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The “New Normal” 
 

How I have come to cringe when I 

hear the phrase “the new normal” 

during these recent months. I am 

confronted with the image that 

what I was once used to will no 

longer be part of my life. Wearing 

masks has defined our “new nor-

mal” and I will be so very happy to 

dispose of them. Traveling as I 

once knew it and enjoyed it has 

changed and now we are confront-

ed with the “new normal.” 

 

I can grouse all I want, I can be 

uncomfortable with the ways 

things are done these days, and I 

can pray for the “good old days”, 

but that doesn’t really help me as I 

cope with present day realities. Let 

me present to you a Biblical story 

where, I’m sure, those involved 

shared many of the same feelings I 

experience today. 

 

It happened on a Thursday (How 

do I know this? Because Luke 

mentions it in Acts 1:3—forty days 

following Easter puts the day as 

Thursday) when Jesus led His fol-

lowers out from Jerusalem on a 

hillside to speak with them one last 

time. And there He gives them His 

final words of instruction: “You 

will receive power when the Holy 

Spirit has come upon you, and 

you will be my witnesses …” 

(Acts 1:8) 

 

That was all fine and good, some-

thing similar to your parent’s 

words of advice when you left 

home—you heard them but really 

didn’t pay attention to what was 

said. These men and women who 

were gathered around Jesus heard 

Him, but it probably didn’t register 

until what happened next: “And 

when he had said these things, as 

they were looking on, he was lift-

ed up, and a cloud took him out 

of their sight.” (1:9) 

 

For three years, Jesus had been the 

focus of their lives. His teaching, 

correcting, preaching, healing had 

been the center of everything, until 

He had been arrested, crucified, 

and raised victorious on Easter. 

But now, 40 days later, He spoke 

to them and then was taken up to 

heaven. They were now left alone. 

The “new normal” for the disciples 

and followers of our Savior. 
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What did they then do? “They 

then returned to Jerusalem … 

devoting themselves to prayer.” 

(1:12, 14) 

 

Maybe this is God’s plan for me, 

today, to cope with the world of 

2021. Devote myself to prayer, 

knowing God has all the answers I 

need for my life and He will reveal 

His will for me in the days ahead. 

As the disciples soon discovered, 

life as they had known it, didn’t 

exist anymore. But it was going to 

be all right as the Lord’s Holy 

Spirit would remain with them and 

lead them. 

 

The same can be said for me and 

you. God’s Spirit is with us, He 

will guide us, He will show us the 

way to live a God-pleasing life and 

He will help us live well in a world 

that isn’t like we once knew. 

 

Devoting ourselves to prayer—

sounds like a wonderful idea! 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Participants in  
Sharing God’s Love 

 

Isn’t it wonderful and amazing that 

in spite of who we are God loves 

us! God doesn’t just love us when 

we get our spiritual lives all tidied 

up.  He doesn’t just love us when 

we get things figured out. God 

brings us into His love. We may 

think that we are outside His 

boundary or that our sins are too 

big for God to handle. Not so! God 

loves us and meets us at our point 

of need, and He enables us to be 

part of His plan to bring love into 

this world.   

 

Because God is love, we can love. 

God’s Word tells us that we are not 

only to “love in word or talk but 

in deed and in truth” (1 John 

3:18). The love that God has for us 

should prompt us to go out into 

this world to share love through 

our words and deeds. The Apostle 

John tells us that we are to love 

one another “just as He has 

commanded us” (1 John 3:23).   

 

Loving others is challenging be-

cause some people seem impossi-

ble to love. We may ask, “Do I 

have to love him or her?”  We 

should not be surprised that there 

are many moments and days when 

we ourselves are not so loveable.  

We can be hard to love.   

 

In Genesis 1, we are told that God 

created man in His image. Even 

though that image was lost, God 

still seeks us.  He knows that we 

are sinners and don’t love as we 

should; that is why He sent His 

Son into this world. The love of 

God is found in Jesus. From the 

Apostle John we read, “By this we 

know love, that He laid down His 

life for us, and we ought to lay 

down our lives for the brothers” 

(1 John 3:16).  God’s love is re-

vealed in the flesh and blood of 

Jesus. In the same way, Jesus 

wants us to use our lives—to lay 

down our lives—that our brothers 

and sisters might be blessed and 

saved. Through faith, we are able 

to love others because “love is 

from God” (1 John 4:7). 

 

Filled with God’s love, we are 

prompted to share our time and 

financial resources with others. 

With all the blessings that God 

gives to us, we have the opportuni-

ty to share with others. Our bless-

ings are to be used to help our 

neighbors in need. In John’s 

words, “But, if anyone has the 

world’s goods and sees his 

brother in need, yet closes his 

heart against him, how does 

God’s love abide in him?” (1 

John 3:17). May God’s love within 

us overflow through us to others.  

 

Pastor Herring 

 
 

 

From: Mere Christianity by CS Lewis

What Satan put into the heads of our remote ancestors was the idea that they could “be like gods”—could set up 

on their own as if they had created themselves—be their own masters—invent some sort of happiness for them-

selves outside God, apart from God. And out of that hopeless attempt has come nearly all that we call human 

history—money, poverty, ambition, war, prostitution, classes, empires, slavery—the long terrible story of man 

trying to find something other than God which will make him happy. 

God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing. 



 

 

May 
Birthdays 

Robert Herring  6 

Kathy Stephens  7 

 

May 
Anniversaries 

Chris & Alejandra Hardgrove 17 
 

 

Ladies Guild Announcement:  May 5th - Trip to the Botanical Gardens in Fayetteville, AR 

ALL women of the Congregation are invited to join us 

for an outing to the Botanical Gardens on May 5th.  

