
October 6, 2019 
 

Luke 18:14 – The Deadly Sin of Pride 
 
Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled. 

The last of the 7 so-called “Deadly Sins” is the one that people perhaps hate the most when they encounter it in others—
and yet the one that people are most likely to overlook/ignore/be unaware of in themselves. The seventh “deadly sin” is 
pride.  

Is it also the worst of the seven? Well, the argument could certainly be made that it draws more of God’s attention than 
the others. The word “anger” is used most often in modern translations of the Bible, but the vast majority of those references 
are not about the sinful anger of human beings, but rather about the righteous anger of God over sin. Aside from that, none 
of the deadly sins are mentioned by name more than 31 times in the Bible. And then we look at how many times the word 
“pride” or “proud” is used in the Bible. 110.  

And while there are a few times that the word is used in some other context, the vast, vast majority of those 110 times, 
it has a negative connotation.  

C.S. Lewis believed pride to be the worst of the 7 deadly sins, writing, “… The essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. 
Unchastity [that is, Lust], Anger, Greed, Drunkenness [that is, Gluttony], and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison.”  

Lewis explains pride in a little more detail—and a little more ugliness: “Pride is essentially competitive—is competitive 
by its very nature—while the other vices are competitive only, so to speak, by accident. Pride gets no pleasure out of having 
something, only out of having more of it than the next man. We say that people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-
looking, but they are not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others. If everyone else became 
equally rich, or clever, or good-looking there would be nothing to be proud about. It is the comparison that makes you 
proud: the pleasure of being above the rest. Once the element of competition has gone, pride has gone. That is why I say 
that pride is essentially competitive in a way the other vices are not. The sexual impulse may drive two men into competition 
if they both want the same girl. But that is only by accident; they might just as likely have wanted two different girls. But a 
proud man will take your girl from you, not because he wants her, but just to prove to himself that he is a better man than 
you. Greed may drive men into competition if there is not enough to go around; but the proud man, even when he has got 
more than he can possibly want, will try to get still more just to assert his power. Nearly all those evils in the world which 
people put down to greed or selfishness are really far more the result of pride.  

Take it with money. Greed will certainly make a man want money, for the sake of a better house, better holidays, better 
things to eat and drink. But only up to a point. What is it that makes a man with $10 million a year anxious to get $20 million 
a year? It is not the greed for more pleasure. $10 million will give all the luxuries that any man can really enjoy. It is pride—
the wish to be richer than some other rich man, and the wish for power. For, of course, power is what pride really enjoys: 
there is nothing makes a man feel so superior to others as being able to move them about like toy soldiers ...What is it that 
makes a political leader or a whole nation go on and on, demanding more and more? Pride again. Pride is competitive by 
its very nature: that is why it goes on and on. If I am a proud man, then, as long as there is one man in the whole world 
more powerful, or richer, or cleverer than I, he is my rival and my enemy.”  

Now take that and pause for a moment to consider what so often motivates you. In school, when you got back a test 
with an A on it, did you feel pleasure at the realization that you had used your abilities well—and then be done with it? 
Probably not. What did you do instead? You looked around to see what grades other kids got. And the scattering of B’s, 
C’s, and D’s around you made you feel pretty good, didn’t they?  

And if you were on the other side of the equation—if you were one of those B’s, C’s, or D’s, you found that you were 
offended by the pride of the A student, weren’t you? But when you get right down to it, why were you offended? Because 
of your own pride.  

Pride exists not only in the one haughtily looking down, but also in the one being looked down upon. (This explains 
why those being looked down upon are usually busying themselves looking for someone they can look down upon.)  

Perhaps we should pause here for a moment to address a misconception about pride: Pride doesn’t consist solely of 
thinking about yourself. I would submit that the prideful person actually spends quite a bit of time thinking about others, 
assessing and judging the words of others, the action of others, the clothing of others, the abilities of others, the morality of 
others. This individual might actually think that they spend very little time thinking about themselves. And yet all the time 
that they are thinking of others, they are thinking about themselves by way of comparison—thinking that they would never 
act like that, talk like that, dress like that—and they are proudly “thanking” God that they are better than those people.  



Let’s address one more misconception: Just because you are often heard downplaying your strengths and confessing 
your flaws, just because you deflect or even refuse every compliment doesn’t necessarily mean that you aren’t committing 
the sin of pride. Such people are sometimes quite pleased with the response they get from others who tell them how humble 
they are, and the realization that they are more humble (even though it be a false humility, an immodest modesty) than 
others can give them a great amount of pleasure—yes, pride.  

It gets worse. Lewis claims, “Pride … has been the chief cause of misery in every nation and every family since the 
world began. Other vices may sometimes bring people together: you may find good fellowship and jokes and friendliness 
among drunken people or unchaste people. But pride always means enmity—it is enmity.” It’s an interesting—and 
compelling point. While lust can bear to—and may even welcome the opportunity to—interact with other people who lust, 
and while the glutton finds joy and even camaraderie in the company of other gluttons, the person who commits the deadly 
sin of pride cannot bear to allow someone else to participate in it.  

When it comes to the sin of pride, there is—regardless of how it might attempt to soften, repackage, cloak or hide 
itself—something almost pathologically antisocial about it.  

