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Matthew 26:6-10 – Love Is Extravagant 
 
Now when Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, a woman came up to him with an alabaster flask of 
very expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head as he reclined at table. And when the disciples saw it, they 
were indignant, saying “Why this waste? For this could have been sold for a large sum and given to the poor.” But 
Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why do you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful thing to me.” 
 

Many years ago, two ladies, Ruth and Sally, who had grown up together and both had families and were alike in many 
respects except Ruth believed in Christ and Sally did not. 

One Saturday Sally was visiting Ruth and she watched her friend working tirelessly handling the tasks of caring for her 
home. Sally suggested that Ruth and her husband needed a regular “date night”. Ruth agreed that would be great but at the 
current time, there wasn’t enough money available for such activities. 

When Ruth went downstairs to work on the misbehaving dryer for the third time, Sally remarked, “Why don’t you ask 
John to buy a dryer? The payments wouldn’t be that bad.” Ruth explained that, yes, a new dryer would be helpful, but right 
now with two young children and her not working outside the home, there just wasn’t room in their budget. 

Later that evening, Ruth took out the family’s church envelope and put in a check for $50 which represented about 10% 
of their income. When Sally saw this she was almost dumbfounded. Here Ruth had declared that they couldn’t afford a new 
dryer or a night out but she was putting a lot of money into their church envelope! Sally did some mental arithmetic and 
knew that this amounted to a bunch of money—money that could pay for that dryer, a date night, and several other things. 
Sally couldn’t understand how Ruth and John could be and act that way. 

This is true for all unbelievers. When Christians bring their Savior at least 10% of their income even though this does 
mean certain inconveniences in their lives and homes, the unbelievers simple can’t understand why they act that way. 

St. Paul knew why and gave the explanation when he wrote: “We love him because he first loved us.” Making 
sacrifices, denying one’s self for Christ and His Kingdom doesn’t come easily nor automatically. The devil is against it and 
we by nature were against it. 

Our willingness to live for Christ started with God. “God is love,” and in His love He gave us His Son, and through 
His Son He has forgiven us all our sins and has promised us an everlasting life of peace and glory in heaven. Even though 
we sin daily in our weakness He day by day calls us to Himself and forgives us all over again. There’s no limit to God’s 
love. 

And that’s why we in turn love God. “We love him because he first loved us.” At times we reach such heights of love 
that it astounds the unbelievers around us. We have just an example of this in our text. 

Jesus and His disciples were eating supper in the house of Simon. While they were eating, a woman shyly walked in, 
took out a container of precious perfume and gently poured it on the head of her Savior. 

It doesn’t even take 30 seconds to tell the story. What extravagant love is demonstrated by this simple act! That gift of 
perfume was worth the equivalent of a year’s wages! She must have worked and saved several years for this. There must 
have been times when she denied herself not just pleasure and conveniences, but even the necessities in order to bring this 
precious gift to Jesus. But she knew how deeply Jesus loved her; and so her love for Him became extravagant. Real love is 
that way. 

When Judas saw this he couldn’t understand the motives behind such an act, and blurted out, “Why this waste?” He 
was just like the unbelievers in our day … just like Sally who couldn’t understand why her friend Ruth would deny herself 
for the sake of Christ and His church. Even the other disciples couldn’t understand this gift and thought, “It could have 
been sold and given to the poor.” Were the disciples perhaps ashamed because this woman had shown a greater devotion 
than they had ever shown to Jesus and wanted to cover up their lack of love? 

Let’s not be too critical of the disciples but rather look into our own hearts, lest we sin as they sinned. 

Imagine the poor woman! She must have felt confused and embarrassed. She had saved and saved to show her love and 
for this sacrifice every one criticized and condemned her. 

But Jesus had not yet spoken. When all had their say, Jesus, much displeased with their attitude, turned to them and 
said, “What’s the matter with you? Why do you harass this woman? She has done a good thing.” 



The love of Jesus knows no bounds and He encourages this woman because she has demonstrated a similar love. The 
type of love which Jesus commends is a reckless, extravagant love. 

How often have you shown Jesus that type of love? I know that most of you, if not all of you, are sincere Christians. 
Not only do you have faith but you have love which always follows true faith. You have demonstrated your love repeatedly. 
It’s because of Christians like you that churches are built, missionaries trained and sent and God’s kingdom extended. You 
have faithfully given of your time, talents and treasure. 

You have received your pledge form and the important question is this: How much of what you have and receive will 
you return to Christ? Five cents out of every dollar? Ten cents? Twenty? What percentage? 

Why do we pledge? Here are some reasons that will explain why I pledge: 1) It limits your battles with Satan to one a 
year. Once you and the Lord have set the amount of your gift, you just do it and not struggle every Sunday. 2) It gives you 
more pleasure in giving. When you have pledged a specific percentage and you set this percentage aside for the Lord’s 
work, you simple go to this treasury, take out and give. There’s no battle with the devil—just joyful giving. 3) Christ will 
receive more of your income. You love Jesus and you want Him to receive large gifts. Experience has shown that pledging 
aids us in providing larger gifts. 4) God pledged. Pledging is nothing new. As soon as Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden 
of Eden, God made a pledge to send His Son as our Savior from sin, death and the devil. He pledged to provide you with 
all you need for body and soul. He pledged to give you His own body and blood every time you come to communion. He 
pledged or promised you the eternal glories of heaven! Let God be your example and pledge. 

Why pledge a percentage? 1) It’s fair. We could divide Grace’s budget by our membership and assess each member for 
the year. For some, this would be an unbearable burden. Besides, when you pledge 10% for the year, in case your income 
goes down, the amount you give automatically goes down though you still give 10%. Evidently God approved of percentage 
giving when in the Old Testament He demanded all to pay 10% and when in the New Testament He encouraged the 
Corinthians: “On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up as God has 
prospered you.” Percentage giving is God-approved.  

2) Percentage giving makes you more conscious of your partnership with God. Al hauled and sold strawberries (and 
this was before refrigerated trucks). Poor weather or a poor market could mean the loss of thousands of dollars in a few 
days. When his trucks were on the road, Al did very little sleeping; he became irritable and living with him was more than 
difficult. On Stewardship Sunday he decided to pledge a percentage for the coming year. Hardly two months had passed 
when his wife commented about the wonderful change in her husband’s attitude. The neighbors noticed the difference in 
his behavior. A neighbor finally asked, “Al, how come you’re different? You don’t seem to have any worries about your 
strawberries anymore.” Al snapped back, “Why should I? God has an interest in every crate of berries I buy and haul.” 

And when you pledge a percentage, why not make it a big percentage—a percentage which is extravagant, which really 
expresses the depth of your love for God? 

When an Indian heard that the white man slept on feathers (pillows) he found a half dozen feathers and put them under 
his head for the night. In the morning he had a headache. The feathers only irritated him all night because he didn’t use 
enough feathers. 

So, our giving becomes only an irritation when we give too little. We become joyful and cheerful givers only when our 
offerings represent sacrifice or, at least, self-denial on our part. 

Look at your abundance! How bountifully God has blessed you. Let’s pray that in our abundance we might not forget 
God when we fill out our pledge forms before next Sunday. 


