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After receiving his Doctorate in 1512 Martin Luther became a Pro-

fessor of Theology at Wittenberg University and he began his career 

as a professor lecturing on the Psalms, the books of Romans, Gala-

tians, and Hebrews. For this his earlier dedication to become profi-

cient in the languages of the original writers of Scripture came in 

handy.   

    Still struggling with his fear of God’s demand for righteousness 

Luther was studying the book of Romans in preparation for his lec-

tures.  It was during his study of Romans 1:17 in the original lan-

guage he was struck by its clear message of grace.  He came to un-

derstand God’s demand for righteousness was fulfilled by God Him-

self, received as a free gift, by faith through Jesus Christ.  He began 

to understand and teach that salvation was a free gift from the grace 

of God and not a reward for the good works of man: “For in it the 

righteousness of God is revealed through faith for faith; as it is writ-

ten, “The one who is righteous will live by faith.”  Luther is quoted as saying that it was while he studied this text “I 

felt as if a great weight was being lifted off my shoulders and the doors of heaven were been flung wide open.”  And 

he became ever more dangerously close to nailing those 95 Theses to the church door as his new found faith in the 

grace and mercy of God began to free him from his life- long fear of God’s wrath. 

    By 1514 Luther was the Priest at the Church in Wittenberg and as such was considered responsible for the faith of 

those belonging to his parish.  He desired the members of his parish to experience the same joy, comfort, and peace 

of knowing the grace of God of which he had hungered through the decades.  Over the next couple of years he be-

came ever more frustrated by what he believed to be an abuse of God’s people by the Roman Church.  He felt its 

message of works righteousness continued to bind God’s people in fear.  Luther believed that it was the fear of 

God’s judgement that the Roman Church capitalized upon to raise funds.   

   Since 1507 the selling of indulgences, and thus the selling of salvation was replacing confession and absolution for 

man.  It was 1514 when Albert of Brandenburg asked for special dispensation from the Pope to be appointed to 

Archbishop of Mainz.  To pay for the special dispensation it seems Albert went into cahoots with The House of 

Fugger to gain the authority to sell indulgences in Germany the profits from which, after the Papacy got its cut, 

would be shared between Albert and The House of Fugger.  This practice repulsed Luther.  With the Papal Court in 

financial trouble the push to raise funds by the selling of indulgences increased and many of Luther’s parishioners 

could be found traveling to nearby communities to buy a false hope of salvation by purchasing said indulgence.  In-

dulgences became available, for a price, even for deceased loved ones. 

    Luther was convinced this practice was contrary to God’s Word and in direct conflict with the Grace of God as 

revealed in Christ Jesus.  Needless to say, he was ticked off!  To rob people of the peace found in the promises of 

God through Christ Jesus was unacceptable!  Luther was spitting mad!  As Priest of the Church of Wittenberg he 

had been preaching against said indulgences but now he must act!  And so it was, on October 31, 1517 he posted a 

letter to his superiors in hope of creating a discussion.  It did.   

   By the way it was also the year 1517 that coffee first found its way to Europe.  It’s a good thing because Luther 

was going to have many a late night writing in defense of his teachings.  I’m not sure whether or not coffee found its 

way into Luther’s daily life, but something must have helped him stay awake through those late night hours.  

   As a side note: It was the year 1517 when Archduke Charles of Austria granted Florentine merchants a monopoly 

on the African slave trade, and it was this same year that the Turks’ took Cairo.  The next year, 1518, Juan de Gri-

jalva would explore the coast of the Yucatan and discover Mexico.  This was a great discovery because just two 

years later chocolate would be brought from Mexico to Spain and my wife’s favorite evening snack would be se-

cured. 



 

   Whether Luther actually nailed the 95 Theses to the Church door or not has been challenged, but his writing of the 

95 Theses hasn’t.  And in doing so he set off a firestorm.  He was challenging the authority of the Pope!  Many had 

lost body parts, usually the head, for doing much less.  

    It is well known that 

the Church did not re-

spond kindly to John 

Wycliffe, in the 1300’s, 

or John Hus, in the 

1400’s, as they chal-

lenged what they consid-

ered abuses of the Church 

of Rome in previous cen-

turies.  Now, here comes 

another priest claiming 

that Scripture held author-

ity over the Pope, Church 

councils, and Church tra-

dition.  His questioning 

authority is one of the no-

table challenges to church 

and state coming out of 

The Reformation.  For 

centuries it had been un-

thinkable to challenge 

either church or state, but 

now things were chang-

ing. 

 

 

 

 


