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An Open Door 
The great Houdini, a fabulous 

locksmith as well as a master ma-

gician, bragged that he could es-

cape from any jail cell in the world 

in less than an hour, provided he 

could go into the cell dressed in his 

street clothes. 

The people of a small town in the 

British Isles were proud of the new 

jail they had built, and they issued 

Houdini a challenge. “Come and 

give our jail a try,” they said. Hou-

dini loved the publicity, and they 

had offered him good money, so he 

accepted the city’s challenge. By 

the time he arrived excitement was 

at a high pitch. He rode trium-

phantly into town and walked into 

the jail and into a cell. 

Confidence oozed from him as the 

door was closed. Hidden in his belt 

was a flexible, tough, ten-inch 

piece of steel which he used to 

work on the lock. At the end of 

thirty minutes his confidence was 

draining away. At the end of an 

hour he was drenched with perspi-

ration, and after two hours Houdini 

literally collapsed against the 

door—which swung open. The 

cell’s door had never been locked 

except in Houdini’s mind! And, as 

it turned out, that had made it as 

firmly locked as if hundreds of 

locksmiths had put their best locks 

on it. 

Life can be that way. We may see 

closed, locked doors where we 

should be seeing open, accessible 

doors. 

In one of His “Letters to the 

Churches” in Revelation, Jesus 

said, “Look I set before you an 

open door that no one can shut” 

(Rev 3:8). That still is His promise 

to His followers today. 

The open door that Jesus sets be-

fore us provides access to two des-

tinations. The first is fellowship 

with God through faith in Jesus. In 

that regard, Jesus, who gave Him-

self to be the world’s Savior, said, 

“I am the Door. Whoever enters 

through me will be saved. He will 

come in and go out and find pas-

ture” (John 10:9). No one can 

close that door to keep you from 

enjoying the “green pastures” of 

salvation to which it leads—no 

one, that is, but you yourself. Pass 

through the door in faith, however, 

and St. Paul assures: “Nothing in 

all creation can separate you 

from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus” (Romans 8:39). 
[continued next page] 
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The second destination is really a 

process. The open door leads to a 

daily walk with Christ that is 

abundant with opportunity! It of-

fers peace as you “cast all your 

anxieties on him because he 

cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7). It 

produces confidence as you learn 

to “test and approve what God’s 

will is for you—his good, pleas-

ing, and perfect will” (Romans 

12:2). It leads to life’s greatest sat-

isfactions as you learn to “love 

and serve because God first 

loved you” (1 John 4:19). 

Jesus Christ, the Door, has un-

locked this door once for all. Don’t 

let it remain closed. Make it your 

prime resolution for 2006 to walk 

through the door in faith. You will 

experience for yourself the eternal 

blessings that await you. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Eternal Treasures 
An old epitaph reads, “What I 

gave, I have; what I spent, I had; 

what I kept, I lost.”  Obviously, 

this person had much wisdom.  He 

realized that, during his life, only 

that which was given to the Lord 

had any lasting value.  The things 

he had purchased while alive were 

used up and gone, and the posses-

sions he owned at death were of no 

good to him then. 

Speaking to this subject, Jesus said 

in Matthew 6:19-21, “Do not lay 

up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust de-

stroy and where thieves break in 

and steal, but lay up for your-

selves treasures in heaven, where 

neither moth nor rust destroys 

and where thieves do not break 

in and steal.  For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will 

be also.”  Jesus said that treasures 

on earth would not last.  The cars 

we buy will become dented and 

end up in the junkyard.  The 

clothes we wear will wear out.  

Jesus said that we are to store up 

treasures in heaven or as the epi-

taph reads, “What I gave, I have.”   

Jesus tells us how to store up 

treasures in heaven.  “Sell your 

possessions, and give to the 

needy. Provide yourselves with 

moneybags that do not grow old, 

with a treasure in the heavens 

that does not fail …” (Luke 

12:33).  This is a radical call to use 

our goods not only for ourselves 

but also to help other people.  Giv-

ing to those in need is a way that 

we store up treasures in heaven.  

What are these treasures?  Well, 

what is the only thing that goes to 

Heaven?  Is it gold and silver?  

Maybe stocks and bonds?  How 

about that car or mansion?  No!  

The treasure is people!  God is 

blessed and honored through our 

faithful giving.  Through our giv-

ing, the Gospel is preached and 

taught, and souls are saved. 

In a quote from Joe Seaborn we 

read:  

In a real sense, giving to the 

cause of Christ is nothing more 

or less than laying aside eternal 

investments so that when we 

stand before Christ in heaven, we 

have gold, silver, and precious 

stones that we have been laying 

at His feet all along.  The crown 

that we talk about laying at His 

feet will just be one more thing 

that we give, our final offering, 

in a long string of offerings that 

began long before. 

May God grant us the wisdom and 

then the strength to store up for 

ourselves treasures in heaven ra-

ther than treasures here on earth. 

 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Ladies Guild 
 

We did not hold a regular meeting in December, 

but had our Christmas Luncheon.  We will continue 

our meetings in January one the usual third Tues-

day of the month.  We hope all the ladies of the 

congregation will join us for the fellowship and for 

planning some events and projects for 2020. 

