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Part I: We Are All Beggars Before God 

By Reverend Myles R. Schultz 
 

The coming year, 2017, will be celebrated as the 500th 

anniversary of the Reformation.  With its arrival we will be 

reading and hearing a copious amount concerning that 

earth-shattering event typically associated with October 31, 

1517.  

You’re already doing the math in your head and thinking 

“That’s a long time ago. Why would I be interested in any-

thing that happened 500 years ago?”  Yet, that’s how histo-

ry becomes history. And so it goes that next year, 2017 will 

be celebrated as the 500th anniversary of this historic event.  

Do the math; 2017 minus 1517 equals 500!  Simple as that! 

It’s true, you can ask anyone, October 31, 2017 will be 

recognized around the world as the 500th anniversary of the 

day the son of a miner turned law student turned monk 

turned priest turned university professor turned an accused heretic is said to have nailed a sheet of pa-

per to the door of a church in Wittenberg, Germany.    

“So what,” you say.  I know, it doesn’t sound like a big deal, but rest assured it was a very big deal. 

Written in Latin upon the sheet of paper were 95 theses, or 95 arguments, challenges, proposed by this 

coal miner’s son, law student, turned monk then priest then accused heretic, to be debated by heads of 

church and state.   

The common man on the street, the ordinary guy, was likely unable to read German, let alone Latin.  

Most were pretty much illiterate, unschooled.  Yet 500 years later anyone familiar with history has 

heard of The 95 Theses. It shook Wittenberg, shook Germany, shook Rome, and ultimately the world.  

These 95 Theses are commonly referenced as the seed; the beginning of The Reformation. 

Yet, to be fair, we can easily make the case that to say The Reformation began on October 31, 1517 

in Wittenberg, Germany is to show a bit of ignorance concerning pre 1517 history.  

The whole notion of a reformation suggests as restoring of something good that had been lost.  And 

that’s how the majority of the reformers understood the objective, the purpose of The Reformation.  In 

contrast, some later reformers decided the goal was to completely lay waste to the church and rebuild it 

in their own vision.  This is something under which the church continues to suffer to this day.  

Reformation history is interesting if only for all the condemning, burning, excommunicating, Diets 

(not as in how to lose weight), charges of heresy, and pardons for anyone killing heretics.   

Since many believe The Reformation was only about the church the impact of The Reformation as 

it changed the world 500 years ago is often given short change.  It certainly left its mark on the church 

by claiming Scripture to be the singular source and norm of faith and life; a claim that brought more 

than one reformer to be accused of heresy often resulting in death.  The Reformation, along with a few 

pre-reformation reformers can be credited for bringing the Bible to the people in their own language as 

well as a transformation in worship. However, it also left its mark on the culture by unleashing a new 

era of scientific discovery and learning.  We can add to that the concept of individual conscience and 

the liberty of the soul. We can include its promotion of economic development and personal wealth.  

And we dare not leave out that a case can also be made for its preparing the way for modern democra-

cy as well as putting forth a model for public education.   



In the following articles I hope to introduce you to The Reformation with deeper conversation con-

cerning these things and more while keeping in mind the words written upon another piece of paper. 

Upon a small piece of paper found in the pocket of the coalminer’s son following his death was written 

the words “We are all beggars before God.” 
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