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Our Opportunity 
 

When we give of ourselves (our 

time, money, and abilities) for the 

purpose of helping others, we want 

to know if we are making a differ-

ence. I believe we have such an 

opportunity before us and the re-

sults will be obvious for our sup-

port and participation. Let me ex-

plain how this all developed. 

 

This past spring, I was appointed 

to serve on our Mid-South Dis-

trict’s floor committee for Mis-

sions and Evangelism. I learned 

that I would be serving with some 

very bright people and I knew this 

would make our task easier. One of 

our committee members was 

Michelle Fischer, the principal of 

Immanuel Lutheran School in 

Memphis. She mentioned how ex-

cited she was to see the opportuni-

ties grow for their school. Enroll-

ment was increasing for this new 

school year—they had received 

enrollments for 120 students! That 

was an increase from only 42 stu-

dents 18 months before. 

 

Now there are several reasons why 

Immanuel’s number of students 

increased: families are looking for 

in person education (which Im-

manuel offers), there is concern 

about the lack of moral standards 

emphasized in public schools, and 

there are those who are looking for 

a Christ-centered education. 

 

Private, parochial education does-

n’t come cheap these days and alt-

hough the demographics of the 

school closely mirror the demo-

graphics of Immanuel’s surround-

ing community, many families 

have not set aside funds to pay for 

Lutheran school education. There-

fore, Immanuel Lutheran Church 

has worked hard to raise money for 

scholarships—over $75,000 each 

year! They do this through fund-

raising events and generous dona-

tions. 

 

At the convention, LaVerne Her-

man and I were discussing what a 

great thing this church in Memphis 

was doing and we began to consid-

er how our congregation could be 

of help to their mission work. Both 

of us attended a Lutheran school 

and we knew the advantages of 

sharing Jesus in every aspect of a 

child’s education. 

[continued next page] 

 

 

The King’s 
 

 

Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
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As a child grew to know more 

about the love of Jesus, that child 

would joyfully take that message 

home to mom and dad and, by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, the whole 

family would be drawn closer to a 

relationship with their Savior re-

sulting in them joining the church 

to serve their Lord. 

 

LaVerne and I brought the idea of 

our congregation partnering with 

Immanuel, Memphis by our finan-

cial gifts going to support the Fi-

nancial Aid program of the school. 

The Council committed $5,000 of 

congregational funds to our Fall 

Mission Emphasis asking the 

members to give towards matching 

that amount. What a wonderful gift 

it would be from us to give 

$10,000 to assist Immanuel, Mem-

phis in their work of bringing Jesus 

to children and their families. 

 

You will hear more about this 

great way of telling others about 

Jesus in a few weeks as we prepare 

for our Fall Mission Emphasis. 

Ask the Lord to give you guidance 

in considering your support for this 

project. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Walking the Walk 

 
As God’s stewards, we are not on-

ly to “talk the talk” but “walk the 

walk” as well. Through faith, we 

know that God entrusts us with 

time, abilities, and resources and 

that He empowers us to use them 

in service for others and to extend 

His kingdom. When we “walk the 

walk,” we not only continue talk-

ing but we put our talk into action. 

The Apostle John wrote, “Little 

children, let us not love in word 

or talk but in deed and in truth” 

(1 John 3:18).  God’s love compels 

us to serve and bless others not on-

ly in words but also in deeds. The 

Apostle James tells us “But be do-

ers of the word …” (James 1:22). 

As God’s stewards, we use all that 

He entrusts to us as instruments 

through which we show love to 

others. 

In the Parable of the Good Samari-

tan (Luke 10:25-37), we find a 

Samaritan who is “walking the 

walk.” A Samaritan is traveling on 

the road from Jerusalem to Jericho 

when he finds a man along the 

road who had been robbed, beaten, 

and left for dead. If the Samaritan 

was just going to “talk the talk,” he 

would have told the man who was 

beaten, “I love you, and I will pray 

for you.” However, he “walked the 

walk” by stopping to help. Moved 

by compassion, he offered his time 

and talents by taking care of the 

man’s wounds. The Samaritan 

went even further by putting the 

beaten man on his animal and tak-

ing him to an inn where he could 

be restored back to health.  The 

Samaritan even used his own re-

sources to pay the innkeeper for 

the man’s care. He “walked the 

walk” by using his time, talents, 

and money to help a person in 

need. 

The parable also illustrates two 

examples of people “talking the 

talk.” Before the Samaritan found 

the robbed and beaten man, a priest 

and later a Levite saw the injured 

man but each walked away and 

offered no assistance. We can im-

agine that a priest and a Levite, in 

their preaching and teaching, 

would profess the importance of 

loving others, yet they failed to put 

their words into action. 

 

As God’s stewards, we seek oppor-

tunities to thank God for His love, 

forgiveness, and gifts by using our 

blessings in serving and giving to 

others. We are able and willing to 

help others because God’s love 

within us overflows through us to 

others. May God help us all “walk 

the walk” and be the stewards we 

are called to be. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Annual Fall Picnic – September 19 

We are planning to have our Fall Congregational Picnic. 

