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Thankful Are  
the Blessed 

  

A person named Marcus threw his 

two cents into an internet conver-

sation entitled “Raised by Narcis-

sists.”  

  

“I’m a 21-year-old male. Every 

time my dad comes home from 

work, he literally comes up to me 

and my siblings and puts his hand 

directly in my face which basically 

means ‘kiss it.’ This is considered 

a ‘sign of respect.’ I'm gunna lose 

it one day and slap it out of my 

face, or do you guys think I should 

spit on it instead? What's a better 

surprise for him?” 

  

Yikes. The father thinks he is king 

and his family thinks he’s a jerk. 

At least Marcus does. Can you im-

agine what Thanksgiving Day is 

like in that home?  

Thanksgiving comes with a great 

meal, a great gathering of friends 

and family, and great fanfare. 

Don’t assume that there are grate-

ful hearts within those great peo-

ple. People may feel that they are 

there to “kiss the ring” of their 

benefactors. The benefactors may 

want others to kiss their ring. But 

that is not the focus of Thanksgiv-

ing Day or thanksgiving in general. 

Note that God did not give us 

Thanksgiving Day; it’s not a feast 

that God put on our calendar. 

Thanksgiving is a festival that 

flows from our hearts, as every 

celebration should. George Wash-

ington called for a “National Day 

of Thanksgiving” as an official 

holiday of "sincere and humble 

thanks,” as the nation celebrated its 

first Thanksgiving under its new 

Constitution. Likewise, Abraham 

Lincoln invoked a National Day of 

Thanksgiving, expressing gratitude 

for a pivotal Union Army victory 

at Gettysburg.  

In his proclamation of 1863, Lin-

coln wrote about “the blessings of 

fruitful fields and healthful skies” 

and that “we are prone to forget the 

source from which they come.” 

Even though they were in the 

midst of war, Lincoln hoped that 

this National Day of Thanksgiving 

would be a time to implore “the 

Almighty Hand to heal the wounds 

of the nation and to restore it as 

soon as may be consistent with the 

Divine purposes to the full enjoy-

ment of peace, harmony, tranquili-

ty and Union.” 
[continued next page] 
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It is no surprise that both Washing-

ton and Lincoln are numbered 

among the great leaders of our na-

tion; notably, the great presidents 

are those who were humble of 

heart and grateful to have God as 

the source of their wisdom and 

rule.   

May God so grant us grateful 

hearts, remembering that we are 

blessed by his goodness, mindful 

that we are servants to him and to 

one another. And let this God so 

grant us all “the full enjoyment of 

peace, harmony, tranquility and 

Union." 

 

Pastor Herring

 

 

 

Robbing God  
and Ourselves 

 

In the last book of the Old Testa-

ment, God uses the prophet Mala-

chi to tell the people that they were 

robbing God by not giving their 

tithes and offerings.  Malachi 

asked the people, “Will man rob 

God?” (Malachi 3:8).  This was 

more an accusation than a ques-

tion.  The people’s hearts had 

turned away from God, and, be-

cause of their hard hearts, they 

gave blemished animals to sacri-

fice.  Giving animals that were 

sick, lame, and blind was dishonor-

ing God.  God commanded the 

people to bring the whole tithe into 

God’s house.  Then, God prom-

ised, He would “open the win-

dows of heaven for [them] and 

pour down for [them] a blessing 

until there is no more need” 

(Malachi 3:10).  God promised an 

abundance of blessings for their 

faithful giving, 

Just as it was clear that God’s peo-

ple were robbing Him then, so it is 

today that we rob God when we 

don’t give Him our first and best.  

Being thankful for Who He is and 

what He has done and continues to 

do for us, we show our gratitude 

by giving generously and cheerful-

ly. 

 

We can make the case that, when 

we don’t give faithfully, we are 

also robbing ourselves.  The peo-

ple during Malachi’s day were not 

prospering as they withheld from 

God.  God’s message through His 

prophet Haggai is very similar.  

The people were dwelling in pan-

eled houses while God’s house lay 

in ruins.  And were they flourish-

ing in their beautiful homes?  No, 

God pointed that He put holes in 

the people’s pockets so their mon-

ey disappeared (Haggai 1:6). 