Grace Men’s Fellowship 
 

The Men’s Fellowship will hold its January meeting 

on the usual second Monday.  After breakfast and a 

brief meeting we will take down the Christmas deco-

rations (which we put up in December).  It is tradi-

tional to leave decorations through Epiphany which is 

January 6 or the Monday before we meet. 



 
 

Bible Studies  
in January 

 

Many times, we begin the new 

year with a resolution or two of 

habits we would like to change or 

start anew. If you are considering 

doing this, let me suggest one that 

will be very beneficial to you and 

may even have eternal conse-

quences. I encourage you to be part 

of our Bible study classes in 2020! 
 

“Twelve Ordinary Men” is the 

title of our Sunday class. This 

study will take a closer look at the 

disciples of Jesus and teach us 

more about them. Was there any-

thing special about these individu-

als that brought them to the atten-

tion of our Savior? How are we 

different or similar to Peter, James 

and the other then? Our class 

meets following our fellowship 

time after our service. 

 

“Natural Burial—The Final 

Journey” will be our topic for our 

Thursday afternoon class which 

begins at 2:00 pm. This seemingly 

not-so Biblical topic covers what 

Scripture says about death and ev-

erlasting life. It also looks at our 

culture’s recent traditions regard-

ing death and what are some pos-

sible alternatives. This study was 

written by Dr. Kent Burreson (Pro-

fessor of Systematic Theology at 

Concordia Seminary, St. Louis) 

and Dr. Beth Hoeltke (Director of 

the Graduate School of Concordia 

Seminary, St. Louis). This six-

session study should be thought 

provoking to all. 

 

Once again, consider making your 

attendance at Grace’s Bible study 

opportunities a positive resolution 

for the new year. We would love to 

have you join us!  

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 
Birthdays 

Paula Sell 11 

Dianna Mancuso 29 

 

 

January 
Anniversaries 
Lyle and Charlotte Bonner 9 

Sheldon & Lee Knuth 11 

Robert & Barbara Herring 25 

 
 

Dean & Lisa Bennet 

Bruce & Jane Bleser 

Ken & Bernie Haydon - 2 

Pastor and Barb Herring -2 

Tom & Dianna Mancuso - 2 

  



 

 
 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

This month's Sola is Sola Fife - 

Through Faith alone - by Rev. 

Christopher Maronde, associate 

pastor of Good Shepherd Lutheran 

Church, Lincoln, Nebraska. 

Faith is only as good as its object. 

This is the danger of misunder-

standing Sola Fide: that we would 

focus on faith in and of itself, and 

forget about the object of faith. We 

would then spend all our time talk-

ing about our faith, bragging about 

our faith, and worrying about the 

strength of our faith, all the while 

forgetting about the One in whom 

we have faith: Jesus Christ.  

Faith in Christ is bold only because 

of its object. When the One that 

you believe in is the crucified and 

risen One, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

the very Son of God, enthroned at 

the right hand of the Father, then 

your faith will be bold. Martin Lu-

ther writes: Faith is a vital, deliber-

ate trust in God's grace, so certain 

that it would die a thousand times 

for it" Luther is simply echoing the 

book of Hebrews. "Now faith is 

the assurance of things hoped for, 

the conviction of things not seen." 

Our church teach that men cannot 

be justified before God by their 

own strength, merits, or works, but 

are freely justified for Christ's sake 

through faith when they believe 

that they are received into favor 

and that their sins are forgiven on 

Account of Christ, who by His 

death made satisfaction for our 

sins.  

Sola Fide means that faith is never 

alone: it always has its object, and 

when the object of faith is Sola 

Christi, then no works are needed, 

for Christ has done it all, for you! 

(for Rev. Maronde's compete mes-

sage enter "Sola Fide - Lutheran 

Reformation on the internet). 

Thomas Mancuso, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[The Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis are letters 

from a senior devil, Screwtape, to Wormwood a 

junior devil advising him on tempting his ‘client’.  

The ‘enemy’ is God and their father is Satan.] 

 

Music and silence—how I detest them both! 

How thankful we should be that ever since our 

Father entered Hell—though longer ago than 

humans, reckoning in light years, could ex-

press—no square inch of infernal space and 

no moment of infernal time has been surren-

dered to either of those abominable forces, but 

all has been occupied by Noise— Noise, the 

grand dynamism, the audible expression of all 

that is exultant, ruthless, and virile—Noise 

which alone defends us from silly qualms, 

despairing scruples, and impossible desires. 

We will make the whole universe a noise in 

the end. We have already made great strides in 

this direction as regards the Earth. The melo-

dies and silences of Heaven will be shouted 

down in the end. But I admit we are not yet 

loud enough, or anything like it. 

 
[editor: It would seem that Satan has been suc-

ceeding exceptionally well in our society] 

Thank You! 

We wish to express our great thanks and appreciation to the 

congregation for their most generous Christmas gift.  You 

have all been so kind a supportive that it is a privilege to 

serve our congregation as God gives us the ability.  We are 

most thankful for the way we have all been family together.  

We pray that by God’s grace we will all have more time 

together here at Grace Lutheran. 

Ken and Bernie Haydon 

Thank You! 
 

Barbara and I are extremely grateful for the love and sup-

port shown to us by all of you, the members of Grace.  

Your generosity demonstrated by our Christmas gift is 

deeply appreciated and means so much to us.  Thank you 

for all you do! 

 

Pastor and Barbara Herring 


