
February 24, 2019 
 

1 Peter 1: 18-19 – What Are You Worth to God? 
 
For you know that you were redeemed from your empty way of life inherited from the fathers, not with perishable 
things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. 
 

Do you remember what we were told our bodies were worth when we were kids? $1.65 is what they came up with but 
in my research for this sermon I have learned that inflation has struck our bodies (and not just in size!). The elements have 
actually decreased in value to about a dollar but if you add our skin to the equation, we’re worth $4.25. And if you go a 
whole different direction, our body parts are valued at 45 million dollars! 

However, this morning we would not ask what you’re worth to man, but what you’re worth to God. 

When you fly in an airplane, it takes your breath away to see everything on this earth—mountains, rivers, oceans, fields 
of grain, city landscapes. And then we look up and see the sun, moon, stars and other universes. Amazing! Then we think 
about ourselves and how we rebel against God through our sin and we are ugly, sinful, rebellious little specks of dust with 
no apparent value to the God of the universe. 

But wait a minute. You don’t measure the value or worth of an object by its size, but rather by the price man is willing 
to pay. When a child is kidnapped, large sums of money are offered as a ransom because that child is valuable to the parents. 
Our question today is what are you worth to God? To answer that we need to ask another question, “What was the price He 
paid for us?” 

What are you worth to God? The sacrifice of His only Son. For some of you, when you entered military service for our 
country, your parents sent you off not knowing if they were going to see you again. You remember that time of your life as 
not an easy one. God sent His Son—the only One He had—not just across the ocean but from heaven down to this earth. 
He did it even though He knew exactly what was going to happen to Jesus. In spite of the fact that the church which He 
came to redeem would reject Him, that the government which He Himself instituted would unjustly condemn Him, that the 
little people whom He loved so dearly would lift up their tiny hands and wicked voices until they had driven Him out to 
Calvary for crucifixion—in spite of the fact that our heavenly Father knew, He sent His only begotten Son so that believing 
in Him you might have life everlasting. That’s what you’re worth to God! 

This was not the only purpose of our redemption. St. Paul writes, “You were bought at a price. Therefore glorify 
God in your body.” Luther puts it this way, “He redeemed me … that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom 
and serve Him.” We are asked to dedicate ourselves, body and soul, to God’s service. 

When we became members of God’s church, we literally said, “Here I am, Lord, body and soul. Use me in Your 
Kingdom as you see fit.” When I made that pledge I meant every word of it and I believe you did too. Yet I have learned 
that it isn’t easy to keep that promise every day in my living. When you dedicate yourself to God you have dedicated all 
your parts. A Christian can’t say, “Here I am, Lord, body and soul, but I won’t give You my mind or the use of my hands 
and feet or the use of my time or I won’t give you my money.” As long as a person says, “What I do with my sex life, my 
time, or my money is my business—as long as a person refuses to dedicate one of his parts, the question remains if he has 
dedicated himself to the Lord. To use all our parts for God consistently is not easy. 

The earnestness of your dedication shows itself here at Grace in many ways. You have not forgotten that you are bought 
with a price for a purpose. This past year, your offerings exceeded our budgeted amount by $20,000! Your generous gifts 
combined with the love you show at home and the time you spend in your community and church are evidence of your 
sincerity and consecration. 

Yet we could do better and we need to encourage one another constantly toward even greater consecration and service. 
This is one of the purposes of Pledge Sunday. Every member is asked to pledge a portion of his or her income which 
represents real devotion and consecration. We don’t want just your money. We want you. But it’s doubtful whether we have 
you until we have your money because your money is a part of you. 

How much are you to give to the work of the Lord? Consider the gift God gave for your salvation—His Son Jesus. 
That’s a pretty impressive gift, isn’t it? The Lord doesn’t expect you to give everything you have because He does want you 
to take care of your life and the lives of those He has entrusted to you. He wants you to give in a way that reflects your love 
and thankfulness for all He has done for you. As God has given for you His best, so our gifts should be the best of what we 
have, not what’s leftover. Let your gift to the Lord be the best you can do as you thankfully praise Him for what He has 
done for you. 



Remember Jesus said, “Whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” Go all out for Christ—make some sacrifices 
for Him and really live! Selfishness dries up the body, limits our vision, makes us self-centered and makes living dull. Take 
the big leap, open your wallet wide and let the blessings of God flow through you! 

Palestine has two seas. The Sea of Galilee in the north is fresh and clear because as it receives so it gives. The water 
flows in at the north and out at the south. The Dead Sea receives the same water by way of the Jordan River. But, the Dead 
Sea is stagnant, salty and stinks because as it receives it hoards. There is no outlet from the Dead Sea. These two seas are 
examples of the generous and the stingy. Open your outlet wide. Let the blessings of God flow through you and live. 

Remember, you were not redeemed with the perishable things like silver and gold but with the precious blood of Jesus. 
He paid a big price for you. Will you now make a big commitment for Him? May the Lord guide you and bless you and 
make you a blessing for many. 


