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Worship Today 
 

Out of all the issues that have de-

veloped because of the pandemic 

of the past year, the one that trou-

bles me most is our inability to 

worship together as the people of 

God here at Grace. The struggles 

in my mind as I have had to cope 

with state mandates and the fear of 

people have awakened me many 

nights. We need to be careful, for 

health concerns, but I think our 

fears have gotten the best of us too 

many times. 

 

Our congregation has taken several 

steps to help prevent the spread of 

the coronavirus and we have been 

successful in accomplishing that 

goal. We incorporated contact with 

members through technology 

where those who didn’t feel safe 

could remain home. But I believe 

we are reaching the time when 

everyone can return to worship in 

our sanctuary without fear. That 

will be a great moment. 

 

Interestingly, our attendance has 

actually increased in recent months 

to the point where we have num-

bers in our sanctuary that approach 

what we had prior to the pandemic 

and add to that the members who 

join in worship through our Zoom 

service we have between 80 and 90 

percent of our membership in some 

form of worship each week. We 

thank God for that blessing! 
 

But current studies indicate that 

upwards of 30% of those who have 

not been worshiping in their 

churches this past year will not re-

turn. Why? It won’t be from fear 

of becoming infected. Rather, hab-

its will have changed, or thoughts 

will lead one to believe that since 

they haven’t attended church for 

months there is no need for them to 

do so in the future. 

 

Let me share with you what Lu-

ther’s Small Catechism says about 

this topic: Question 52. Why is it 

vital for us to gather together 

with fellow Christians in public 

worship? The Word of God gath-

ers all who believe in Jesus Christ 

into the Holy Christian Church, 

and also call believers to gather 

together in congregations for pub-

lic worship for several reasons. 

 

[continued on next page]
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Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
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A. God is present as His Word is 

proclaimed and His Sacra-

ments are administered (Mat-

thew 28:18-20; John 10:16; 1 

Corinthians 10:16; 2 Thessa-

lonians 2:14). Through these 

Means of Grace, He freely 

gives His gifts and blessings, 

chiefly the forgiveness of sins 

(Acts 10:43; 1 John 2:2). In 

worship, our Shepherd, Jesus 

speaks through the mouth of 

the shepherd (pastor) whom He 

has called to care for our souls 

(Acts 20:28). The Word of God 

is not simply information, but 

the Word actually delivers 

what it says (Isaiah 55:10-11). 

 

B. We hear God’s Word at a set 

place and time (Isaiah 66:23; 

Luke 4:16). Though it is deliv-

ered through fallible men and 

simple means, the Word that is 

read, preached, and spoken 

over water, bread, and wine is 

not to be scorned (Jeremiah 

6:10; John 8:47; Luke 10:16). 

Sunday worship is a public tes-

timony to our faith in Christ 

and His resurrection from the 

dead “on the first day of the 

week” (Luke 24:1; Acts 20:7; 

I Corinthians 16:1-2). 

 

C. Believers are still sinners who 

need one another and the en-

couragement we receive from 

one another, “and all the more 

as you see the Day drawing 

near” (Hebrews 10:25). We 

share our blessings, burdens, 

and joys in petitions and hymns 

of praise with those present 

(Colossians 3:16), remember-

ing the Church throughout the 

world and the saints and an-

gels of heaven (Hebrews 

12:22-24). (Luther’s Small 

Catechism pp. 78-79) 

 

We are in the midst of Lent and 

Easter is April 4. I believe what we 

are doing in our sanctuary is safe 

and a blessing from God. I pray all 

of us will be back in regular wor-

ship very soon. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Jesus Cheers Us On 
 

After writing the great “faith chap-

ter,” the author of Hebrews wrote, 

“Therefore, since we are sur-

rounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside 

every weight and sin which 

clings so closely, and let us run 

with endurance the race that is 

set before us, looking to Jesus, 

the founder and perfecter of our 

faith …” (Hebrews 12:1-2).  The 

cloud of witnesses refers to the 

saints highlighted in the “faith 

chapter” who have gone before us 

in our race, which is a metaphor 

for living the Christian life.  With 

this vision in our minds, are we not 

inspired!   

