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    It was the festival of St. Martin of Tours, November 11, 
1483 when a copper miner by the name of Hans Luder 
(Luther) carried his one day old child into St. Peter’s Church 
in Eisleben, Germany to have his new born son baptized.   

   The history of St. Martin of Tours is interesting in itself but 
it is a long side trip from these articles.  Let it be said he is oft 
noted for coming across a scantily clad beggar as he was 
riding toward the gates of the city of Amiens while a Roman 
soldier.  Upon seeing the man in need Martin removed his 
cloak, cut it in two and gave half to the near naked man to 
cover his body.  This was only one of the numerous acts of kindness attributed to St. Martin of Tours, 
Martin Luther’s name sake. 

    So, it’s November 11, 1483, and if you pause to listen you might still hear echoes of the Priest 
chanting, “I baptize you, Martin Luther, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost” as he, three times, pours water over the head of the second child of Hans and Margaret Luder. 

     As a side note, for the sake of placing this little event in time, this was the same year King John II 
of Portugal refused to finance Christopher Columbus’ voyage to find a shorter route to India.  Imagine 
how history may have changed if Chris would have set sail in 1483 rather than 1492.  We’ll never 
know.   

    On another front it was 1483 that Russia began the chilly task of exploring Siberia.  It was also the 
year that Richard III of England is rumored to have killed his nephews Edward V and brother followed 
by Richard claiming the throne of England for himself.  Politics was a rough sport back then as well.  
Imagine if this was how political leaders were chosen today.   

    Oh, and by the way, it was only 3 years earlier that Leonardo de Vinci invented the parachute.  He 
drew the plans for a flying machine a few years later.  Makes you wonder whether he realized he 
needed something from which to jump after inventing his parachute. 

    Back to Martin Luther:  It’s clear that the Luther family did not hesitate to bring their children to the 
promises of Holy Baptism.  They understood Baptism not as a social event but as a Sacrament.  This is 
something that is lost on most today.  The Luthers believed it was so important to the life of the 
Christian family they didn’t wait for the mother to recover from the struggles of child-birth.  Instead, it 
was the hard working copper miner with the stains of copper on his hands and his face, his second 
child with the wrinkle of new birth, and of course a priest and Christ present as this one day old child 
was received into the family of God. 

    It has been written that Hans rushed home with his son to the bedside of his wife, a proud father 
laying his now twice new born son in his mother’s lap with the words, “Here, Margaret, take our 
Martin and care for him.  Pray that no evil will come to him.  For who knows what plans God has for 
him?” 

    Mere months after Martin’s birth the Luther family moved to Mansfield where Hans gained a bit of 
wealth and respect as he began to lease coal mines, purchase their first home, and chosen by the 
citizens of Mansfield to serve on the city council. 

    As was common in the place and time of the Hans and Margaret Luther Martin’s parents were firm 
disciplinarians.  For us to judge their hard life and disciplinary practices according to the parenting 
norms of our place and time would be unfair.  Obedience was harshly enforced and expectations were 
high.  There would be times when discipline would draw blood.  The fear of a child living a wayward 
life, and the eternal consequences thereof was too much for Han’s and Margaret Luther to bear for 
their son.  

    Unfortunately it was during this time of Martin’s youth that he came to believe God to be a harsh 
and oft angry task master.  He had yet to find the comfort and peace of the Gospel that would change 
his life and lead him to spearhead a reformation like the world had never seen. 



 

 

 