 

God Who created us and owns all 

things does not need our gifts.  

Giving is for our benefit rather 

than His.  God uses our ability and 

desire to give to help those in need 

and to extend His kingdom.  Thus, 

the recipients of our gifts are 

blessed and we, as givers, are also 

blessed.  Giving is God’s way to 

help us grow spiritually and to en-

rich us.  The Apostle Paul wrote, 

“You will be enriched in every 

way to be generous in every way, 

which though us will produce 

thanksgiving to God” (2 Corin-

thians 9:11).  Jesus said, “It is 

more blessed to give than to re-

ceive” (Acts 20:35).  In the words 

of Solomon, “Honor the Lord 

with your wealth and with the 

firstfruits of all your produce; 

then your barns will be filled 

with plenty, and your vats will be 

bursting with wine” (Proverbs 

3:9-10).  Throughout Scripture, we 

find God’s special blessings to 

those who give faithfully and gen-

erously.  Don’t rob God and your-

self. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Grace Ladies' Guild 
 

President Sharon Schultz opened 

with prayer.  Seven ladies attend-

ed.  We're happy to welcome Geri 

Sporcic and Phyllis Weigers to the 

Guild.  Sharon offered a short de-

votion by Teresa Cleary based on 

Psalms 105:4 reminding us to take 

time with God.  Don't let your busy 

days stop you from spending time 

with our Heavenly Father. 

Prior to discussing the agenda 

items, Jane Bleser announced that 

new grandson Walter Frederick 

Bleser, III will be baptized at 

Grace on Nov. 3.  A celebration 

luncheon will be held afterwards.  

Ladies from the Guild will help 

with this luncheon.  Dianna volun-

teered to purchase the meats, 

cheeses, and buns for sliders.  She 

will also make the sliders and cole 

slaw; Phyllis will provide the pasta 

salad; Jane will provide the potato 

salad, cake, and fresh flowers; Lisa 

will bring the fresh vegetable plat-

ter with dip and she will also bring 

the punch. Sharon, Dianna, Lisa, 

and Geri will do the set-up on Sat-

urday at 10:00 am. 

[continued next page] 

 



 

 

Dianna read the minutes from our 

September meeting and gave a 

brief Treasurer's report.   Our 

checking account balance remains 

at $2,996.30, although we have 

some funds which will be deposit-

ed this month.  She also reported 

that she has yet to contact Trini-

ty/Hope regarding the $500.00 

check sent to them in March which 

has not been cashed.  We will de-

cide at our Nov. meeting whether 

or not to send another check.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

☧ Our "adopted" seminarian, 

Simeon Cornwell, has an-

nounced his engagement.  He 

and his fiancée may marry be-

fore the end of the year.  Lisa 

will purchase a congratulatory 

card for the Guild to send.  

Let's continue to keep Simeon 

and his fiancée in our prayers.   

☧ Grace's Men's Group is donat-

ing $300.00 to Grace's mission 

project of providing Small Cat-

echisms for those stationed at 

the South Pole.  The Men's 

Group has challenged us to 

meet or exceed their donation.  

Lisa presented a motion that 

the Guild donate $350.00 to 

this effort; Phyllis seconded the 

motion.  Motion passed unani-

mously.  

☧ Lisa will check on-line for a 

2020 calendar of events at P. 

Allen Smith's Moss Mt. Farm 

near Little Rock so we can 

begin planning a field trip there 

in the Spring.  Dianna suggest-

ed that we might look into us-

ing the Holiday Island van for 

this trip. 

☧ Sharon reminded the attendees 

that we will be meeting for 

lunch/brunch at Mud St. Cafe 

on Nov. 4 at 10:30 am. 

☧ It's not too late to consider vol-

unteering for one of the Guild 

officer positions: President, 

Vice President, Secretary, or 

Treasurer. 

☧ Barbara will post a sign-up 

chart for the Thanksgiving 

meal the Guild will serve after 

the Annual Voters' Meeting on 

Sunday, Nov. 10.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

☧ Sharon suggested that we may 

want to consider the Pat Kasner 

Angels' Fund at the Food Pan-

try as a 2020 missions recipi-

ent.  Guild members are en-

couraged to present their sug-

gestions for our missions pro-

ject. We normally try to help 3 

organizations with our dona-

tions. 

