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Your First Love 
 

Do you remember your first love? 

Now, I’m not trying to get anyone 

in trouble by bringing up specific, 

old memories but do you remem-

ber the emotions you felt, the pas-

sion in your heart, and the excite-

ment that sent shivers up and down 

your spine? 

 

Before you wander off down 

memory lane, let me bring my 

question forward in the context of 

our life connected to Jesus Christ. 

What is our first love in the 

church? What should it be? Those 

two questions might not share the 

same answer. Let’s start by an-

swering the second question. Our 

first love should be a desire to 

share our faith in Jesus with others 

so that they too may know person-

ally of His love and forgiveness for 

them. Is that not what our Lord 

commissioned us to do? Remem-

ber: [Jesus said] “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, bap-

tizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit” (Mt 28:19). 

 

That sounds good and we all say, 

“Yes, I should be doing that but 

…” We have lots of reasons for not 

being bold in our witness for our 

Savior. Bad timing, bad health, bad 

people, bad weather, bad—well, 

you get the point. We have many 

excuses why we can’t carry our 

Lord’s direct command to us to go 

and make disciples of others. We 

see what we ought to be doing as 

God’s children. Yet we rarely car-

ry out His command. 

 

Anthony Pappas of the American 

Baptist Churches of Massachusetts 

(yes, there are Baptists in other 

places besides the South!) recently 

wrote this in response to the ques-

tion about why churches are de-

clining: A more powerful factor is 

the loss of our first love. We have 

forgotten that our God is in the re-

demption business and that we 

ought to be about “our Father’s 

business.” We have instead built 

up a whole enterprise around the 

maintenance business. [Many 

churches have] an immaculate 

building, tidy records, ordered 

worship, regular fellowship. All 

fine and commendable things, but 

unsullied by the chaos of sinners 

being transformed and babes in the 

faith blundering their way toward 

spiritual adulthood. Unless we 

reenter the redemption business, 

we will soon be out of business—

period.                [continued next page] 
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This is not a new thought but we 

cannot ignore the message any 

longer. If we intend to see Grace 

working as a vibrant, exciting mes-

senger of God’s plan of salvation 

for all humankind we’re in need of 

getting back to our first love. 

 

Remember I mentioned two ques-

tions we needed to answer a few 

paragraphs ago? The first question, 

“What is our first love in the 

church?” is now before you. You 

know the answer—go put it into 

practice. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

Living Life at its 
Best 

Jesus tells us that He came in order 

for us to have life and have it more 

abundantly (John 10:10).  Just as 

we as parents are pleased and 

thrilled to see our children thrive 

and do well in their careers, with 

their families, and in their church-

es, our Heavenly Father, in a much 

more profound way, is pleased that 

we are experiencing life at its best 

in the years, months, and days that 

God has given us.  We are His 

children and His amazing love for 

us was shown to us on the Cross 

where Christ won for us the for-

giveness of sins and eternal life 

through faith in Him.  This gift 

empowers us to live abundantly.  It 

is God’s desire that we live abun-

dant lives.  Just as we want the best 

for our children, He wants the best 

for us.  He is so pleased when we 

walk by faith in ways of obedi-

ence, compassion, selflessness, and 

seek to follow His ways.  By 

God’s grace, we can be contented 

people who live life at its best 

aware of His presence and enjoy-

ing the intimacy of His compan-

ionship.  Life at its best is the rich 

life that God wants for us. 

In contrast to the abundant life that 

Jesus came to give us, we find Sa-

tan (thief) doing all he can to make 

us live life at its worst.  “The thief 

comes only to steal, kill, and de-

stroy” (John 10:10a).   Satan 

comes to steal our joy, kill our 

faith, and destroy our hope.  He 

attempts to separate us from Jesus, 

and he wants us to live lives of 

despair and gloom.   

In this tenth chapter of John, Jesus 

tells us that He is our Good Shep-

herd.  As our Shepherd, He feeds 

us, guides us, and takes care of our 

needs.  He even lays down His life 

for us!  What a humbling and stag-

gering thought that Jesus the Crea-

tor of the universe wants to be our 

Shepherd!  He wants us to be His 

children in spite of our sinful and 

evil ways.  He invites us to follow 

Him and to receive His affection 

and attention.  He tells us that we, 

His sheep, know His voice and fol-

low Him.  As part of His flock or 

family, we acknowledge His au-

thority and seek to follow His di-

rection.  Out of gratitude we at-

tempt to live lives that please Him 

through our serving, witnessing, 

and giving.  Because Jesus is our 

Good Shepherd, we can live life at 

its best. Pastor Herring 

  

 

 

 

Grace Men’s Fellowship 
Following our usual summer break, we resume our meetings on the Second 

Monday of the month – September 9th.  We begin with breakfast at 8:30am 

and have a brief business meeting followed by a program or service activity.  

However, perhaps the most important item is not on a schedule but is what 

the name says: “Fellowship”.  It offers a time to get to know one another 

better and appreciate the gifts and unique qualities God has given to each of 

us.  This not about ‘heavy theology’ but about celebrating how God has 

blessed us and continues to do so.  We urge all our men to join with us.  

Thank you! 

