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Stir Up an 
Epidemic of Hope? 

  

A radio host lamented that, “It is 

the tragedy of my lifetime that 

most churches do not preach the 

greatest hope of all: that Jesus 

Christ is coming!” In context, the 

woman was addressing “the epi-

demic of hopelessness” that is in 

the world; so many people are lost 

in this world, having little or no 

hope. There is great hope for the 

world, knowing that Jesus Christ is 

coming! That is good news for 

Christians but condemnation for 

those who have no faith in him.  

Instead of an epidemic of hope-

lessness, Christians might pray for 

an epidemic of hope, right? But 

“epidemic” is not a good word, 

since that's a widespread sickness 

in a community at a particular 

time: a plague, a scourge, and in-

festation. But how about an out-

break of HOPE: a spate, a wave, 

an explosion, an eruption of 

HOPE. Hope that flares up; a 

craze, a flood, a torrent, a burst, a 

blaze, a flurry of HOPE! An up-

surge, upswing, upturn of HOPE! 

I like those “UP” verbs. In Decem-

ber, our common prayer is that Je-

sus would “stir up” His people. 

These “stir up prayers” were intro-

duced in the eighth century and 

still resonate with us today. We 

need to be stirred up by God’s Ho-

ly Spirit—and we are, as God 

works among us in the Word and 

Sacraments. This Advent, let us 

pray:  

☧ Stir up your power, O Lord, 

and come. Rescue and protect 

us from the threatening perils 

of our sins by Your might! 

☧ Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to 

make ready the way of Your 

only Son, so that by His coming 

we may worship You with pure 

minds! 

☧ Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to 

joy. Lift up our heads from the 

dust and adorn us with Your 

righteousness, that we may re-

joice and testify that our Lord 

has come! 

☧ Stir us, O Lord, hear our pray-

ers, and lighten the darkness of 

our hearts by Your gracious 

appearing! 

[continued next page] 
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☧ Stir up Your power, O Lord, 

and come. Help us by Your 

great might, that whatever is 

hindered by our sins may be 

speedily accomplished for Your 

glory! 

☧ Stir up the wills of Thy faithful 

people, we beseech Thee, O 

Lord … 

A lot of stirring is done in Decem-

ber. Stirring soups. Stirring up 

batches of dough. Now is a time to 

stir up your life, in faith, in hope, 

in love.  

 Remind yourself and others that 

Jesus is HERE and NOW, as the 

collect declares, “… for you live 

and rule with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-

ever!” 

 Be the bright spot in this dark 

world, as you show the increase, 

the growth, the rise, the mush-

rooming, the blessing of love and 

hope and peace and joy, that flows 

from the love of God and from 

your faith and life … in Jesus’ 

name.  

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

It Was so Simple 
 

What Christian ever tires of hear-

ing the Christmas story?  First, we 

hear about the Angel Gabriel.  He 

was a busy guy, delivering mes-

sages from God.  He must have 

enjoyed this task, though, because 

he was bringing good news.  To 

Mary he said, “You’re going to 

have a son, and you shall call His 

name Jesus.”  To Joseph, who un-

derstandably was a little unsure of 

how to proceed with Mary, Gabriel 

said, “Don’t worry Joseph.  This is 

God’s doing.  Mary’s going to 

have God’s Son.”  Simple, right?  

Just follow God’s plan. 

Then there’s a decree from Caesar 

Augustus.  He had no idea he was 

just a pawn in God’s hands.  As the 

powerful ruler he was, he issued a 

decree: “Everybody has to go to 

his hometown to be registered for 

the census.”  And everybody went, 

including Joseph and Mary.  Even 

though Mary’s pregnancy was 

quite advanced, she went on that 

arduous trip.  Why not?  She was 

in God’s hands, too, although far 

from a pawn.  She was God’s 

channel.  Through her God would 

bring to earth the greatest gift ever 

received. 

Just in time, the innkeeper said 

they could stay in his barn—just in 

time for the birth.  No hospital and 

no neonatal unit—God brought His 

Son into this world. 

Some poor shepherds were out in 

the fields that night, just like most 

nights.  But it wasn’t like most 

nights, for the night sky filled with 

light as angels appeared and “the 

glory of the Lord shone around 

them” (Luke 2:9). Those shep-

herds looked and listened, and then 

they acted.  “Let’s go see what 

God’s been doing in Bethlehem,” 

they said to each other, and they 

went.  And they believed, and they 

told others what they had seen and 

heard and now believed. 

Sounds simple, doesn’t it?  Not 

complicated like the world is to-

day?  Not exactly true.  The world 

was complicated then, too.  Politi-

cal intrigue abounded; wars were 

being fought; the greedy still cov-

eted more and more; some people 

then, as now, were too busy to see 

the angels or hear their message.  

