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Luke 12:15 – The Deadly Sin of Greed 
 
[Jesus] then told them, “Watch out and be on guard against all greed because one’s life is not in the abundance of his 
possessions.” 

Before we begin our look at the 6th of the 7 “Deadly Sins”, let’s take a few minutes to address some questions that 
people might have. Some might wonder about the origin and location of the Seven Deadly Sins, wondering if and where 
the list is found in the Bible.  

There is no list of 7 Deadly Sins in the Bible. The list, however, has been around for about 1600 years, having perhaps 
first been identified by a man named St. John Cassian (360-435 A.D.). The list was refined about 200 years later by Pope 
Gregory the Great (540-604 A.D.) and featured quite prominently in Dante’s classic poem, The Divine Comedy. The deadly 
sins have been featured in many works of literature, art, music, radio, television, film, and even video games, and the list 
has become so widespread that typing "seven deadly sins" into Google will yield over 63 million results.  

Neither the fact that such a list cannot be found anywhere in Scripture nor the fact that the list was refined by a Roman 
Catholic Pope should concern us or lead us to wonder whether a sermon series on the 7 Deadly Sins is inappropriate, and 
an abandonment of the tenet that preaching ought to be based on the Bible. Each of the 7 Deadly Sins is in fact spoken of 
in many places and at some length in the Bible, so to preach on the sins of Envy, Gluttony, Anger, Sloth, Lust, Greed, and 
Pride is to preach about the very things Jesus preached about.  

Does designating these sins as “deadly” sins in some way diminish the dangers of other sins? Are we perhaps falling 
into the Roman Catholic manner of designating some sins as being mortal/really serious sins and others as being venial/less 
serious sins? No. That was addressed in the introductory remarks to the first sermon, when it was clearly stated that all sins 
are deadly when a Christian refuses to repent of and turn from them.  

But secondly, any sin you can think of can be placed under one of these 7 categories—Envy, Gluttony, Anger, Sloth, 
Lust, Greed, and Pride. I hesitated to mention that to you now, lest you spend the rest of the sermon going through a mental 
Rolodex of sins in an attempt to find one that doesn't fit into any of those categories. But feel free to do so later on, and I 
think you’ll find that the statement was correct.  

Now, on to the sixth Deadly Sin … 

In the 1980s movie Wall Street, Michael Douglas played a character named Gordon Gekko. Decked out in pinstripe 
business suits, "power ties", an enormous cell phone pressed against his ear while closing huge business deals, he was a 
dynamic character, and he came up with a line that has endured. He declared, “Greed is good.” 

Now you and I would, of course, disagree, and we know that we are in agreement with the Holy Spirit on that. 25 times 
the Bible uses the word “greed” or “greedy”, and 25 times the word has a negative connotation. Many are the times that the 
Bible warns against greed, clearly marking it as a sin against God. While Gordon Gekko may say that greed is good, God 
says very clearly that greed is bad—and we agree.  

Which isn’t to say that greed poses much of a threat for us personally. At least that’s the conclusion we might draw 
from a poll that I saw recently. People were asked which of the deadly sins posed the biggest problem for them. Perhaps not 
surprisingly, Lust was #1. But you know which one came in last place? Greed.  

It makes perfect sense. Quite simply, people don’t believe that they are greedy. Other people? Well, sure, there’s a lot 
of greed out there in “other people.” The word “greed” immediately calls to mind people that we have seen in the financial 
news in recent years—people whose unchecked, ravenous desires ignores societal standards and seems to know no bounds. 
Those people are g-r-e-e-d-y.  

People who have considerably more than I do, people whose houses are worth 3 times what mine is, people whose 
salaries are 4 times what mine is—and yet still want more? Greedy.  

Me, though? We tend to doubt and deny that we are greedy. No, we “just want to be able to provide ourselves with a 
better life.” Perhaps you think that this is the part of the sermon in which I point out the crazy high standard of living that 
we have, that we have access to possessions that would have dropped the jaw of an 18th century king, and that you then 
respond by hanging your head in shame for having such things.  