☧ Next Guild meeting will be on 

Tuesday, Nov. 19 at 1:30 pm, 

with Bible study to follow the 

meeting and refreshments.  

Phyllis will provide refresh-

ments and Lisa will offer the 

devotion. 

 

With no further business to consid-

er, meeting closed with The Lord's 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dianna Mancuso 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
Birthdays 

Allyson Achord  9 

Bernie Haydon 12 

Phil Stephens 12 

 

November 
Anniversaries 
 

Myles & Sharon Schultz 27 

Coming Soon 
 

The end of this month will mark the 

end of the Church Year.  December 1st 

we will begin the season of Advent.  

The first four Sundays lead us up to 

the celebration of the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Also helping us to prepare will be 

three midweek services on the 

Wednesdays before Christmas.  These 

services will be at 4:00pm. 

 

I know this is early, but think ahead – 

put these on your calendar. 

The Editor 



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

Have you heard of the five SO-

LAS?  At one time they were fea-

tured in Lutheran and other 

Protestant churches.  If you go to 

Bella Vista Lutheran Church, you 

will see the SOLAS displayed on 

the church walls as soon as you 

walk in.  So what are these five 

SOLAS and what do they mean?  

Over the next few months we'll 

identify and discuss all five, be-

ginning here with SOLA SCRIP-

TURA (The Holy Scriptures). 

As you may have guessed, it all 

began with Martin Luther.  At the 

great debate at Leipzig in 1519, 

which was focused on the indul-

gence trade, Luther added a new 

item to the agenda: the authority of 

God's Word (The Scriptures/Bible) 

over the authority of the Pope.  "At 

an early date Luther had recog-

nized Scripture to be the inspired 

Word of God.  He therefore held 

that not reason, not Church Fa-

thers, not Church Councils, and not 

Popes, but Scripture alone must be 

regarded as the infallible guide into 

all Truth concerning Christian faith 

and life.  'Here I stand' Luther 

would declare: 'on the Bible, all of 

the Bible, only the Bible.'"  [Quote 

from E.M. Plass, This is Luther, 

pg. 202, CPH 1958] 

Tom Mancuso, Elder 

 

This article and the four which will 

follow all use the term “Sola”.  

This is the Latin for ‘alone’ or ‘on-

ly one’ and from which we derive 

the word “solo”.  We do well to 

remember this Reformation asser-

tion as today we live in a world 

which proclaims there are many 

views to almost everything and all 

are equally valid.  Yet we frequent-

ly run into things that do not lend 

to many different ways.  If you 

have bought an item you have to 

assemble, you will probably have 

found that certain parts go together 

only one way. 

This should not surprise us since 

Deuteronomy 6:4 declares: “The 

Lord our God, the Lord is one.”  

We confess that there is indeed 

only one true God so we should 

find it reasonable that God, form 

many purposes, uses but one way.  

While it is true that God has creat-

ed a great variety of living things 

and even non-living, Genesis tells 

us His creation was done one way: 

God spoke and it was done!   

These “SOLAS” speak to our rela-

tionship with God and our salva-

tion.  Let us consider them careful-

ly and pray that the Holy Spirit 

give us a true and full understand-

ing. 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
 

Barbara and I thank you for 

your prayers, support and 

gifts which you shower up-

on us during Pastor Appre-

ciation Month and through-

out the entire year. You are 

so gracious to us! May the 

Lord continue to bless you 

richly. 

 

Pastor and Barbara Herring 

Thank You! 
 

Bernie and I would like to 

express our gratitude for the 

remembrance our congrega-

tional members gave us on 

Pastor Appreciation month.  

Your support throughout 

the year has been very help-

ful and we rejoice in all of 

you.  God’s blessings to all! 

 

Ken and Bernie Haydon 

 

C S Lewis 
 

Before I became a Christian I 

do not think I fully realized 

that one’s life, after conver-

sion, would inevitably consist 

in doing most of the same 

things one had been doing be-

fore, one hopes, in a new spirit, 

but still the same things. 

From: The Weight of Glory 

 
This can equally apply to all of us 
as we grow in our faith and rela-

tionship with God. 

[editor] 


