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Lutherans Care; 
God Forgives 

 

Martin Luther used the church 

door in Wittenberg to post his 

thoughts. A time-honored tradition 

in our culture has been attaching a 

bumper sticker to our vehicle to 

communicate what we’re thinking. 

Years ago (probably 30 or more), 

our Lutheran Church-Missouri 

Synod had a bumper sticker: Lu-

therans Care. That was a pretty 

bold statement for our denomina-

tion, and it told of an important 

part of our faith: we care for oth-

ers. 

There was another one about that 

time—You Are Forgiven. Today, 

many would argue that message is 

worthless since the world doesn’t 

believe that there is little if any-

thing to forgive. The world would 

rather we “Coexist.” 

Lutherans Care … 

You Are Forgiven. 

“Out of love for the truth and from 

desire to clarify it … Martin Lu-

ther … In the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, Amen.” These words 

precede the 95 theses, which ex-

plained why forgiveness and salva-

tion does not come by way of 

money or papers, but that “Any 

truly repentant Christian has a right 

to full remission of penalty and 

guilt … [and] participation in all 

the blessings of Christ and the 

church; and this granted him with-

out indulgence letters.” God’s love 

makes the sinner a saint. 

Lutherans Care … 

You Are Forgiven. 

A former president of our Synod, 

Rev. Alvin Barry, once urged us 

to, “Keep the message straight! 

Get the message out!” Our work, 

both here at Grace and in our per-

sonal lives, means doing both. Dr. 

Barry wrote many tracts that ex-

plained complex issues in a simple 

and clear and pastoral way. Such is 

our goal, in our words and deeds—

even with bumper stickers! 

Lutherans Care … You Are For-

given. A message so simple that 

even the majority of those around 

would understand, “God forgives!” 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

The King’s 
 

 

Business 
 

We at Grace Lutheran Church 

are called to reach, teach and be 

the people of God, as stewards 

of the Word and gifts of God. 
 

Grace Lutheran 
179 Holiday Island Drive 

Holiday Island, AR 72631 
479-253-9040 

www.gracelutheranhi.org 

 



 
 

Robbing God 
and Ourselves 

 

In the last book of the Old Testa-

ment, God uses the prophet Mala-

chi to tell the people that they were 

robbing God by not giving their 

tithes and offerings. Malachi asked 

the people, “Will man rob God?” 

(Malachi 3:8). This was more an 

accusation than a question. The 

people’s hearts had turned away 

from God, and, because of their 

hard hearts, they gave blemished 

animals to sacrifice.  Giving ani-

mals that were sick, lame, and 

blind was dishonoring God. God 

commanded the people to bring the 

whole tithe into God’s house. 

Then, God promised, He would 

“open the windows of heaven for 

[them] and pour down for [them] a 

blessing until there is no more 

need” (Malachi 3:10). God prom-

ised an abundance of blessings for 

their faithful giving, 

Just as it was clear that God’s peo-

ple were robbing Him then, so it is 

today that we rob God when we 

don’t give Him our first and best. 

Being thankful for Who He is and 

what He has done and continues to 

do for us, we show our gratitude 

by giving generously and cheerful-

ly. 

 

We can make the case that, when 

we don’t give faithfully, we are 

also robbing ourselves. The people 

during Malachi’s day were not 

prospering as they withheld from 

God. God’s message through His 

prophet Haggai is very similar. 

The people were dwelling in pan-

eled houses while God’s house lay 

in ruins. And were they flourishing 

in their beautiful homes? No, God 

pointed that He put holes in the 

people’s pockets so their money 

disappeared (Haggai 1:6). 

 

God Who created us and owns all 

things does not need our gifts. Giv-

ing is for our benefit rather than 

His. God uses our ability and de-

sire to give to help those in need 

and to extend His kingdom.  Thus, 

the recipients of our gifts are 

blessed and we, as givers, are also 

blessed. Giving is God’s way to 

help us grow spiritually and to en-

rich us. The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“You will be enriched in every 

way to be generous in every way, 

which though us will produce 

thanksgiving to God” (2 Corinthi-

ans 9:11). Jesus said, “It is more 

blessed to give than to receive” 

(Acts 20:35).  In the words of Sol-

omon, “Honor the Lord with your 

wealth and with the firstfruits of all 

your produce; then your barns will 

be filled with plenty, and your vats 

will be bursting with wine” (Prov-

erbs 3:9-10). Throughout Scrip-

ture, we find God’s special bless-

ings to those who give faithfully 

and generously.  Don’t rob God 

and yourself. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 
Birthdays 

Becky Achord 15 

Joe Schardl 24 

David Hoeck 28 

 

October 
Anniversaries 
 

David & Susan Hoeck 28 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; 

seek, and you will find; knock, and it 

will be opened to you. 8 For everyone 

who asks receives, and the one who 

seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened. 9 Or which 

one of you, if his son asks him for 

bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if 

he asks for a fish, will give him a ser-

pent? 11 If you then, who are evil, 

know how to give good gifts to your 

children, how much more will your 

Father who is in heaven give good 

things to those who ask him! 