We will meet at the Church at 8:30 a.m. to carpool to 

the Botanical Gardens. If you have gone before you 

know it is always beautiful and if you haven't you will 

love it!   Following the visit to the gardens we will 

have lunch before returning to the Church.  Please let 

Lisa Bennett or me (Sharon) know ASAP if you 

would like to join us so we can get a count for lunch.  

We have not selected a restaurant yet so if you have 

any suggestions please let us know.  Hope you will 

join us!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies Guild  
(excerpts) 

 

Old Business 

☧ The hygiene bags for the homeless have been delivered to the food 

pantry for distribution.  Sharon reported that, so far, there has been lit-

tle need for the bags.  But there has also been much less demand for 

food lately. 

☧ A few Guild members have small blankets/quilts for breast-feeding 

mothers.  Give them to Terri Herman and she will deliver then to  the 

Barry Co., MO Health Department.  

☧ Sharon reported that we have still not heard from our seminarian, Jer-

emy McDonald.  We know this is a very busy time for him and his 

family as they prepare to leave the seminary for a 1-year vicarage.   

 

New Business  

☧ The Men's Group bought and installed new ceiling fans in the sanctu-

ary.  Jane Bleser presented the suggestion that the Ladies of Grace may 

want to consider contributing to the upcoming church landscaping ef-

fort. Bear Creek Nursery is developing a master landscaping plan for 

the church which will be accomplished in phases.  After brief discus-

sion, Barbara entered motion that the Ladies Guild donate to the land-

scaping effort (dollar amount to be determined later).  After a second 

by Terri, motion unanimously approved.    

☧ Because our checking account balance is getting low, members were 

asked to be thinking of possible fundraisers.  Terri suggested that we 

contact CS Bank about getting on the waiting list for the Bank Parking 

Lot.  Because our church already has a slot, the Guild may not be eli-

gible for another.  Terri will contact the Bank about this.  Paula sug-

gested that we might host a festive “Christmas” rummage sale, selling 

our gently used Christmas decorations that we no longer need.     

☧ Next meeting is scheduled for May 18.  Bible Study begins at 10:00 

a.m., business meeting at 11:00 a.m.  Lisa will provide refreshments 

and Paula will give the devotion.  We will meet again at the church. 

 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 
5 Trust in the LORD with all your 

heart, 

    and do not lean on your own 

understanding. 
6 In all your ways acknowledge 

him, 

    and he will make straight your 

paths. 
7 Be not wise in your own eyes; 

    fear the LORD, and turn away 

from evil. 
8 It will be healing to your flesh 

    and refreshment to your bones. 

Proverbs 3 

 

These words were written nearly 

3,000 years ago, yet they speak to 

us today.  We should not be sur-

prised as the writer was inspired 

by the Holy Spirit.  The basic na-

ture of humans – sinful – has not 

changed and our need for God’s 

direction and help is still the 

same.  Let us consider these a lit-

tle. 

 

Surely verses five and six should 

ring clear to Christians, but let us 

start with verse seven.  I pick that 

because it seems to be what see 

happening all around us today.  

People are doing what they think 

to be wise and right while dis-

missing other ways and thoughts.  

This is the growing enthusiasm 

for Humanism. 

 

Luther fought a brand of Human-

ism in his day.  This puts human 

thought on top of everything else 

as the measure of all things in this 

world and this life.  This has no 

room for God which is a concept 

they cannot accept as it would 

place something or someone 

above humans and we should 

have to be subordinate to this be-

ing.  That is also a description of 

pride. 

 

We see the results in divisions 

and strife all over from between 

individuals, groups and nations.  

Truth belongs to me, or to my 

group.  It is true there are behav-

iors and attitudes which are bad or 

detrimental, but that is the other 

people, not us.  Next comes the 

transfer of behavior judged wrong 

to the person as evil.  No need to 

try to understand or deal with it. 

 

The awful truth is that the more 

we look inside ourselves for guid-

ance and direction the more we go 

into a downward spiral.  Verse 

five tells us to trust in the LORD 

and not our own understanding as 

the way to avoid that downward 

spiral which ends in eternal sepa-

ration from God.  Truth is not rel-

ative or found in ourselves, it 

must come from the creator of all 

who alone knows all.  God’s 

Word is indeed true and the prop-

er guide for all of life. 

 

Once our American society was 

based of Scriptural principles but 

now many reject those and they 

very idea that they should be rele-

vant to us today.  No, we were not 

founded as a “Christian Nation” 

as some affirm, but on eternal 

truths found in the Holy Scripture.  

As Christians we need to study 

these eternal truths and organize 

our lives around them.  The more 

we use God’s Word, both hearing 

and reading, and make worship 

and the Lord’s Supper a regular 

part of our lives, the more those 

lives will find balance and even 

calm amidst all the unrest around 

us. 

 

God created mankind to have a 

relationship with Him.  This rela-

tionship is that which can bring 

“healing and refreshment” to our 

earthly living.  There will be trials 

and temptations along the way, 

but Jesus has promised to go be-

side us through all those and bring 

us out finally victorious even as 

He was victorious of Sin, death 

and the Devil.  He is risen! 

 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

Coming in May 
 

May 13: The Ascension of Our Lord – 40 days after the resurrection Jesus ascends to the Father (Acts 1:1-11) 

 

May 23: Pentecost – the Holy Spirit is poured out upon believers in Jerusalem (Acts 2) 

 

May 30: The Holy Trinity – we remember and celebrate how the One True God has revealed Himself. 


