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    The Roman Church did not respond kindly to the challenges of the 95 

Theses posted by Martin Luther in 1517.  Luther was therefore forced to 

defend himself and his understanding of Scripture, in writing, in the face 

of the charges coming from Rome.  Each time he would finish a written 

defense the printing presses went to work.  Works like “The Freedom of 

the Christian Man”, “Address to the Christian Nobility of the German 

Nation”, and “The Babylonian Captivity,” (1520-1521) resulted in an-

other inquisition.   

   Pope Leo X finally had enough!  On June 15, 1520 the Pope issued a 

Papal Bull “Exsurge Domine”, literally translated, “Arise, O Lord”.  A 

Papal Bull is a letter carrying the seal of the Pope.  The Bull demanded 

Luther to retract 41 of his 95 theses, as well as other specified errors, 

within sixty days of its publication under threat of excommunication.   

    Luther responded in typical Luther form; On December 20 he burned the Bull.  To add insult to injury he burned 

the book of church law as well as others.  I won’t repeat Luther’s verbal response to the Papal Bull; you can look 

that one up yourself.  But you might ask, “What was Rome’s response to Luther for his little bull-fire?”  Well, the 

answer came on January 3, 1521 when the Pope excommunicated the son of a miner turned law student turned 

monk turned priest turned university professor now accused heretic. 

    Frederick III of Saxon, oft called Friedrich the Wise, was able to convince the powers to be to give Luther a 

hearing before sentencing him to prison, or worse.  Pope Leo X had awarded Frederick the Golden Rose of virtue 

in 1518 and he was the Pope’s candidate for Holy Roman Emperor in 1519.  However Frederick helped Charles V 

secure the election.  Known as man of peace and reasonableness Frederick was highly respected.  And not insignif-

icantly, With the Turks moving ever closer to make a move on Europe Friedrich’s support, and a united Empire, 

was imperative. 

   After being elected Holy Roman Emperor Charles V gets in to the dispute and calls Luther to Worms.  The Im-

perial Diet of Worms was intended by Church and State to bring Luther to repentance in hopes to put the contro-

versy caused by Luther to rest.  The Holy Roman Empire under Charles V and the Roman Catholic Church under 

Pope Leo X had high hopes for the success of the Diet of Worms. 

    It’s important to know that The Diet of Worms had nothing to do with a weight loss program.  It was a meeting 

of the Holy Roman Emperor and the princes of the German states.  The questioner of the Diet was a man who had 

successfully debated others who were critical of the Roman Catholic Church, Johann Eck.  He was assigned to be 

the Pope’s representative at the Diet and was expected to end the dispute once and for all. 

    Due to Johann Gutenberg’s printing press the writings of Luther had been distributed far and wide and were in-

strumental in increasing the frustration and anger of the Pope.  His authority was threatened! 

   It was expected that Luther would fold when questioned by Eck and the threat of prison looming over his head.  

He was expected to deny all of his teachings and submit to the authority of the Church and State.  However, with 

his published works placed before him Eck asked this miner’s son, turned law student, turned Monk, turned Priest, 

turned accused heretic if he would admit the false teaching presented in his books.  Luther asked for time to con-

sider his answer.  Eck gave him one day. 

   The following day Luther stood before the Diet and insisted that he found no proof of false teaching in his writ-

ings and therefore refused to recant.  He responds to Eck’s demand to recant with, "Since Your Majesty and your 

lordships want a simple, clear, and true answer, I will give it.  Unless I am convinced by the teachings of Holy 

Scripture or by sound reason—for I do not believe either the pope or councils alone, since they have often made 

mistakes and have even said exact opposite about the same point—I am tied by the Scriptures I have quoted and by 

my conscience.  I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither safe nor right.  Here 

I stand.  God help me!  Amen."  
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   Yikes!  This did not sit well!  The infuriated Eck walked out of the room.  Some who were present cried, “To the 

fire with him!”  (Remember Hus?)  Some congratulated him.  Luther went to his room. 

John Hus’ words of decades before might well have been echoing throughout the chamber, “In 100 years, God 

will raise up a man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.”   

An Imperial Act was 

imposed by Charles V and 

Luther was declared to be 

an outlaw making it legal 

for anyone to snuff out his 

life without condemna-

tion.  However, Luther 

was given 21 days to trav-

el safely home.  Luther’s 

protector, Friedrich the 

Wise, once again comes to 

the rescue as he order a 

fake kidnapping.  Planned 

and executed Luther was 

whisked away to Wart-

burg Castle.  Friedrich 

thought that if Luther 

would disappear for a 

while things might calm 

down a bit. 

While sequestered away 

in the Castle Wartburg 

Luther began his work of 

translating the Scriptures 

into the German language.  

I mean, he did have the 

time for it now.  By the 

end of 1521 Pope Leo X is 

dead. 

In 1522 Luther com-

pletes his translation of the 

New Testament into Ger-

man.  It took 12 more 

years before The Old Tes-

tament had been complet-

ed, and over the next 40 

years Hans Lufft, a Ger-

man printer, produced 

over 100,000 copies of 

Luther’s Bible.   

 