But not everyone!  Then as now, 

some will put aside the hustle and 

clamor.  We’ll slow down and lis-

ten for angels’ wings, and we’ll 

hear the message of “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth 

peace among those with whom 

He is pleased!” (Luke 2:14). We’ll 

take time to peek into the manger 

and worship God’s Son and we’ll 

eagerly “[make] known the say-

ing that [has] been told [us] con-

cerning this Child” (Luke 2:17). 

Pastor Herring 

 

 
The theme of our Advent midweek meditations this year is: The Christmas Story (as told by the angel Gabri-

el). This is just a fun way for us to tell the story in a creative way, from the perspective of Gabriel. Yes, there is 

some poetic license taken here, but we will remain faithful and true to the story. May this allow you think about 

the story in a new way and grow in appreciation for it and all that God has done for us. 

Services are at 4:00 pm on Wednesday December 4, 11, and 18. Please come and join us as we prepare for our 

King! 

 



Ladies’ Guild 
Christmas Luncheon 
The Annual Christmas Luncheon for 

the Ladies’ Guild will again be held at 

Myrtie Mae’s.  This will be on Tues-

day, December 3rd and we encourage all 

the Ladies of the congregation to join 

us for this time. 

The men are welcome to join us.  The 

word is a separate table but we are as-

sured it will be full height.  All the guys 

are welcome!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 
Birthdays 

Lelis Knuth 2 

Barbara Herring  8 

Hilda Krutz 11 

Carol Kannenberg 15 

Norma Achord 22 

Joe Steichen 28 

 

December 
Anniversaries 
 

Maurice & Georgia Deubler 6 

 

Advent Reminder 
On the previous page, Pastor Her-

ring spoke of the Advent theme and 

times – take note! 

Also note the Guild’s work: 

Following our service on the 4th, 

the Ladies Guild will present a 

Potato Bar with all kinds of great 

items to eat. 

SEE YOU THERE! 

 

Men’s Fellowship 
 

Meets Monday, December 2nd.  We will 

have breakfast, a brief meeting and then 

put up the Christmas decorations in 

the church.  We invite all the men of the 

congregation to join as we prepare for 

the celebration of the birth of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Please join us! 

 

 

A Baptism! 



 

 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

 

The second in our series of Sola's 

is Sole Gratia- By Grace Alone. 

We read from an article by Rev. 

Stephen Preus of Trinity Lutheran 

Church, Vinton, IA prepared for 

the LCMS Lutheran Refor-

mation.ORG series for the 2018 

Reformation celebration. 

St. Paul tells us in Ephesians 8:2 

"For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God, not 

a result of works, so that no one 

may boast". Luther sums up what 

instruments God uses to reveal His 

grace: First, through the spoken 

word, Second, through Baptism, 

Third, through the Holy Sacrament 

of the Altar, Fourth, through the 

Power of the Keys. By showing 

Himself gracious to us through the 

Gospel God creates faith in our 

hearts that clings solely to His 

grace in Christ. 

From the beginning, in the middle, 

and to the end, you are justified by 

God's grace alone. To be justified 

by God's grace alone is a great 

comfort to the Christian con-

science, comfort center in God's 

love for us in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. 

Rev. Preus ends his message with a 

Hymn - "By grace on this I'll rest 

when dying; In Jesus promise I 

rejoice; For though I know my 

heart's condition, I also know my 

Savior's voice. My heart is glad, all 

grief has flown Since I am saved 

by grace alone." (Lutheran Service 

Book 566:6) 

Tom Mancuso, Elder 

 

 

C.S. Lewis 

The problem of reconciling human 

suffering with the existence of a 

God who loves, is only insoluble 

so long as we attach a trivial mean-

ing to the word ‘love’, and look on 

things as if man were the centre of 

them. Man is not the centre. God 

does not exist for the sake of man. 

Man does not exist for his own 

sake. ‘Thou hast created all things, 

and for thy pleasure they are and 

were created’ [Revelation 4:11]. 

We were made not primarily that 

we may love God (though we were 

made for that too) but that God 

may love us, that we may become 

objects in which the Divine love 

may rest ‘well pleased’. To ask 

that God’s love should be content 

with us as we are is to ask that God 

should cease to be God: because 

He is what He is, His love must, in 

the nature of things, be impeded 

and repelled, by certain stains in 

our present character, and because 

He already loves us He must la-

bour to make us lovable. We can-

not even wish, in our better mo-

ments, that He could reconcile 

Himself to our present impuri-

ties—no more than the beggar 

maid could wish that King 

Cophetua should be content with 

her rags and dirt, or a dog, once 

having learned to love man, could 

wish that man were such as to tol-

erate in his house the snapping, 

verminous, polluting creature of 

the wild pack. What we would here 

and now call our ‘happiness’ is not 

the end God chiefly has in view: 

but when we are such as He can 

love without impediment, we shall 

in fact be happy. 

From: The Problem of Pain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Fred resting 

 
Oh yes!  We also had a Voters’ Meeting.  Thanks to all who came. 