But the problem isn’t that we have such things. The problem is where we have such things. Martin Luther summed it 
up by saying that our possessions ought to be in our hands, and not in our heart.  



I’ll warn you that you don’t want to come with me into this next part of the sermon. You don’t want to spend any 
meaningful amount of time thinking about your relationship with and your attitudes towards your wealth and your stuff.  

It’s much easier to search your life for anecdotal “evidence” that greed isn’t an issue for someone like you. It’s much 
easier to consider the times that you could have compromised yourself ethically in order to gain a financial advantage—but 
didn’t do so. It’s much easier for you to tell yourself that the old age and relative simplicity of your vehicles (or, better yet, 
your solitary vehicle) is proof that greed really isn’t an issue for you. It’s much easier to tell ourselves that since we give 
literally thousands of dollars (hey, $2000 meets the definition of “thousands”) away each year, greed is one temptation we 
have more or less beaten.  

But those examples more than likely are what constitute a comfort zone for you. Now think about ways of moving 
outside of that comfort zone—way outside of your comfort zone. Think of going home today and writing a check—a sizeable 
check (go ahead, we’ll pause while you think of an amount that fits the adjective “sizeable)—for humanitarian aid. What 
was your reaction to the possibility? Did you wish you had your pen and checkbook right here so you could do it right now? 
Or did you think of reasons why you simply couldn’t do such a thing?  

Now think of going home and then writing another check—a sizeable check (use the same amount as you thought of 
for the previous check)—for mission work. 

What was your reaction—especially coming on the heels of the previous check? Were you excited to realize that you 
had the means to write both checks? Or did you have a bit of a feeling of “Enough is enough already”?  

Maybe you even began to feel that you had a compelling argument that this simply was not possible for you. Well, 
unless you’re down to your last dollar, your last morsel of bread, and your mortgage payment is due within the next few 
days, to say that you “simply can’t” do such a thing is false.  

But I’ll play along with the claim that it’s “impossible.” Hmm, let’s see what we can do to make it possible. I know! 
Go into your house, get your TV’s and take them down to a pawnshop. Suddenly, you have enough money to write the 
second check!  

Of course you don’t have a TV anymore. But then your TV isn’t really that important to you anyway, right? It certainly 
isn’t anything that holds a meaningful place in your heart, right? Because that would be just plain silly. And sad. After all, 
we agree with Jesus’ statement—the one that He used to follow up His warning to “Be on guard against all kinds of 
greed.” We agree that “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions” (or, “in the possession of a 
television”) Or … did the notion of getting rid of your TVs pain you as though there was going to be a void in a place 
remarkably near your heart?  

How about inviting someone to come into your closet and take 90% of your clothes home with them? Picture what your 
closets and dresser drawers would look like after that. Oh, you’d still have clothes to wear—even on wash day. But does 
standing there looking at those empty spaces pain you and do you resent me for even having made you consider the 
possibility?  

Or is this what you really resent—that this journey beyond the surface of your heart deep down into your heart has 
revealed that you hold your possessions not merely in your hands but also in your heart, and that you have carved out a 
pretty sizeable place for them in your heart?  

Jesus resents it too. He resents it when he comes to the throne room of your heart and finds that something has taken 
the place that is rightfully His. He says with a righteous jealousy and a righteous anger what God the Father said in Isaiah 
42: “I am the Lord; that is my name. I will not give my glory to another or my praise to idols.” 

The passage uses the word “idols.” But in the end, that’s what greed is—idolatry. The deeper we dig into our hearts, the 
more we realize that our attitude towards our possessions is so often one in which we have made them the most important 
thing in our hearts. We have made them an idol.  

Greed is not good. It’s everywhere. It’s epidemic. It is perhaps the greatest threat to our souls because of how acceptable 
the attitude of greed is in society—and therefore how acceptable it also is to us. But greed is not good. It’s shameful, and it 
is damnable.  

