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The Surprising 
Ways of God 

 

I could bore you with more stories 

of what has happened in my life 

over the years to show me the 

surprising ways God has for me as 

opposed to what I thought was 

right and good. But I thought this 

time it would be better to go to 

Scripture itself and let you see for 

yourself that the Lord has surprises 

for all of us. 

In the book of Genesis, one of the 

main characters is Abraham. He is 

a strong man of faith whom the 

Lord puts to the test several times. 

We also read about his wife, Sarah, 

a lady who had to be tough as nails 

to endure all she faced as well 

(Wives, how many times have your 

husbands attempted to pass you off 

as his sister in order for him to 

escape trouble? Abraham did.). 

The toughest test for Sarah was her 

inability to have children—a real 

burden and curse in their culture. 

Finally, in Genesis 18, we read 

about the Lord visiting Abraham 

and telling him the news that he 

and Sarah will have a son. 

Abraham’s response is not 

recorded but in verse 12 it says, 

“So Sarah laughed to herself, 

saying, ‘After I am worn out, 

and my lord is old, shall I have 

pleasure?’” It’s almost too 

surprising for Sarah to believe that 

a woman at her age (beyond 

normal childbearing years) would 

have a baby! 

But sure enough, in Genesis 21, 

“the Lord did to Sarah as he had 

promised. And Sarah conceived 

and bore Abraham a son in his 

old age …” This is not what was 

expected nor anticipated by 

Abraham or Sarah. But God’s 

ways aren’t always our ways. He 

does know what is best for us. I am 

sure you can look back over your 

life and see such moments and 

events that have God’s “surprise” 

attached to them for your good. 

What does this mean for us today? 

We can trust in our Lord without 

fear and qualification because He 

does have our best interests always 

in His heart. Things may not 

proceed in the direction we had 

hoped or planned but God sees 

things with a clearer vision than 

we could ever hope to see with. 

[continued next page] 
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That trust gives us confidence 

everyday knowing that all things 

will work out for our good and the 

good of those we love. It may take 

some more time than we had 

allotted but the end result is that 

God’s will is going to be 

accomplished—His perfect will for 

our lives. 

Sarah offers us further insight into 

God’s surprising ways for our 

lives, when in verse 6 of chapter 

21 she says, “God has made 

laughter for me; everyone who 

hears will laugh over me.” May 

we also laugh as we see God’s will 

in action in our daily living in very 

surprising ways. 

Pastor Herring 

 

 

 

Stewardship Moment 

Glorifying God 
with Our Time 

 

It seems that, as we grow older, we 

can better understand what James 

was saying in chapter four, verse 

14: “For you are a mist that ap-

pears for a little time and then 

vanishes.”  Time does go by 

quickly, especially as we age.  

James is telling us that, in the span 

of eternity, our time on earth is ra-

ther insignificant.  We are a mere 

dot on the calendar of time. 

In reading God’s Word, it is clear, 

however, that God is more inter-

ested in what we do with our time 

than the length of time that He 

gives us.  As God’s children, our 

focus shouldn’t be on asking God 

for longer lives, but, rather, we 

should be more interested in asking 

Him and ourselves the question: 

“What can I do with my time that 

will please Him and give Him the 

glory that He deserves?”   First and 

foremost, God wants us to spend 

our time in serving and glorifying 

Him.  In speaking to the Corinthi-

ans, the Apostle Paul wrote, “So 

whether you eat or drink, or 

whatever you do, do all to the 

glory of God” (1 Corinthians 

10:31).  We can give God glory by 

dedicating our daily tasks to Him.  

Our hands and feet can be doing 

routine and mundane things, but 

our hearts and minds can be fo-

cused on the Lord.  To the Colos-

sians Paul wrote, “Whatever you 

do, work heartily, as for the 

Lord and not for men” (Colos-

sians 3:23).   In all that we do, God 

is to be part of our activities. 

Paul exhorted the people in Philip-

pi to “…work out your own sal-

vation with fear and trembling, 

for it is God Who works in you, 

both to will and to work for His 

good pleasure” (Philippians 2:12-

13).  God equips and enables us 

through the working of the Holy 

Spirit to use our time in doing His 

will.  We demonstrate God’s grace 

at work within us as we do His will 

by serving Him through serving 

others.   

God wants us to make the most of 

our time.  In the words of the 

psalmist, we pray “So teach us to 

number our days that we may 

get a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 

90:12).  With God’s wisdom, we 

can use well the time God has giv-

en us.  As Paul wrote, “Look care-

fully then how you walk, not as 

unwise but as wise, making the 

best use of the time, because the 

days are evil” (Ephesians 5:15-

16).  By wisely using our time to 

the glory and honor of God, we 

can live this life abundantly. 

