifts to many different people 

but always to accomplish His pur-

poses. 

 

I give thanks for all of those gifts 

and the God-given opportunity to 

share with so many in the work 

God has given us to do.  I pray you 

too will rejoice in the opportunities 

God gives you. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

October 
Birthdays 

Becky Achord 15 

Joe Schardl 24 

David Hoeck 28 

Willow Goline 29 

 

September 
Anniversaries 

David & Susan Hoeck 28 

 

 
Freddie and Eddie Bleser 

See Bruce & Jane for details 