Matthew 7 

See also “Elders’ Thoughts” on page 

four to consider more about your 

Heavenly Father. 



 
 

Grace Lutheran  
Ladies' Guild 

September 17, 2019 

 

President Sharon Schultz opened 

with prayer.  Nine ladies attended.  

We're happy that Terri Herman is 

back with us.  Dianna Mancuso 

offered a short devotion on prayer, 

using quotes from Corrie ten 

Boom: "The wonderful thing about 

praying is that you leave a world of 

not being able to do something, 

and enter God's realm where eve-

rything is possible.  He specializes 

in the impossible.  Nothing is too 

great for His almighty power and 

nothing is too small for His love."    

 

Dianna read the minutes from our 

April meeting and gave a brief 

Treasurer's report.   Our checking 

account balance is $2,996.30.  She 

also reported that the check to 

Trinity/Hope, sent out in March, 

has not been cashed.  We decided 

not to stop payment on the check 

because the charge for this service 

is high.  Cornerstone Bank's policy 

is that no check more than 6 

months old will be cashed.  Dianna 

will attempt to contact Trini-

ty/Hope about this situation.  We 

will decide at Oct. meeting if we 

will issue a new check to Trini-

ty/Hope.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

☧ Dianna reported that the pro-

ceeds from our Rummage and 

Bake Sale in August amounted 

to $1857.75.  Our only expense 

was $20.00 for registration fee 

for the E.S. Yards and Yards of 

Yard Sales.  Bernie will hold a 

garage sale in October using 

some of the remaining items 

from the Rummage Sale.  She 

has already made $40.00 on 

pre-sales of these items.  Hope-

fully she will sell many more 

of them and we'll have addi-

tional proceeds to use for our 

Missions recipients in 2020.  

The bake sale was a big 

hit...we had virtually no baked 

goods left by the end of the 

sale!  All ladies at the meeting 

feel that the effort to hold the 

sale was definitely worth it.  

The fact that we participated in 

the Yards and Yards event real-

ly helped bring in the custom-

ers.  We agreed that we may 

try another sale in 2 to 3 years.  

Many, many thanks to all who 

were able to help with this la-

bor- intensive event.  It takes 

many cooperative hands to 

have such a sale and God 

blessed us with lots of wonder-

ful donations, baked goods, 

and dedicated workers.  A spe-

cial thanks to the guys who 

helped set up.  A very special 

thank you to Dave Hoeck who 

was there earlier in the week 

setting up and then again all 

day Friday, working and mak-

ing deliveries and cleaning up 

at the end of the day.  Dave and 

Sue also delivered most of the 

unsold items to St. Vincent 

DePaul's Thrift Store in Ber-

ryville. 

☧ Sharon read a letter from our 

Seminarian, Simeon Cornwell, 

who has completed his vicar-

age year and is now beginning 

his final year at Seminary.  

Please keep Simeon in your 

prayers as he completes his ed-

ucation to become a pastor.   

☧ Bernie Haydon reported that 

there are still a few quilts to tie.  

Some of the ladies met on May 

9 to tie quilts and a few of the 

ladies took quilts home to tie.  

Bernie donated the completed 

quilts to the VA in Fayetteville 

for homeless veterans.  The 

remainder of quilts will also be 

donated for this cause.  Bernie 

suggested we consider making 

small lap quilts for the Arkan-

sas Children's Hospital in 

Springdale.  We'll decide on 

this suggestion at a later meet-

ing.  No date was set to com-

plete tying the quilts. 

☧ A field trip to P. Allen Smith's 

Moss Mt. Farm near Little 

Rock will probably occur in 

Spring 2020 since this trip re-

quires some advance planning. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

☧ Sharon requested suggestions 

for upcoming field trips.  These 

included a visit to Terra Studi-

os in Elkins, a trip to a ceramic 

studio where you can paint 

your own plate and have it 

fired, a trip to a painting shop 

where you can create your own 

artwork, a return trip to the Bo-

tanical Gardens of the Ozarks 

in Fayetteville, visiting the new 

coffee shop in town, and meet-

ing for brunch/lunch at a local 

restaurant.  Since we did not 

get to attend the Christmas 

Home Tour in E.S. last year, 

we agreed to try again this 

year; will make final plans at 

Oct./Nov. meetings.   We also 

agreed to meet for brunch/ 

lunch on Nov. 4 at Mud St. 