 

 



 
 

Grace Ladies Guild 
and Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 
 1:30 p.m. 

 

All women of the congrega-
tion are invited to join us as 
we meet to discuss our cur-
rent, as well as future Mis-
sion projects. If you haven’t 
been part of the Ladies 
Guild in the past you may be 
surprised to hear about all 
the Missions we support, 
some local and some far 
away. We would love to have 
your input. 

After the business meeting, 
we will have refreshments 
followed by Bible Study for 
those who wish to stay. We 
began studying “The Life of 
Jesus Series - The Teachings 
of Jesus” by Steven B. Borst, 
CPH.  You can jump in at 
any time without being lost.   

Come and join us Tuesday, 
September 17, 2019 at 1:30 
p.m.  There’s always enough 
room at the table.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 
Birthdays 

Thomas Achord 3 

Susan Hoeck  9 

Mid Krause 9 

Dolores Weiss 17 

Kenneth Haydon 20 

 

September 
Anniversaries 
 

Thomas & Becky Achord 18 

LaVerne & Terri Herman 20 

Thank you! 
 

I wish to thank all for their prayers and 

encouragement in my surgery and now 

my ongoing recovery.  I especially 

wish to thank my wife who put up with 

me and those who have supported her.  

Yet I reserve my most heartfelt thanks 

to God who was with me, the surgical 

team and those who continue to help in 

my recovery.  This recovery means I 

will probably miss out on some things 

this month and I ask you to bear with 

me. 

 

 



 

 

As Pastor’s sermon series considers 

the Seven Deadly Sins, we may be 

tempted to see things in others and 

not in ourselves.  I am reminded of a 

couple of quotes from Luther which 

tell me to look at myself in the light 

of God’s Word. [Editor] 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

There is an old saying that there is 

only one Bible but there are many 

translations.  This is necessary 

since today very few are fluent in 

the original Hebrew and Greek 

languages.  We believe God wants 

people to be able to read His Word 

in their own language.  At Pente-

cost, the crowd heard the apostles 

in their own languages.  “8 And 

how is it that we hear, each of us 

in his own native language?”  

(Acts 2) 

There are many good translations 

but there are also poor ones.  There 

are also paraphrases such as the 

“Living Bible” which serve for 

easy overviews but are not good 

for serious study of the Word.  

Care is in order and it is wise to 

seek knowledgeable evaluations. 

I have gone through four transla-

tions used in our church services: 

☧ The King James Version (KJV) 

– good translation but few to-

day really speak that old Eng-

lish.. 

☧ The Revised Standard Version 

(RSV) – language updated 

from the KJV to more current. 

☧ The New International Version 

(NIV) – attempts reasonably 

well to get general usages. 

☧ The Evangelical Standard Ver-

sion (ESV) – geared toward a 

conservative American usages. 

 

The last two are, perhaps, the most 

useful for our purposes.  But one 

can consider also what notes, if 

any, are included.  The NIV study 

Bible has a variety of Protestant 

writers, mostly good.  The newer 

ESV study Bible has some of these 

notes but a wealth of Lutheran 

writers and quotes from many old 

Church sources.  Both are pub-

lished and sold through Concordia 

Publishing House. 

This is not to say that other transla-

tions are ‘wrong’ or without value.  

It is a idea that you choose wisely 

after making some comparisons 

and speaking with pastors or peo-

ple who have a lot of experience 

with the translations.  It can be 

useful to own more than one trans-

lation and compare when studying 

thus seeing nuances of meaning.  It 

can be useful when questions or 

differences arise to consult some-

one with knowledge of the original 

languages.  Our Synod has long 

trained pastors in the original lan-

guages and although we are not all 

fluent in them, we often know 

many of the meanings or where to 

find out about them. 

Why such care about the lan-

guages?  One reason is that words 

used in languages that are in regu-

lar usage can change meanings. 

The 1890’s were known as the 

“Gay Nineties” and it had nothing 

to do with sexual orientation.  The 

KJV in several places refer to 

prayers “preventing” God.  To stop 

God from what?  No!  In that day 

prevent derived from the Latin 

“pre” (before) and “venio” (to 

come) or in others to “come be-

fore” which is what newer transla-

tions into English say.  There are 

many examples of words changing 

meaning but these will do. 

Another problem with translation 

is that all languages have colloqui-

alisms, which are phrases which 

have meanings other than literal.  

For example: in English (American 

version) we might say someone 

behaving incoherently is “off his 

rocker”.  Translated literally into 

another language it might sound 

like grandpa slid off his rocking 

chair onto the porch.  Translating 

these and other quirks of languages 

can be difficult and everchanging.  

But the Holy Spirit is ever guiding 

those who take seriously The Word 

of God (Holy Scriptures) both in 

translating and in understanding. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 
 

(1532) I am free from avarice, my age and bodily weakness protect me from 

sensual desire, and I am not afflicted with hate or envy toward anybody.  Up to 

now only anger remains in me, and for the most part this is necessary and just.  

But I have others sins that are greater. 

(1533) Doctrine and life must be distinguished.  Life is bad among us as it is 

among the papists.  When the Word remains pure, then life (even if there is 

something lacking in it) can be molded properly.  Everything depends on the 

Word. 


