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He Is Risen 
Indeed! 

 

There’s an old spiritual that begins, 

“O Lord, what a morning!” In-

deed, what a morning that first 

Easter morning must have been! 

No one, it seemed, expected to 

hear the words spoken that morn-

ing. This was anything but a happy 

morning. If anything, it was a 

morning of despair. And then the 

words were spoken: “HE IS RIS-

EN!” No words ever spoken have 

changed history or effected more 

people in more positive ways than 

the great truth captured in those 

few words. Nothing has been the 

same since that morning. 

 

Death, that final defeat that could 

never be reversed, was conquered. 

The dead and buried Jesus Christ 

was alive! He was who He said He 

was, and He accomplished, 

through His death and resurrection, 

what God promised He would. For 

those who heard the words on that 

first Easter and for those of us who 

celebrate Easter today, “morning” 

has a whole new meaning. More 

importantly, so does “alive.” 

 

Christians know, “He is risen” 

means that they can boldly say, “I, 

too, will rise from the dead and 

live for all eternity with the one 

who rose on Easter morning.” No 

phrase, event, reality, or motiva-

tional speech could ever top that. 

HE IS RISEN! 

HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Where Is Your 
Heart? 

There is a story of a wise woman 

who was traveling in the moun-

tains when she found a precious 

stone in a stream.  The next day 

she met another traveler who was 

hungry, and the wise woman 
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opened her bag to share her food.  

The hungry traveler saw the pre-

cious stone and asked the woman 

to give it to him.  She did so with-

out hesitation. 

 

The traveler left rejoicing in his 

good fortune.  He knew the stone 

was worth enough to give him se-

curity for a lifetime.  But a few 

days later, he came back to return 

the stone to the wise woman.  “I’ve 

been thinking,” he said, “I know 

how valuable this stone is, but I 

give it back in the hope that you 

can give me something even more 

precious.  Give me what you have 

within you that enabled you to give 

me this stone.” 

 

In this story, we have two travel-

ers.  The male traveler initially cel-

ebrated what he thought was his 

wonderful new fortune.  This pre-

cious stone given to him by the 

woman would provide him with a 

lifetime of financial security.  

However, he makes a 180-turn in 

his thinking when he realizes that 

the generous heart demonstrated 

by the woman was even more pre-

cious than what the stone could 

provide.  In his new paradigm, he 

sees life differently; he gains a new 

perspective on life.  He realizes 

that a giving and loving heart is far 

more important than earthly treas-

ures. 

 

The question for each of us to con-

sider is “Where is my heart?”  

Stewardship is about the heart.  

Those who faithfully serve and fol-

low Jesus love Him wholehearted-

ly.  The condition of our hearts de-

termines whether we will serve 

ourselves, the things of this world, 

or Jesus.  When our hearts are right 

with God, we will have peace and 

contentment, and He can use us to 

make a difference in people’s 

lives. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Ladies Guild 
Meeting 

President Sharon Schultz began 

our Bible study “Set Your Minds 

on Things Above” by Shari Miller.  

We are reminded in Colossians 1 

and 2 that we are God's own dearly 

loved children given new life in 

Christ through Holy Baptism.  This 

Bible study focused on practical 

ways to live lives worthy of Christ 

and to give Him all glory and hon-

or.  Seven ladies were present for 

this study. 

After a delightful and delicious 

birthday luncheon prepared by 

Barbara Herring in honor of Sha-

ron's birthday, Barbara opened our 

business meeting with prayer at 

11:49 a.m.  Eight ladies were pre-

sent.  Glenna Cates gave a devo-

tion from “God's Promises for 

Women” from 1st Corinthians 

12:20-27, reminding us that we are 

the body of Christ. 

Dianna Mancuso read the minutes 

from our January meeting.  With 

no corrections to be made, minutes 

stand approved as presented. 

Dianna gave a brief Treasurer's 

Report.  Our checking account bal-

ance is $830.05 and our savings 

account balance is $3,490.64.  Di-

anna requested that we name a new 

signatory for our accounts at CS 

Bank to replace Peg Messick.  Lisa 

Bennett moved to nominate Terri 

Herman as new signatory for 

checking and savings accounts.  

Motion seconded and approved.    

As Treasurer, Dianna Mancuso 

will remain as a signatory.  Thank 

you, Terri, for accepting this re-

sponsibility. 

Sharon reported that she has con-

tacted our Seminarian Jeremy 

McDonald requesting information 

about him and his family so that 

we can learn more about them in 

order to better serve them.  No 

word yet from him in this regard.  

She read a “New Year's” letter 

from Jeremy thanking his support-

ers for their thoughts, prayers, and 

financial support during his time at 

the Seminary.  Jeremy will receive 

his vicarage assignment in April. 

 Old Business 

1. Bernie and Sharon will take 

completed hygiene bags for the 

homeless to our local food pantry 

for distribution.  We have com-

pleted about 3 dozen bags and can 

do a few more when we receive 

more donated hygiene items.  

2. Sharon requested that our Guild 

consider asking members to volun-

teer to be responsible for getting 

and presenting information about 

possible mission projects that we 

might support.  For example, one 

person would be responsible for 

local projects, one for Mid-South 

District projects, one for Synod-

wide projects, and one for interna-

tional projects.  This might help us 

to be better mission-focused. 

3. The Guild agreed to donate 

small blankets/quilts for breast-

feeding mothers to the Barry Co., 

MO Health Department's Breast 

Feeding Program.  A number of 

Guild members have volunteered 

to provide blanket/quilts for this 

project.  Terri Herman volunteered 

to deliver them. 



