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The next prominent pre-reformation reformer award 

would most likely be given to John Hus.  Hus was born in 

1363, just 21 years before Wycliffe’s death.  He became a 

priest in 1400 and rector of the University of Prague by 

1402.  Hus was greatly influenced by the writings of John 

Wycliffe and began to challenge the church by criticizing 

clergy and bishops for moral shortcomings.  He then began 

to criticize what he considered the tyranny of the papacy and 

its threatening execution for anyone found with anything 

other than a Latin Bible in their possession. 

For a bit of historical context it was during Hus’ life that 

the Scotts defeated the English in the battle of Chevy Chase.  Contemporary history include the Turks 

taking Asia Minor from the Byzantines and  Donatello putting chisel to stone and coming up with his 

first sculpture of David in 1408.  Wycliffe’s writings had made their way as far as Bohemian.   

Following Wycliffe Hus too believed the Bible needed to be made available in the people’s lan-

guage.  This, coupled with his conviction that salvation was a gift received through faith in Jesus 

Christ John was also an advocate for God’s Word being the final authority in issues of faith and life.  

His strong beliefs were not lost in his service as a pastor and as a professor at the University of Prague.  

Due to his vocal criticism of the church Hus was summoned to the Council of Constance.  Once there 

he was charged with heresy and imprisoned  

In 1410 Pope John XXIII excommunicated John Hus and his followers.  It wasn’t a great time for 

Hus as he was burned at the stake in 1415 with copies of the Wycliffe Bibles as fuel.  It is reported that 

the last words heard from John Hus as he was being roasted were; “in 100 years, God will raise up a 

man whose calls for reform cannot be suppressed.”  The following year Jerome of Prague suffering the 

same fate as Hus.   

It was mighty close to 100 years later, 1517 to be exact, that we find Martin Luther nailing those 95 

Theses, mentioned at the beginning of these articles, upon the door of the Church at Wittenberg.  The 

prophecy of Hus had come true! 

A couple years before John Hus became a priest Johannes Gutenberg was born in Mainz, Germany.  

Little is known of Gutenberg’s early life but we all know him as the guy whose invention changed the 

world.  By 1450 the Gutenberg press, the first moveable type printing press, was up and running and 

producing books at a faster rate than ever before.  In 1452 he began printing the first Bible ever pub-

lished using his printing press.  By 1455 he completed printing the Gutenberg Bible producing some 

180 copies.  Along with the Bible he was producing copies of other texts and books using moveable 

type which was quickly replacing the quill pen method of publishing. 

Sometime in the late 1450’s Gutenberg was convicted of fraudulent use of funds, was bankrupted 

and struggled until his death in 1468.  However, his invention has gone down in history as playing a 

critical role in the Reformation.  His press was instrumental in the publishing of the 95 Theses, and 



other works of Martin Luther, and the rapid spread of Luther’s writings and teachings far and wide for 

all to read.   

 

 

 