We will gather at the Bleser’s home after Service on the 19th. 

There is sign-up sheet in the narthex for a count and items you bring. 

This is a day when picnic clothes are encouraged. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I don't know about you, but the older I get, the harder 

it is for me to sing on key. 

Music has always been a big part of my life, 

especially when it comes to singing hymns that 

express my love and faith in God. It makes me sad that 

I can't sing as I used to. 

Recently, a few of us ladies from Grace got together 

for a Hymn Sing-Along and I found that I am not 

alone in thinking that our voices are not quite like 

they used to be.... but it did not stop us from singing!! 

It was a blessing to be able to get together with a 

group of my sisters in Christ to sing and praise God 

with music and song. Boy, did we make a joyful noise 

onto the Lord! 

I am so thankful God reminded me that it is not about 

always singing on key ...it's about when we Praise 

Him in song, we are to do so with all our heart and 

soul and we sure did do that !. 

 

On that note...... 

You are hereby invited to join our little Hymn Sing-

Along group whenever you can. 

We plan to meet on the 1st Wednesday of each month 

at 10:30 A.M, here at Grace Lutheran! 

Music and lyric sheets will be provided. Favorite, 

familiar and easy to sing hymns will be sung. Hymn 

requests are welcome! 

 Mark your calendars and join us! 

We look forward to singing with you! God looks 

forward to us blessing Him! 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Paula Sell 

 
 

 

 

Ladies Guild News: 
 

Ladies Guild meeting May 18, 2021  

*Outing to the Botanical Gardens in Fayette-

ville scheduled for May 5th; 

*Lunch at Corizon Grill, 11:30 a.m. June 17th;  

*Voted to send $500 to the adopted Seminar-

ian Jeremy McDonald for vicarage moving 

expenses; 

*Voted tentatively to hold a Rummage sale in 

the Fall; 

 Note:  Rescheduled for spring of 2022  

 

Ladies Guild Bible Study and Meeting 

scheduled for September 21st, Bible Study 

at 10:00 a.m., meeting at 11:00 a.m. fol-

lowed by a Salad luncheon. Each woman is 

asked to bring a salad to share.  All women 

of the congregation are invited and encour-

aged to come!!!   

 
 

 

Sight and Sound Theater in Branson 
 

We are planning for a trip to the theater to see the play JESUS on Tuesday, September 

14.  There is a sign-up sheet in the narthex with additional information.  We need to 

get people signed up so that tickets can be ordered.  Previous trips to the theater have 

been good fellowship and Christian entertainment.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

Last Sunday’s Old Testament had 

this verse from Proverbs 9:10: 

The fear of the Lord is the begin-

ning of wisdom, 

and the knowledge of the Holy One 

is insight. 

Today we see complaints and de-

finitive, active proof of a lot of 

foolishness and misinformation 

going around – especially on “so-

cial media”.  This is not confined 

to one side or the other of the polit-

ical spectrum, especially the ex-

treme ends. 

While their advocacies may differ 

radically, they all seem to start 

with the same failing.  It is right 

there in that verse in Proverbs.  

Instead of starting with God’s 

Word and will, they start with the 

reasonings of purely human 

thought.  The problem is that hu-

man reasoning is always corrupted 

by Sin which means that God’s 

plans are either ignored or corrupt-

ed. 

Starting with God’s Word, we see 

that He is the creator.  He has de-

signed us and knows exactly what 

is best for us.  His Word speaks to 

our needs our behavior toward God 

and one another.  When Sin en-

tered the world, people departed 

from God’s way.  We are called 

His children and all too often act 

like immature children.  Most of us 

have raised children and have seen 

grandchildren.  How often have 

you had to correct children who 

think they know what is best when 

you know it is not? 

God sent His Son to bring us out of 

this kind of mess.  He was obedi-

ent even to going to the cross to 

pay for our disobedience.  He 

clearly desires what is best for us 

both now and for eternity.  Matur-

ing in the message of the Gospel 

leads us to trust God in all times, 

both good and bad. 

The last chapter of Ecclesiastes 

(Ch. 12) ends thus: 

      13 The end of the matter; all has 

been heard. Fear God and keep his 

commandments, for this is the 

whole duty of man. 14 For God will 

bring every deed into judgment, 

with every secret thing, whether 

good or evil. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 
 

 

September 
Birthdays 

Thomas Achord 3 

Janice Willmuth 8 

Susan Hoeck  9 

Mid Krause 9 

Dolores Weiss 17 

 

 

September 
Anniversaries 

Tony & Janice Willmuth 7 

Thomas & Becky Achord 18 

LaVerne & Terri Herman      20 
 

 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
 

We are resuming our regular 

meeting times of 8:30am on 

the second Monday of each 

month – September 13 this 

month.  We will have our 

regular breakfast, brief 

business meeting and a 

program.  Join us for the 

Christian fellowship together! 


