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   As has already been written in Part X of these articles the Roman 

Church was not only the center of Western Christendom but it also 

governed the politics and laws of the Holy Roman Empire.  In so doing 

she controlled princes, emperors, and kings and governed both Church 

and State.   

      In 1524 Urick Zwingli, a catholic priest and reformer in Switzer-

land, abolished the Catholic Mass in Zurich.  Zwingli and Luther agreed 

on a great deal concerning the need for reform in the Roman Church, 

services in the language of the people, as well as mutual cry for Scrip-

ture as the authority in issues of faith and life.   

     In 1525 Martin Luther married the former nun, Katherine von Bora, 

contrary to the Roman Catholic Church requiring celibacy for priests.  

     As a side note: In 1524 and 1525 respectively residents of England got their first taste of Turkey shipped in 

from South America, and hops were introduced in England to the cheers of beer drinkers everywhere.   

     While all of this was going on the efforts of reformers in the Holy Roman Empire sparked a general rebellion 

against the economic, social, and political status quo.  This resulted in the “Peasants’ War of 1524-1525” in what is 

now known as Germany.  This revolt was fueled by injustices faced by peasants in all three of the above mentioned 

areas; economics, social, and political.  This uprising has also been called “The Lutheran Revolt”, and was strong-

est in what is now southern Germany. 

    Subsistence farming, enjoyed by the peasantry through which their lords provided a level of security, was un-

dergoing a change as the lord’s profits took priority over the peasant wellbeing.  Added to this was the ever in-

creasing burden of ecclesiastical taxes, with exemptions for feudal nobility and clergy, placing and extra burden 

upon the already stretched peasantry.  To all of this add the ever increasing cost for the basic needs of life and a 

rebellion was in the making.   

   The peasantry grew increasingly frustrated with the constant promises by lords, nobles and merchants.  With the 

flame of the Reformation growing stronger, no longer were people willing to be used and abused by either Church 

or State. 

   As Luther rejected the religious authorities he gained ever increasing support from the princes of The Holy Ro-

man Empire as well as the peasantry. His writings were driving a wedge between the people and the Roman 

Church while seemingly adding support to the people’s challenge of the governing authorities.  Luther’s challenges 

could well be considered fuel for a national upheaval resulting in the “The Lutheran Revolt.” 

    In “The 12 Articles”, a peasant manifesto, the peasants demanded “the abolition of serfdom, the regulation of 

rents and the protection of certain common rights such as hunting, grazing, and fishing.”  These articles listed the 

peasant’s protest against the rule of their overlords.  

   The peasants believed their demands conformed to Scripture and as such they expected Martin Luther to throw 

his support behind them as they formed armies.  Plundering and looting followed them as they overwhelmed the 

estates of feudal lords and Church properties.  At the beginning Luther did side with the peasants.  In his Admoni-

tion to Peace Luther criticized the lords for their mistreatment of the peasants.    

   However when widespread violence broke out, Luther withdrew his support entirely. He was horrified as the 

peasants moved beyond attacks on Catholics and targeted his own followers in the nobility.  The peasants, Luther 

said, had miss-understood his rejection of authority.   His idea of "freedom" of man in his Liberty of the Christian 

Man meant the freedom of the Christian man or woman to obey the Word of the Lord without regard for the au-

thority of the Roman Church.  He rejected the peasants' claim that their demands for radical reform had biblical 

support.  Nowhere, Luther said, did Scripture advocate revolt for earthly justice or material gain.  



   Luther responded to the revolt with his treatise “Against the Murderous and Thieving Hordes of Peasants.”  In 

this treatise Luther encouraged the German princes to crush the peasants and preserve divinely appointed authority.  

The peasants were mercilessly put down by the governing authorities, at a cost of 100,000 lives.  Disheartened by 

Luther's support for the status quo, the peasants accused him of betrayal.  As a result many abandoned Lutheranism 

and went back to the Church. 

   It is this author’s belief that “The Lutheran Revolt” played a role in Luther’s furthering the development of “The 

Doctrine of Two Kingdoms”, the topic for Article XII. 

 

 

 


