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Is It Good Enough to be a 

“Good Person”? 
Is it enough to be a “good person” 

and a prayerful person? We meet 

such a person in Acts 10. He is a 

high ranking commanding officer 

in the Roman army’s occupying 

forces in Judea. His name is Cor-

nelius. Scripture describes him as 

“a devout man and feared God 

along with his whole household. 

He did many charitable deeds 

for the Jewish people and always 

prayed to God.” (Acts 10:3) 

An angel of God appeared to him 

with the message: “Your prayers 

and your acts of charity have as-

cended as a memorial offering 

before God.” The angel instructed 

him to send men to Peter more 

than a day’s journey away (30 

miles by foot). Meanwhile the 

Lord came to Peter in a trance and 

prepared him for their visit. They 

arrived and told Peter of God’s 

message to Cornelius. 

Convinced that these were not co-

incidences but a divine appoint-

ment, Peter let them stay with him 

and returned with them the next 

day and found Cornelius’ entire 

household waiting to hear whatev-

er Peter had to say. Peter witnessed 

about Christ and the Gospel mes-

sage, saying “everyone who be-

lieves in Him receives for-

giveness of sins.” (Acts 10:43) 

As Peter spoke, “the Holy Spirit 

came down on all those who 

heard the message” in an unmis-

takable way. Peter baptized Cor-

nelius and his entire household. 

Even though they were non-Jewish 

and previously non-Christian, Pe-

ter concluded, “Now I know that 

God does not show favoritism.” 

(Acts 10:34) 

Cornelius was a good person: de-

vout, charitable, prayerful. God 

was preparing Cornelius’ heart to 

be receptive of the message of 

Christ, which is the one thing 

needful. If Cornelius was already 

good enough, he would not have 

needed to hear of and believe in 

Christ. 

All of us know of people who have 

been described as a “good person” 

and there are many who believe 

that being good will be the ticket to 

gaining entrance into heaven. But 

being good is good, but it’s not 

enough. You need Christ. You 

need what only He can give: salva-

tion. 

Pastor Herring 
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Guided by the  
Eyes of the Heart 

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

spoke about two treasures (Mat-

thew 6:19-20).  We either seek 

“treasures on earth, where moth 

and rust destroy and where 

thieves break in and steal” or 

“treasures in heaven, where nei-

ther moth nor rust destroys and 

where thieves do not break in 

and steal.” We are all treasure 

seekers because we either want to 

enjoy treasures on earth or treas-

ures in heaven. Our choices, deci-

sions, and actions are dictated by 

what we hold dear. What we treas-

ure dictates how we think about 

ourselves and our relationships 

with others and most important 

with God. 

 

So what is your treasure?  What 

causes you to love the treasures or 

the things of this world or the 

treasure that God offers?  Why do 

some of us follow one path and 

others a different one?  God gives 

us two eyes to see, and they are an 

enormous help for our existence.  

However, they do not provide help 

as to which treasure we serve.  In 

his book Redeeming Money, Paul 

David Tripp suggests that we have 

another pair of eyes and those eyes 

are eyes of the heart.  This set of 

eyes makes up an important part of 

our vision system.  He wrote: The 

eyes of the heart are always envi-

sioning something. They are al-

ways fixed and focused on some 

hope, some dream, something you 

value. What the eyes of your heart 

envision will shape what your 

physical eyes look for and notice.  

Your physical vision is not neutral.  

No, it is guided by the eyes of your 

heart. What, for you, is the treas-

ure dream that shapes the way you 

see your world? What physical 

things get your focus because they 

connect to the treasure that has 

already commanded the focus of 

your heart? The treasures of your 

heart will always shape the way 

you see. 

 

Later in the Sermon on the Mount, 

Jesus said, “No one can serve two 

masters, for either he will hate 

the one and love the other, or he 

will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and money” (Matthew 

6:24).  Jesus is telling us that either 

God or money will be our treasure 

and become the master in our 

hearts. We are told that we can’t 

serve both God and money. In this 

verse, Jesus points out that money 

above everything else can keep our 

hearts from making Him their 

treasure. We can say that no heart 

is free. As Jesus said, we either 

seek treasures on earth or in heav-

en.   

 

As sinful people, our hearts are 

inclined to seek treasures on earth. 

Only with God’s Word working 

through the Holy Spirit can the 

grip that money and material 

things have on us be broken. In our 

prayers, let us ask God not only to 

give us good eyesight, but, more 

important, to give us even better 

vision with the eyes of our hearts 

so that we can clearly see the 

treasures in heaven which will give 

us joy and peace on earth and life 

eternal with Jesus. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Ladies Guild 
Sharon then read a letter from our 

Seminary student, Jeremy McDon-

ald.  Jeremy has received a call to 

Keller Texas. 

President Sharon Shultz then read 

the financial report as of our last 

meeting. 

OLD BUSSINESS:  Lisa reported 

on the trip to the Botanical Gar-

dens.  Four ladies attended. There 

were not a lot of plants were in full 

blossom, however it was a beauti-

ful day to be out! 

All the ladies in attendance decid-

ed to meet at the Corizon Grill on 

June 17th at 11:30 for lunch, all 

ladies are invited to join us! 

We also discussed sending money 

to help the McDonald’s in there 

move.  Paula made a motion to 

send $500.00, Barbara seconded 

the motion.  Motion passed. 

Barbara Herring made a motion to 

have a yard sale on 1 day of the 

yards and yards of yard sales.  Pau-

la Sell seconded the motion. Mo-

tion passed. 