Cafe in E.S.  Lisa will check 

about need to make reserva-

tions.      

☧ Remembering that our Guild 

focuses on Missions, Sharon 

requested that members begin 

considering suggestions for our 

2020 Missions recipients.  

Members are invited to bring 

forward ideas at future meet-

ings.    Please give this prayer-

ful consideration.  Bernie men-

tioned that the Women's Shel-



 

 

 

ter in Berryville would be a 

good choice for our local Mis-

sions recipient.  We briefly 

discussed donating to 

Grandma's House, but it has 

been a recipient in the past.  

Barbara Herring mentioned 

that she has lots of information 

from the Synod Convention 

about programs, projects, or-

ganizations, etc. deserving our 

financial help.  She is particu-

larly interested in the Lutheran 

Bible Translators work in a 

specific area of Africa.  Dianna 

asked about another Diaper 

Drive for The Cradle in Ber-

ryville.  This will be addressed 

in early 2020.  

☧ Election of Guild officers takes 

place in November.  Sharon 

requested that members con-

sider being an officer to relieve 

those who have been serving 

for a number of years.  Officers 

serve 1 year, beginning in Jan-

uary and there are only 7 offi-

cial business meetings per year, 

so it's not a big commitment. 

☧ Grace's Annual Voters' Meet-

ing and Thanksgiving Dinner 

will be held on Sunday, Nov. 

10.  The Guild will again host 

the dinner, which is traditional 

Thanksgiving fare.  Barbara 

will provide the sign-up chart 

to be placed in the church nar-

thex.  For this year's meal, Di-

anna will provide the baked 

ham; Sharon and Terri will 

each roast a 20-lb. turkey; Lisa 

will prepare the gravy; Glenna 

will provide a cranberry salad.  

The sign-up chart will list all 

needed menu items and church 

members will be asked to sign-

up to bring 1 or more items 

from the chart.   

☧ Barbara Herring asked if Guild 

members wanted to host Adent 

dinner(s).  Members agreed to 

host an Advent dinner for the 

first Advent Service on 

Wednesday, Dec. 4.  The meal 

will be served after the worship 

service which begins at 4:00 

p.m.  We will again serve a 

baked potato bar and final 

plans will be made at Oct./Nov. 

meetings. 

☧ Next Guild meeting will be on 

Tuesday, Oct. 15 at 1:30 pm, 

with Bible study to follow the 

meeting and refreshments.  Li-

sa Bennett will provide re-

freshments and Glenna will of-

fer the devotion. 

 

With no further business to consid-

er, Pastor Herring closed the meet-

ing with prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso 

 

 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

As a great Christian writer (George 

MacDonald) pointed out, every 

father is pleased at the baby’s first 

attempt to walk: no father would 

be satisfied with anything less than 

a firm, free, manly walk in a 

grown-up son. In the same way, he 

said, “God is easy to please, but 

hard to satisfy.” 

I think every one who has some 

vague belief in God, until he be-

comes a Christian, has the idea of 

an exam or of a bargain in his 

mind. The first result of real Chris-

tianity is to blow that idea into bits. 

When they find it blown into bits, 

some people think this means that 

Christianity is a failure and give 

up. They seem to imagine that God 

is very simple-minded! In fact, of 

course, He knows all about this. 

One of the very things Christianity 

was designed to do was to blow 

this idea to bits. God has been 

waiting for the moment at which 

you discover that there is no ques-

tion of earning a pass mark in this 

exam or putting Him in your debt. 

Then comes another discovery. 

Every faculty you have, your pow-

er of thinking or of moving your 

limbs from moment to moment, is 

given you by God. If you devoted 

every moment of your whole life 

exclusively to His service you 

could not give Him anything that 

was not in a sense His own al-

ready. So that when we talk of a 

man doing anything for God or 

giving anything to God, I will tell 

you what it is really like. It is like a 

small child going to his father and 

saying, “Daddy, give me sixpence 

to buy you a birthday present.” Of 

course, the father does, and he is 

pleased with the child’s present. It 

is all very nice and proper, but on-

ly an idiot would think that the fa-

ther is sixpence to the good on the 

transaction. When a man has made 

these two discoveries God can re-

ally get to work. It is after this that 

real life begins. 

C.S. Lewis 

From: Mere Christianity 
 