And what’s worse, it’s not just antisocial. It doesn’t just exclude and exalt itself above others. It excludes and exalts 
itself above God. The one who takes pride in their looks, their brains, their charm, their business acumen, their athletic 
ability, their calm command of each and every situation or any of a thousand other things that human beings have found to 
take pride in—that person is ignoring the fact that their looks, their brains, their charm, their business acumen, their athletic 
ability, their calm command of each and every situation—all of them are gifts from God. And so we exclude God from the 
equation, and exalt ourselves above Him as the giver of all gifts, replacing Him with ourselves as the Creator of all our gifts.  

So what about you? How much of your time is spent thinking about others and comparing yourself to them? (I have 
wondered at times if the popularity of reality shows doesn’t come from the fact that we enjoy watching the train wrecks of 
humanity which are on those shows and thinking with some degree of pride that at least we aren’t like those greedy, mean, 
self-absorbed, proud people.) And how much of the time you spend thinking about yourself and taking pride in yourself 
over others is time that should instead be spent thanking God for such gifts?  

I believe you will find this to be the case with nearly all sins, but perhaps it is especially the case with pride: If you 
commit to analyzing your thoughts and seeing the attitude and heart from which they come, seeing them for what they are, 
seeing them as God sees them, you will be shocked and appalled to realize how full of pride you are.  

Given that pride is really an anti-God state of mind, it’s not surprising, then, to read in the Bible how God feels about 
pride. Included in the list of 7 things that God “hates” and finds to be “detestable” is “haughty eyes.” 

Nor is it surprising to see what God does to those who commit the deadly sin of pride. Already in Leviticus he warned 
the Israelites, “I will break down your stubborn pride.” God said through Isaiah, “The eyes of the arrogant man will 
be humbled and the pride of men brought low.” Jeremiah: “I will ruin the pride of Judah and the great pride of 
Jerusalem.” 

The Bible speaks of many people who were punished for their pride. Besides the Israelites, it lists Nebuchadnezzar, the 
king of Tyre, the Philistines, and Assyria.  

Is there any reason to think that we will escape making this list? If we are really self-aware, if we really consider our 
thoughts and come to realize how thoroughly our words and actions—and especially—our thoughts are infected with pride, 
we know that we too are the ones that Jesus spoke of when He said, “Everyone who exalts himself will be humbled.” 

The words of Isaiah 2 apply to us: “The Lord Almighty has a day in store for all the proud and lofty, for all that is 
exalted (and they will be humbled), for all the cedars of Lebanon, tall and lofty, and all the oaks of Bashan, for all 
the towering mountains and all the high hills, for every lofty tower and every fortified wall, for every trading ship 
and every stately vessel. The arrogance of man will be brought low and the pride of men humbled …” And the Lord 
has a purpose in mind with this. His purpose is to accomplish what we in our pride so often fail and refuse to achieve: “The 
Lord alone will be exalted in that day.” 

And yet there is hope. There is hope to be found in humility. King Rehoboam and the people of his time humbled 
themselves, and God did not destroy them as He had planned. Even wicked, wicked, wicked King Manasseh humbled 
himself before God, and God listened to his plea and brought him back to Jerusalem and his kingdom. 

If there was hope for these people, then there is hope for us. God’s words of promise spoken to Solomon still apply to 
us: “If my people … will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will 
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin …” 



To humble ourselves means to do as the tax collector did in the parable—to confess our sin without—and this is key—
without any excuses, to say with Paul that you are the worst of all sinners, and to humbly ask God’s forgiveness. Pray that 
the Holy Spirit would give you that sort of humility. Pray that the Holy Spirit would crush your sinful nature’s pride, 
grinding it to dust with the mortar and pestle of God’s law, leaving you with no hope other than to “seek God’s face.”  

You will find a face of humility. You will find it in God’s Son Christ Jesus, who is described in Philippians: “... being 
in very nature God, [he] did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he 
humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!” 

All these things—taking the nature of a servant, being made in human likeness, dying—and doing so in the most awful 
way—all these things were most certainly beneath Jesus—just as it was beneath Him to put up with the mental midgets and 
spiritual slugs that were His disciples, just as it was beneath Him to show concern and compassion for those who were too 
self-centered to have any real concern for Him, just as it was beneath Him to do as a servant did, to wash the smelly feet of 
His disciples, just as it was beneath Him to do, well, pretty much anything He did here on earth.  

But He did it, all of it, even death on a cross in order that we would be forgiven, that our sins that humble and humiliate 
us would be wiped away from God’s record, that God might look at you and boast of the spotless record that is yours through 
Jesus.  

And we can do some boasting now, too. Not in ourselves, of course—after all, Paul says that both the grace of God and 
the faith through which we receive it is a gift, so that no one can boast. And yet there is something we can boast about. God 
says in Jeremiah, “Let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who 
exercises kindness, justice, and righteousness on earth …” 

People take pride in their perceived greatness. You and I know what true greatness is—the kindness of our Heavenly 
Father, the righteousness brought about by the humility of God the Son, the faith-giving power of the Holy Spirit who make 
it so that we “understand and know” the triune God. May we boast about those things, and may we exalt Him alone as we 
humbly think about and serve others. 