Even more important than having 

the “cloud of witnesses” accom-

panying us on our race to receive 

an imperishable prize, we have Je-

sus with us.  He is not only with us 

in our race, He is at the finish line 

cheering us on.  Through faith, we 

can hear Jesus saying, “Come on, 

you can do it!”  To help us in our 

races, Jesus blesses us in the fol-

lowing ways: 

• He gives us energy: “For this 

I toil, struggling with all His 

energy that He powerfully 

works within me” (Colossian 

1:29). 

• He gives us courage: “Fear 

not, little flock, for it is Your 

Father’s good pleasure to 

give you the kingdom” (Luke 

12:32). 

• He promises to be with us: “I 

am with you always, to the 

end of the age” (Matthew 

28:20). 

• He gives us hope: “I am sure 

of this, that He Who began a 

good work in you will bring it 

to completion at the day of 

Jesus Christ” (Philippians 

1:6). 

As God’s people, we not only keep 

our eyes on the finish line, we fo-

cus on Christ Who has shown us 

how to run and Who has run for us.  

Just as the runner is cheered on by 

his supporters, we are encouraged 

by those saints who, by faith, have 

run the race before us.  Just as the 

runner is stripped to the barest of 

clothing and lightest of shoes, we 

rid ourselves of everything that 

could hinder our race and of every 

sin that could trip us up.  Finally, 

just like the true runner, we run 

with joy and exhilaration.  “I press 

on toward the goal for the prize 

of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). 

As we run our races, we need to 

rely on the power of the Holy Spir-

it Who nourishes us for the task 

through Word and Sacrament.  In 

our races, the Holy Spirit will help 

us to witness, teach, give, serve, 

and show compassion to others just 

as Jesus did during His earthly 

ministry. 

Pastor Herring
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 
 
 

1   
 
 

2  
 
 

3  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lenten Service – 

5:00pm 

4  
 
 
 
Bible Study 
GLC – 2:00pm 
 
 

5  
 

6  
 

7  Third Sunday in Lent 
 
Zoom Service 
   8:00am 
Worship with Com-
munion–9:30am 
   Bible Study – 
11:00am 
 

8   
Men’s Fellowship – 
8:30am 
 

9   
 
Elders  – 8:00am 
Council – 9:00am 
 

10  
 
 
 
 

 
 

Lenten Service – 
5:00pm 

11  
 
ES Min. Association 
 
Bible Study 
GLC – 2:00pm 
 
 
 

12  
 

13  
 

14  Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 
Zoom Service 
   8:00am 
Worship with Com-
munion –9:30am 
   Bible Study – 
11:00am 
 

15  
 
 
 

16  
 
Circuit Conference 

Bella Vista 

Ladies’ Guild 
Bible Study 10am 
Meeting 11:00am 

17  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Service – 
5:00pm 

18  
 
 
 
Bible Study 
GLC – 2:00pm 
 
 
 

19  
 

20  
 

21  Fifth Sunday in Lent 
 
Zoom Service 
   8:00am 
Worship with Com-
munion – 9:30am 
   Bible Study– 
11:00am 
 

22  
 

23  
 

24  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lenten Service – 
5:00pm 

25  
 
 
 
Bible Study 
GLC – 2:00pm 
 
 
  

26  
 

27  
 

28 Palm Sunday 
 
Zoom Service 
   8:00am 
Worship with Com-
munion – 9:30am 
   Bible Study– 
11:00am 
 

29  
 

30  
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
Service – 5:00pm 

Good Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Service – 5:00pm 

    
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 
Birthdays 

Georgia Duebler 1 

Tom Mancuso 11 

Sharon Schultz 16 

Chris Hardgrove      17 

Deana Moore 18 

Ramona Koch 19 

Lisa Bennett 21 

Myles Schultz 26 

 

 

March 
Anniversaries 
Earl & Dolores Weiss 15 

Tom & Dianna Mancuso 18 

Bruce & Jane Bleser 20 

 

Thank you! 
We would like to thank every-

one that came to the pizza din-

ner after the Lenten service.  It 

is not always easy to reschedule 

an event and get such a great 

turnout.   We appreciate every-

one that came to the service and 

also the dinner afterward. 

We would also like to thank 

everyone that helped; either by 

bringing items to share or by 

helping to clean up.  We appre-

ciate all of you. 

It is great to gather again as 

church family. 

Barbara & Pastor 
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