 

 

New Business  

1. A field trip to the Botanical 

Gardens in Fayetteville is planned 

for May 5.  Meet at the church at 

8:30 a.m. to carpool.  We will have 

lunch after our visit.  All ladies of 

the church are invited. 

2. The Guild will be responsible 

for Grace's Easter breakfast this 

year.  Our members have begun 

signing up to bring various foods 

for the breakfast.  A small group 

will meet on Sat., April 3 to pre-

pare the fellowship hall for the 

breakfast. 

3. After brief discussion, Barbara 

moved to donate $500.00 to the 

Synod's Lutheran Center for Reli-

gious Liberty in Washington, D.C.  

The motion was seconded and ap-

proved.  Dianna will send a check 

within the next few days. 

4. Guild Officers for 2021 have 

been confirmed as Sharon Schultz, 

President, Glenna Cates, Vice 

President, and Dianna Mancuso, 

Secretary/Treasurer.  Terri Herman 

will become a signatory for our 

checking and savings accounts at 

CS Bank in accordance with the 

motion approved earlier. 

5. April meeting is scheduled for 

April 20 at Sharon Schultz' house.  

Bible Study begins at 10:00 a.m., 

business meeting at 11:00 a.m.  

Sharon will provide refreshments 

and Barbara will give the devotion. 

With no further business to consid-

er, meeting adjourned with The 

Lord's Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso,  

Secretary/Treasurer 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 
Birthdays 

Dean Bennett 7 

Joan Schardl 11 

Sherry Steichen 13 

Bruce Bleser 18 

Ramona Koch 20 

 

April 
Anniversaries 

None Listed 
 

 
Because this newsletter is 

coming out on Easter, the 

information for this is in-

complete.  Names will be 

included next month, but 

know we are grateful and 

will enjoy all those shared. 

 

Yes, I know I have used this be-

fore, but it is still a good reminder 

that God always works in His way 

and His ways are not our ways – 

fortunately for His ways are al-

ways better than ours since He is 

all knowing and eternal. 

Editor  



 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

Be still, and know that I am God. 
Psalm 46:10a 

 

Did you ever stop to think a about 

this statement?  I statement I re-

cently read in “The Screwtape Let-

ters” got me thinking.  In a letter 

from Screwtape, a senior devil, to 

Wormwood, a junior devil learning 

the ‘art’ of temptation, the God 

loves music but Satan hates music 

but loves noise.  (editor’s note: Lu-

ther associates the music Satan 

hates as singing of Psalms and 

hymns) 

 

This recalled an article from a 

while back which said our society 

seems to abhor silence these days 

and has to fill everything with 

‘noise’ both of sound and visual.  

Note how many people seem glued 

to their phones for visual and audio 

‘entertainment’.  Yes, we seem to 

need something even in the back-

ground when we are doing things. 

 

What makes this qualify as noise?  

It insulates us from concentration 

and reflection.  Quiet times can be 

very productive if we let our minds 

work – but not wander.  For exam-

ple, I prefer reading to audio 

books, which seem to have become 

the rage, because I can stop and 

think about something that was just 

said such as that comment by 

Screwtape.  A pause can also call 

up a memory connection to some-

thing else which is important and 

useful. 

 

This is what meditation is about.  

Not a matter of contemplating my-

self, but how thoughts and ideas 

can and do affect me and my think-

ing.  This is what is meant by stud-

ying Scripture privately.  To read 

with frequent pauses to consider 

what God the Holy Spirit is trying 

to tell me, to consider connected 

passages from other parts of Scrip-

ture, and to try to organize these 

together.  I also find the notes in 

the Lutheran Study Bible helpful in 

this. 

 

But enough about me – more than 

enough.  But these are reflections 

of what God wants.  God can and 

does appear in the dramatic, but 

more often in the quiet and ordi-

nary.  Remember the story of Eli-

jah the prophet on the run from 

Jezebel and Ahab – 1 Kings 19:1-

18.  When God comes, His coming 

is preceded by powerful events and 

noises, but then we read: 12 And 

after the earthquake a fire, but 

the Lord was not in the fire. And 

after the fire the sound of a low 

whisper.  Or, “Be still, and know 

that I am God.” 

 

This is not a call to run off into the 

wilderness as some early monas-

tics did.  It is not a call to join a 

monastery, as was once common 

practice.  But remember that our 

time is not really ours, it is given to 

us by God.  As good stewards of 

God’s gifts, we need to return 

some of that time to Him and to 

listen to what He has to say.  In 

Ecclesiastes three we read: 1 For 

everything there is a season, and 

a time for every matter under 

heaven: 
7 a time to tear, and a time to 

   sew; 

a time to keep silence, and a time 

   to speak; 

It seems interesting that the time 

for silence is before the time to 

speak lest we speak in haste and 

get it wrong to our regret. 

 

We also read in Habakkuk 2:20: 

But the Lord is in his holy temple; 

let all the earth keep silence before 

him.”  Now remember that in first 

Corinthians 3:16: You are God's 

temple and that God's Spirit 

dwells in you.  So, we see that 

have been given the Holy Spirit in 

our Baptism so that we have every 

reason to be still and know God. 

 

As you read this, we will have wit-

nessed the great mystery of God’s 

love in the death and resurrection 

of His only-begotten Son to save 

us from the consequences of our 

Sin – death.  Rejoice and be glad in 

all that God has done and do so by 

listening to Him. 

 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

Now, you might ask if I turned off 

all the noise as I wrote this.  The 

answer is YES!  However I did  

not turn off the Holy Spirit, but 

asked for His help in this.  May He 

guide in reading. 

 