How beautiful it is, then, to see Jesus live a life free from greed. Although His talents made His earning power unlimited, 
He gave freely of His healing to all who were in need. While human nature says, “You ought to be paid what the market 
says you are worth, and you ought to refuse to work for less,” Jesus worked—tirelessly and endlessly—for free.  

And the one time in the Bible when we see Him clearly presented with the opportunity for great wealth, He does not 
for a moment give in to greed. And that’s all He would have had to do—just give in for a moment. That’s all Satan wanted 



from Him there in the wilderness. Satan just wanted Jesus to bow down to him for a moment in return for unprecedented 
wealth. He wanted Jesus to make wealth His idol just for a moment.  

But Jesus did not sell His soul—not even for a moment—because He knew that in doing so, He would be selling your 
soul also for all eternity. So instead Jesus resisted Satan’s temptation to greed, and then He went and gave up the most 
precious earthly possession He had—His life, His body and blood—as a payment for your soul. He gave Himself up to be 
punished by the jealous God who has decreed that He will not give His glory to another and His praise to idols. He gave 
Himself up to be punished for all the times that you have given up God’s glory, God’s praise, God’s rightful place as the 
sole ruler of your heart to the idols of possessions or money. And He did this so you might have the riches of heaven. Paul 
wrote, “You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, 
that you through his poverty might become rich.”  

Because Jesus did this, you are forgiven of and freed from your sins of greed.  

But perhaps you feel that you haven’t been freed from greed itself. You recognize that there is something constricting, 
binding, enslaving about this attachment to your money and your possessions. You want to be liberated from this slavery, 
this obsession. You want to be able to view your possessions in a different light.  

You want your possessions to serve you in glorifying God instead of having them enslave you. You want to have that 
attitude that Martin Luther expressed when he wrote, “When (one) sees a man who has no coat, he says to his money: 'Come 
out, young Mr. Gulden (a high-value coin)! There is a poor naked man who has no coat; you must serve him. Over there 
lies a sick man who has no refreshment. Come forth, Sir Dollar! You must be on your way; go and help him.”  

You can have exactly that. First, recognize that your possessions come with an expiration date. A church youth group 
recently went to a foreign country. As they were preparing to go to the airport to fly home, they realized that they still had 
some foreign currency left over. They could have hung onto it until they returned to the United States—where it would be 
of no value to them. This of course made no sense. So they decided to spend it. They had no need for food and no desire for 
souvenirs. So they used it to help others, buying food and clothing for the homeless that they had seen near their hotel—
and they thoroughly enjoyed being able to do so. 

Your possessions come with an expiration date, as do you. The Parable of the Rich Young Fool is an illustration of the 
folly of using your wealth to accumulate more possessions to store away in barns and closets and self-storage facilities, 
when the expiration date for those things may be as early as tomorrow. So instead of buying more knickknacks and 
souvenirs—more stuff, that is—as a memento of your time as a stranger in the strange land called earth, use your possessions 
instead to help others, providing them with food, shelter, clothing, and especially missionaries to bring them the Word of 
God.  

Second, remember what awaits you in very short order—the riches of heaven. When that is kept in mind, the so-called 
riches of this world will take on a diminished—and appropriate—value in your mind. Whether one is rich or poor according 
to the world’s standards makes no difference whatsoever to the person who knows that he will soon head to his home 
country, his eternal country, a place of riches beyond compare.  

Finally, pray. Pray that God would grant you a pure heart, a heart free of any sinful attachment to possessions, a heart 
in which Christ lives and rules. Be warned. God takes such prayers seriously, and you may expect that He will answer them 
in a way that may be very painful to your sinful nature. But you may also be assured that He will answer them in a way that 
is liberating and thrilling to the new creation that you have become in Christ.  

God bless you as you use the earthly, temporary riches that He has given you to glorify Him for the heavenly, eternal 
riches He has given you in Christ. 