Pastor Herring 

 

Flint Street Food Bank 
We could use the following for the Food Bank: 

➢ Any food would be welcome (especially cereal) 

➢ Empty jars (medium & small) – need to be washed  

➢ Plastic bags 

➢ Anyone wanting to donate 2 – 4 hours a week would be welcome to come and work as a volunteer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 
Birthdays 

Glenna Cates 9 

Fred Willman 14 

Charlotte Bonner 18 

Ruth Wegener 19 

Ken Wegener 22 

Preston Achord 26 

 

August 
Anniversaries 
 

Steve & Paula Sell 10 

 

 

     Ladies Guild 

 

   Rummage Sale 
 

   August 2, 2019 
 
 

The Ladies Guild will be holding a Rummage and Bake 

Sale August 2, 2019, 8:00am to 4:00pm, to raise funds 

for our local, as well as away mission projects and we 

need your help!  

  

ITEMS NEEDED: 

1.  items in good condition to sell.  No clothes or shoes 

please. Items will be priced by the Ladies Guild dur-

ing setup.  Bring your items any time and place in 

the SE corner of the basement. 

2.  bags, boxes and packing materials. 

3.  baked goods:  cookies, bars and cupcakes in bag-

gies, 6 to a bag, labeled. Cakes wrapped in Saran or 

Cling wrap.  Ingredients are helpful for those who 

may have food allergies.  Please bring bake sale 

items Thursday morning during setup, August 1st or 

Friday, August 2nd before 8:00 a.m. 

4.  Monday, July 29th – beginning at 9:00am, mem-

bers who might be able to help set up and price 

items – Men, we need you for larger items if you 

are able!!!   

 

We appreciate your donations and help.  Without it the 

rummage sale would not be a success!   
 

Thank You!   
 

 

https://clipartix.com/garage-sale-clip-art-image-44109/


 

 

 

     Thoughts 

 

 From 
 

 The 
 

 Board 
 

 Of Elders 

Lately I have been getting upset by 

all the accusations and counter ac-

cusations going on in public “so-

called” discourse.  It is not just po-

litians, nor any one person or party 

– there is plenty going around. 

One thing I notice is that everyone 

seems to think they are totally pure 

in essence and action while others 

are not [my impression].  “I don’t 

have a problem, you do!” – this is 

what comes through to me as I lis-

ten to most of the chatter.  Too 

many people fall, wholly or in part, 

to the notion that we are all born 

good and then corrupted by… 

whatever they like to assign.  The 

devil loves it. 

C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity, 

talks about a Christian attitude: 

We begin to notice, besides our 

particular sinful acts, our sinful-

ness; begin to be alarmed not on-

ly about what we do, but about 

what we are.  This may sound ra-

ther difficult, so I will try to 

make it clear from my own case.  

When I come to my evening 

prayers and try to reckon up the 

sins of the day, nine times out of 

ten the most obvious one is some 

sin against charity; I have sulked 

or snapped or sneered or snubbed 

or stormed.  And the excuse that 

immediately springs to my mind 

is that the provocation was so 

sudden and unexpected; I was 

caught off my guard, I had not 

time to collect myself.  Now that 

may be an extenuating circum-

stance as regards those particular 

acts: they would obviously be 

worse if they had been deliberate 

and premeditated.  On the other 

hand, surely what a man does 

when he is taken off his guard is 

the best evidence for what sort of 

a man he is?  Surely what pops 

out before the man has time to 

put on a disguise is the truth?  If 

there are rats in a cellar you are 

most likely to see them if you go 

in very suddenly. But the sud-

denness does not create the rats: 

it only prevents them from hid-

ing. In the same way the sudden-

ness of the provocation does not 

make me an ill-tempered man; it 

only shows me what an ill-

tempered man I am.  The rats are 

always there in the cellar, but if 

you go in shouting and noisily 

they will have taken cover before 

you switch on the light. 

We must confess that we are just 

as fallen as everyone else.  St. Paul 

says: For there is no distinction: 

for all have sinned and fall short 

of the glory of God (Romans 

3:22b-23).  Problems do not come 

from without, so much as from 

within.  Jesus warned of this: For 

out of the heart come evil 

thoughts, murder, adultery, sex-

ual immorality, theft, false wit-

ness, slander. (Matthew 15:19)  

We, as all humans, are infected 

with what we call ‘Original Sin’ or 

‘sinful nature’ (St. Paul calls it ‘the 

flesh’).  This a condition, not an 

activity.  The condition leads to 

many thoughts, words and deeds 

that are contrary to God’s will for 

us.  We are all born in this condi-

tion and cannot solve it ourselves. 

But God does not leave us lost and 

condemned.  He has sent His Son 

who, being without sin, offered His 

life as a payment for your life and 

mine.  Now St. Paul can also say: 
24 [We] are justified by his grace 

as a gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom 

God put forward as a propitia-

tion by his blood, to be received 

by faith. (Romans 3) 

As Christians, given the Holy Spir-

it in our Baptism, we can see not 

only our sin, but our salvation.  We 

can not only recognize our Sin and 

sinful condition, but our for-

giveness and salvation as St. John 

proclaims: 8 If we say we have no 

sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 

truth is not in us. 9 If we confess 

our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. (1 

John 1) 

Kenneth Haydon, Elder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


