
 

REFORMATION ANNIVERSARY THOUGHTS 

Part II: All Hallows Eve 

By Reverend Myles R. Schultz 

 

It was All Hallows Eve of 1517, most Americans 

know it as Halloween.  It was October 31, 1517 when 

Martin Luther, that son of a miner now a priest changed 

the course of human history with the nailing of a piece of 

paper to the church door in Wittenberg, Germany. These 

“95 Theses”, as they came to be titled, accused the Ro-

man Catholic Church of the period of a number of here-

sies driven first and foremost by the selling of indulgenc-

es and all of its ramifications concerning forgiveness, 

life, and salvation.   

As mentioned, many people cite this act, this nailing 

of 95 Theses to the Church door, as the beginning of the 

Protestant Reformation.  Yet, it is worthwhile to note that 

it all began centuries earlier.   

Long before Martin Luther was conceived, voices echoed through the ages crying out in the face of 

corruption and abuse in the church. Men like John Wycliffe, John Hus, Thomas Linacre, John Colet, 

and many others lost their careers, as well as their lives, as they went public with challenges to what 

they perceived as abuse and corruption in the church.  

The church faced its challenges and challengers from its beginning, as far back as Pentecost, 50 

days after Christ Jesus rose from the dead, when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Disciples.  How-

ever, that’s undoubtedly starting a bit early to be a part of these articles.  Let it be said that through the 

first few centuries of the Christian Church she struggled through a number of trials not the least of 

which were claims to authority over issues of faith and life. 

In those early centuries the great diversity of denominations we find today did not exist.  Truth is 

what became the Roman Catholic Church did not exist either.  There were Christians for sure, mem-

bers of The Holy catholic (Christian) Church on earth, believers living in small communities across the 

Middle East, Greece, North Africa, and Europe striving against all odds to live out their faith and learn 

of Christ Jesus.   

As quickly as authority over scripture, faith, and life was being claimed by men, those claiming 

such were being challenged by men of simple faith. These were educated men for sure but men of sim-

ple faith.  These were men with a heart for Scripture as well as the common man.  Uniting these be-

lievers, in small mostly disconnected believing communities, around a common confession became a 

priority of the early Christians.  They had a deep desired to be one in faith.   

As early as 180 A.D. the effort to confront false teaching that divided believers resulted in the earli-

est form of what Christians ultimately came to call The Apostles’ Creed.  This Creed, a simple confes-

sion of faith, was an attempt to unite Christians under a common belief in God expanded through the 

centuries until its full expression by the 9th century.    

The Apostle’s Creed is still considered the ecumenical confession uniting most Christians. Howev-

er, it is only right to note that not all Christians, nor Christian church bodies, are united in all things, 

not even the Apostles Creed. This makes that little piece of paper, mentioned in my first article, found 

in Martin Luther’s pocket upon his death, all the more poignant; “We are all beggars before God.” 

So, that takes us back to Martin Luther’s nailing the 95 Theses to the Church door on October 31, 

1517 being oft credited with igniting the Protestant Reformation.  As I wrote earlier; long before Mar-
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tin Luther was conceived, voices echoed through the ages crying out in the face of corruption and 

abuse in the church.  Men like John Wycliffe, John Hus, Thomas Linacre, John Colet, and many others 

risked their reputations and lives as they challenged the leadership and direction of the church.  Their 

bravery in challenging what they considered abuses in the church was not lost in the centuries to fol-

low. 
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