President Sharon Schultz read a 

message that we are invited to a 

LWML retreat, the week-end Sep-

tember 10th through the September 

12th, 2021.  Registration includes 2 

breakfasts, 2 dinners and 1 lunch. 

The cost will be $155.00.  The 

program will be provided by Don-

na Srew, and will be on “Our hope 

and Future” Jerimiah 29: 11-12.  

Deadline for registration is August 

27,2021. 

Our next meeting will be held on 

September 21st, 2021. 

Barbara Herring will provided the 

devotion.  Fellowship we ask eve-

ryone to bring a dish to pass. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 
Birthdays 

Maurice Duebler 14 

Sheldon Knuth 18 

Terri Herman          21 

Glenna Cates 29 

 

June 
Anniversaries 
Dean & Lisa Bennett 1 

Joe & Joan Schardl 4 

Ken & Bernie Haydon 19 
 

Ladies Guild 
Notes for June only! 

 

Ladies Guild June 17th outing:  All 

Ladies of Grace are invited to meet us 

at Corizon Grille, Holiday Island on 

June 17 at 11:30 a.m. for lunch.  If you 

plan to attend, please sign the Sign Up 

Sheet at Church or let me (Sharon) 

know.  I may need to make a reserva-

tion.  I hope you will plan to be with us!   

 

Ladies Bible Study and Ladies Guild:   

Ladies Bible Study and Ladies Guild will 

be taking a summer break.  We will 

begin meeting again in September.  

Please mark your Calendars for the 3rd 

Tuesday in September - September 21, 

2021.  Bible Study will be at 10:00 a.m. 

and meeting at 11:00.   

 

 

Notes for June through August:  this is a time when many of our people are traveling and now that most re-

strictions have been modified or removed, we look for things to be slower in these months.  As we have in the 

past, we will again be reducing our activity schedules.  Please take note. 

Worship on Sunday as usual. Bible Study on Sunday as usual. 

Mid-week Bible study off until September. Men’s Fellowship off until September. 

Elders and Council July meeting only. Ladies Guild – see box above. 

No newsletter anticipated in July – August still to be determined. 

In the event something important comes up, you will be informed of changes.  Have a blessed summer! 



 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

As this newsletter comes out, we 

leave the Festival Season and 

move into the Pentecost time.  The 

festivals are Christmas with the 

Father sending His Son, the prom-

ised Savior; Easter of the Son se-

cure our salvation through His suf-

fering, death and rising; Pentecost 

of the sending of the Holy Spirit.  

Now we enter the time of the life 

of Christians as called and empow-

ered by that Holy Spirit. 

Consider what Luther said in his 

explanation to the third article of 

the Apostles’ Creed: 

I believe that I cannot by my 

own reason or strength believe in 

Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to 

Him; but the Holy Spirit has called 

me by the Gospel, enlightened me 

with His gifts, sanctified and kept 

me in the true faith. 

In the same way He calls, gath-

ers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, 

and keeps it with Jesus Christ in 

the one true faith. 

In this Christian church He dai-

ly and richly forgives all my sins 

and the sins of all believers. 

On the Last Day He will raise 

me and all the dead, and give eter-

nal life to me and all believers in 

Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

When we consider all that God has 

done for us and all He has given 

us, it must surely effect and change 

our lives.  These changes are the 

work of the Hoy Spirit whom Jesus 

promised on the night of his arrest: 

I tell you the truth: it is to your ad-

vantage that I go away, for if I do 

not go away, the Helper will not 

come to you. But if I go, I will 

send him to you. (John 16:7) 

For many of us, that Helper – the 

Holy Spirit – was given when we 

were baptized as infants.  But the 

Helper also comes through hearing 

and believing the Word of God.  In 

either case, it is the Holy Spirit at 

work to ‘call, gather enlighten and 

sanctify’ us as God’s people. 

As Lutherans, we confess that 

God, the Holy Spirit, works 

through means.  We refer to those 

means as Word (Holy Scriptures) 

and Sacraments (Baptism and The 

Lord’s Supper).  The more we 

make use of these means, the more 

the Spirit can work on our hearts 

and lives. 

In our world of late – and through 

history – we see many bad behav-

iors.  While some may disagree 

about the details of what is bad or 

good, all seem to agree there are 

bad things and these need to 

change.  We usually hear and see 

the making of new and more de-

tailed laws.  While these can curb 

some behaviors, they are far from 

the solution for they do not change 

what is in the hearts and minds of 

people. 

Again, as Lutherans, we talk about 

the importance of Law and Gospel.  

While in a world corrupted by Sin, 

Law is needed to constrain some 

outward behaviors.  But the Gospel 

can change what is in the hearts 

and minds of people, implanting 

the love of God and the desire to 

do the will of God. 

In order to truly love others and 

seek the good of others than our-

selves, we need to see God’s love 

and experience the joy that comes 

from finding His forgiveness and 

power.  Only when our lives are 

turned over to God and His ways 

can we move away from what 

comes from the sinful nature with 

which we born and move to ac-

cepting and living God’s way.  

What is that way?  

He has told you, O man, what is 

good; 

    and what does the Lord require 

of you 

but to do justice, and to love kind-

ness, 

    and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

Using the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we can move in this direction. 

Or consider this idea regarding ho-

liness of life from CS Lewis: 

If He does not support us, not 

one of us is safe from some gross 

sin. On the other hand, no possi-

ble degree of holiness or heroism 

which has ever been recorded of 

the greatest saints is beyond what 

He is determined to produce in 

every one of us in the end. The 

job will not be completed in this 

life: but He means to get us as far 

as possible before death. 

From: Mere Christianity 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder

 

 


